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It all began when our teacher had a 

leaflet of a school competition about 

making our own fairytale.  So we had 

a class chat about our story and 

decided what characters we could 

have. Each person got their own 

characters. We made some posters to 

describe our characters and we 

collected some costumes.  We wrote 

our script and made a TV and a prison 

door for the prison.  We also used 

phones and a laptop.  We all decided 

our film would be called ‘Little Red and 

the Three Little Pigs Get Revenge’.  

We put our film together and practised a lot. Ms Flynn recorded our film over 

two days and edited our film.  It was posted to the Irish Film Institute.  After 

two weeks we heard the good news that we had won the competition and 

were told we would get to see our film in the cinema.  We saw our film on the 

big screen on Wednesday the 7
th
 of January.  We were all were very proud 

of what we achieved.  We had a premiere in our classroom for the children, 

staff and parents.  Everybody thought our film was fantastic.  Thank you to 

Ms Flynn, Toni and Lisa for a great experience and good fun and great 

memories. 

 

Written by Barbara, Craig and Jeff 
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MEET  THE  GREEN  TEAM! 

 

As some of you may know, the Green Team has already earned three green 

flags. One flag was for Litter and Waste, a second flag for Energy 

Conservation and a third flag for Water Conservation.  

 

Our new theme is Travel. We will be working on this theme for at least two 

years. We will be finding out lots of different things about travel. We will learn 

about types of transport, the environment, road safety and exercise. We will 

discover things about sustainable travel. This means we will look at ways 

that we can help the environment by walking, cycling, scooting and car 

pooling. We will also learn about the importance of exercise for our health. 

 

As lots of the boys and girls in St. Joseph’s come to school by bus, we are 

already working well on our theme! However, we will need to do even better! 

So we will be asking you, parents/ guardians, to look at different ways you 

can change your practices at home, helping your child to get lots of exercise 

by walking, cycling or scooting. 
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Mr. O’Dowd’s class worked diligently on 
their theme of clothes throughout the 
month of January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children sang a number of 
clothes-related theme songs 
throughout the month. The        
children’s favourite was ‘The 
Clothes Song’ by Peter Weatherall. 

The children enjoyed dressing up in a 
variety of clothes for drama lessons.   

 
 
 
Mary Grace 
enjoyed sporting 
the colours of 
her favourite 
football team. 
 
 
 
 

 
Scott commented 
that his jumper 
was “too big” 
while Adam 
modelled a smart 
shirt. 

 
ROOM  4 
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The class observed the effect water 

had on a variety of clothing materials. 

We observed how much heavier 

clothes become when they absorb 

water. 

Victoria rolls some clay. 

 
Room  4 

 

We’ve having a very busy year in 

Room 8! In September, Andrei, 

Gretta and Alice welcomed three 

new pupils Victoria, Johnathan and 

Lauren into the class.  We have all 

settled in and are becoming great 

friends.  

 
Room  8 
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We explore different textures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnathan plants a flower. 

Alice takes a turn with material 

from our sensory story 

Everyone loves playing with 

the animals from our farm. 
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  We are learning new songs 

and playing along to the 

music. 

And of course we have lots 

of time to relax and play.  
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In Miss Duggan and Miss Gallagher’s classes, we had a great time getting 

ready for Christmas. We did lots of fun things. We went on a super outing in 

December to the city. We had a hectic 

day and got to experience Grafton 

Street at Christmas. We got to feed 

the ducks in Stephen’s Green and 

then we went to McDonald’s. This was 

followed by an amazing trip to visit 

Santa Claus in Brown Thomas. He 

was so nice and we all got a 

photograph taken with him. Then we 

went to the moving crib outside the Mansion House to see real animals. At 

that stage, we were so tired that we all went back to school on Dublin Bus. 

What a day!!!!!! 

 

We also went on another super tour and it was on our door step. It was the 

Santa Experience in Child 

Vision. We met an elf, and 

then we sang Christmas 

carols. We were brought into a 

tunnel and we watched a 

nativity with real animals in it. 

This was followed by a 

Christmas cookery lesson and 

finally.....we visited Santa in his 

grotto. What an amazing time 

we had! 

 
ROOM  2  AND  3 
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In Term 2, Room 5 have been visiting the 

‘Sense and Grow’ area on campus. We have 

been learning all about different plants and 

animals. 

 

During our first trip we met lots of the 

animals. Peter, who works in ‘Sense and 

Grow’, took us to meet some of the animals. 

First we met the baby bunny. ‘Pickles’ is the 

rabbit’s name. He is grey and furry. Next, we met the geese. The geese in 

‘Sense and Grow’ cannot fly. We also met the baby lambs. Their wool felt 

hard.  

 

Then, we met the guinea fowl. It is black 

with white spots. It has feet that are black. 

Next, we met the chickens. We learned 

that a hen is a girl chicken and a cock is a 

boy chicken.  

 
 

We also met the pigeons and the fan tailed doves. 

 

Finally, we went to see the ducks in the pond. 

A boy duck has a curl at the end of his tail but 

a girl duck doesn’t. We think ‘Sense and 

Grow’ is brilliant and we are looking forward 

to learning more about all the plants and 

animals. 

 
ROOM  5’s  TRIP  TO  ‘SENSE  AND  GROW’ 
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We are a group of seven, four boys and three girls.  Our ages are from ten to 
thirteen years old.  Some of us will be going to secondary school in 
September.  Our interests are computers, minecraft, sports, fashion, reading 
and pop music.  Our favourite singer at the moment is Ed Sheeran.  We 
would like to tell you about our school and some of our activities this year.
  

 
Our School:  Lizzie and Laurentiu 
 

The name of our school is St. 
Joseph’s and there are 49 
children on the roll this year.  
There are eight classes 
altogether and we are in the 
senior class.  In this school we 
do all the subjects and some 
extra things like Typing, Physio, 
Orientation and Mobility, Braille 
and lots of children learn to play 
a musical instrument.  We also 
have pottery and swimming.  
Sometimes we go on outings 
and sometimes we have visitors 
to our class and the school.  

This week we had a visit from Fr. O’ Reilly. It was interesting and he was 
easy to talk to. 
 
We have a schoolyard with lots of things for play.  We have a slide, a 
wheelchair swing, a seesaw, a spinning chair, fences to keep little children 
from getting away, a soft area and two benches.  There are also musical 
chimes in the yard.   
 
We think that this is a great school because we have lots of things to learn, 
lots of fun and lots of nice people.   
 
There is a house near the school.  A few children stay there during the week.  
I sleep in the house on Monday and Tuesday nights.   
 
We hope you enjoyed reading this article.   
 

 
ROOM  7 
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Sports and Physical Activities  
  
Hello! I’m Max. I am 10 and I like Munster rugby. 
 
I like rugby because my sister and my brother watch it 
which made me like it.  I have been to see Leinster play in 
the Aviva Stadium against Munster.  I also saw Leinster in 
the RDS against Ulster and Edinburgh.  I am a member of 
the Junior Munster Rugby Supporters Club. 
 
   At school sometimes we play games in PE class.  I 

 don’t have a favourite game and I like them all.  At 
 the  moment we are doing the Operation 
 Transformation Schools’ Challenge.  It means that  
 we have to get our hearts pumping faster.  It will  
 help us to get us fit. 

 
This term the girls are going swimming, but next term the 
boys will be going.  We all enjoy it and I can’t wait till it is the boys’ turn. 
 
We do sports and PE to keep us fit and healthy.   

 
History in School:  Abbie 
 
My name is Abbie and I am 12 
years old.  I will be writing about 
some of the topics our class has 
been learning about in History so 
far this year. 
 
We study History to help us 
understand our world.  We have been learning about some ancient 
civilisations. Some of the topics we have been doing include The Celts, The 
Incas, The Romans, The Aztecs and the Native Americans. Some of these 
civilisations had the same way of living and they did many of the same 
things such as killing animals for their skins and for food and sometimes 
even killing people to please their gods or in order that the gods would grant 
their requests.  
 
We have also learned about World War 1 as 2014 was the one hundredth 
anniversary of the outbreak of the war.  As part of World War 1 we learned 
what it was like for a soldier to live in a trench. 
 
I think that History is an interesting subject in school.  It is one of my 
favourite subjects along with Science and I enjoy it. 
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Sindou:  Class Novel 
 

My name is Sindou and I’m 13 years old. This year, we 

have been listening to a novel called ‘The Silver Sword’.  

 

The story is set during World War II. It’s 

about four children from Poland who are 

trying to get to Switzerland. Three of the children are from one 

family and are trying to find their mother. They meet another 

boy called Jan who comes along with them. Jan always gets 

into trouble because he has a habit of stealing. 

 

I think the novel is exciting to listen to because the events are 

unpredictable. I would recommend the story to people 11 years old and over 

because the language in the story is challenging.  

 

 

Corridor Displays 
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Our class has been busy making new friends in ‘Sense and Grow’ this year. 
 

 
       We have been listening to the new geese,   
 bouncing the new bunny and cuddling the 
 new baby lambs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We have a 
Pop Quiz question for  everyone.... 
 

True or False............? A Baby Rabbit Is Called 
A Kit. 

 
ROOM   1 
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Conán and his new furry 
friend. 

Aisha named the beautiful 
brand new kit ‘Pickle’. She just 
loves her new baby rabbit 
friend.  
 
(Answer to Pop Quiz)  
True! 

Peter introduces everyone to 
the new little black lamb. 

Fun with Food always puts a 
smile on Aisha’s, Conán’s and 
Bart’s faces. Everyone likes 
to smell, stir, touch and taste. 
 
Chocolate cheeks all round! 
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Parachute during P.E time is one 
of Class 1’s favourites. Everyone 
likes to make big waves and 
small waves and feel the breeze 
and flapping of the fabric. 
Everyone has lots of fun. 
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CÓRFHÉILE  NA  SCOILEANNA  2015 

 
 
On Thursday 5th March 
2015, St Joseph’s attended 
Córfhéile na Scoileanna in 
the Basketball Arena in 
Tallaght. This event is a non 
competitive platform for all 
schools to showcase their 
musical talents and is a 
wonderful event which has 
been running for almost 40 
years.  
 
 
Thirty pupils from St. 

Joseph’s took part and did their parents and the school  
proud and in fact received a standing ovation!  There was great variety in the  
performance with singing, instrumental playing and percussion.  The 
standard of performance by the pupils was on a par with any school taking 
part and in some respects surpassed that standard. 
 
Some of the words used by the adjudicator included: “A wonderful overall  
performance, a great sense of commitment, diction was clear, performance 
well co-ordinated and a tight sense of rhythm.” 
 
There were solo performances by Sam Freeney and Laurentiu Kovaci and  
wonderful playing by class 2 and 3 on the chime bars.  We had beautiful  
playing on piano by Abbie Healy in the song “Let us sing together” and 
Sarah Murchan gave a great performance on Keyboard. The school band 
played  and all pupils sang with great commitment and spirit.  
 
Two pupils from Pobalscoil Rosmini, Amy Campbell (Uilleann Pipes) and  
Ashleigh Fagan (Harp) joined forces with two students from St. Joseph’s,  
Abbie Healy (Tin Whistle) and Sindou Dao (Violin), to give a stunning 
performance of Traditional tunes.  The comment by the adjudicator was “ a 
real performance which was a joy to listen to.” 
 
 A big thank you to all who helped on the day, Teachers, SNAs and a big 
thank you to the children for their wonderful performances. 
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This school year, we welcomed eight new children to St Joseph’s: Amelija, 

Aoibhinn, Ella Jade, Johnathan, Lauren, Mary Grace, Scott and Victoria. They 

have settled in very well  with their classmates and class teams in Rooms 2, 4 & 8. 

As you will see in this newsletter, lots of great learning has been taking place, both 

indoors and ‘out and about’. Our Green Team is continuing to keep us aware of 

taking care of the school and wider environment. Room 6 has kept us on our toes 

mentally and physically with their Maths Riddles and Operation Transformation. 

There have been many achievements to celebrate, 

including five of our children reading at the Braille 

Reading Day, Ms Flynn’s class winning the IFI 

Schools’ Film-making competition, seven children 

from Rooms 1 and 8 beginning Rebound Therapy 

and, of course, a standing ovation for the St Joseph’s 

performance at Córfhéile na Scoileanna. 
 

 

This year on staff, we have had three new teachers –      

Mary Ellen Gleeson, Gráinne Maloney and Thomas O’Dowd, 

who is currently covering Mary Ellen’s maternity leave. 

Congratulations are due to Mary Ellen and Kieran on the 

recent arrival of their baby son, Kilian. Anne Hickey, who has 

worked in St Joseph’s as a sub SNA for the last few years, 

has been appointed to a full-time position. As Principal, I am 

really grateful to have such a dedicated staff team who are so 

committed to the children and the work of the school.  
 

 

Two of the teachers are undertaking post-graduate studies this year at St Patrick’s 

College. Claire Gallagher is doing a Diploma in Special Educational Needs and 

Jenny Flynn, a Masters in Special Educational Needs. Niamh McLaughlin has just 

completed the Induction Course for Teachers of Children with Severe and 

Profound Learning Disabilities. During the school day, Mary Tolan has been giving 

additional braille tuition to our braille readers. After school hours, some of our 

‘Croke Park’ Hours have been used for whole-staff training sessions in the area of 

Visual Impairment. These have proved to be very inspiring and useful sessions.  

 

 

 
PRINCIPAL’S  PAGE 
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Some of you will be aware of the School Self Evaluation Process (SSE) 

which was introduced by Department of Education and Skills in 2012. This 

year, we have begun work on SSE Numeracy. Our first step, as a school, is 

to look at our strengths and weaknesses in the teaching and learning of 

Maths. Once we have collected data from the teachers, children and 

parents, we will choose an area to focus on improving. We hope to share 

news of our progress in the next newsletter. 

 

We are delighted about the recent arrival of some new assistive technology 

recommended for some of our younger children. This technology, largely 

funded by the Department of Education and Skills, will help them to develop 

communication skills and to access the curriculum more effectively. We are 

very grateful too for some generous donations received which will enable us 

to purchase some essential equipment for vision training and some other 

specialised classroom resources.   

 

We heard recently that our school inspector, Seán Ó Murchú, will be taking 

up a new position in the Special Education Section. We take this opportunity 

to thank him for his input and support over the last few years and we wish 

him well.  

 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. Cáisc Shona daoibh go léir! 

 

Gwenda Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Art Work by Mr O’Dowd’s Class 


