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Braille Reading Day 2016 by Laurentiu Kovaci, Senior Class 

On Monday the 21st of November, our class went over to the      
conference hall to watch me read at Braille Reading Day. On arrival, 
I sat at the table with the other readers in the group. Also at the 
table were two invited guests whose job was to listen to the reading 
and comment on it. This year the guests were: Marita Colman 
McKenna, author, and John Ryan from the National Council for the 
Blind of Ireland.  

My group was the first to read. I was feeling a bit nervous when I 
was sitting at the table waiting to read. I thought that the reading 
in my group was of a high standard. Readers have the choice of 
reading a piece already written or to compose their own piece. I 
chose to read an extract from ‘Under the Hawthorn Tree’ by Marita 
Colman McKenna, one of the guests for the day. I think I read 

Braille Reading Day is an annual event                                                 
run by ChildVision. It happens in                                                   
November each year. The participants                                                 
in Braille Reading Day are Braille                                                  
readers at primary and secondary                                                   
schools all over Ireland. The reason                                               
behind this day is to celebrate and                                                      
promote Braille reading and for Braille                                            
readers to meet up with each other.  



Braille Reading Day 2016 (Contd.) 

brilliantly and my teacher agrees. 

The author said she felt ‘very pleased’ that I had chosen to read a 
piece of hers. She also said that I had acted out the piece very well 
when I was reading. I hope to read the entire novel shortly.  

After the reading, I took part in a series of activities accompanied 
by Fionán. I enjoyed them, especially the Polar Express.  

 More about Braille Reading Day  

Besides Laurentiu, four other 
pupils from St. Joseph’s read at 
the Braille Reading Day - Sam 
Freeney, Ava Kennedy, Sarah    
Murchan and Evelina Lutere. 
They all read very well and     
enjoyed the fun activities      
organised by ChildVision.  

NCAD Students in Rooms 1 and 4 

In September, Sarah Bracken and Kelley Farrell, from the National 
College of Art and Design were on placement at St. Joseph’s. They 
worked each day in Rooms 1 and 4 and did lots of multi-sensory art 
activities with the children, taking inspiration from the ChildVision 
Garden and nature. The children made marks on a wide range of     
textured papers and surfaces, using various tools . Those with CVI 
especially enjoyed the effect of a backlight shining through          
fluorescent paints. 

At the moment, Sarah and Kelley are                                             
constructing a sensory panel that will be                                            
displayed in our former Photocopying                                             
Room, soon to be Vision Training Room!                                            
Thanks to Sarah & Kelley for their input. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 Hello from Room 2A 

 

We’re all very excited about Christmas coming, and it’s even more       

exciting with ‘Robert our Elf’ in the classroom. We made fun Christmas 

pictures using puffy paint which makes our classroom look very festive.  

Room 2A has had a busy first term!! 

We’ve learnt lots of different things 

about Autumn and Winter - what           

animals hibernate and how, made some 

great art about the seasons and learnt 

some great songs too.  

We had a big focus in November 

about how to be a good friend. We 

read the ‘Rainbow Fish’ story and 

used that lovely story for lots of         

different art ideas.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  

 

 

 News from Room 3  

 We have some great news from our class! Ms. Gallagher had                       

her baby. Ms. Gallagher and baby Lily came to see us                           

yesterday! It was lovely to see them.  
 

Now Ms Walsh is teaching us and we are continuing to work hard and 

learn lots of interesting things. In Ms. Walsh’s first week, we were       

invited to see the ‘Beauty and the Beast’ Transition Year Musical at the 

Dominican Convent. The show was amazing and the students kindly sent 

us a box of chocolates the following week. YUM! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Earlier this term, Rahim Nazarali came to visit our school. Rahim 

works as a Volunteer at Vision Sports. Rahim is blind and used to be 

a pupil at St. Joseph’s. He told us that there are many sports for 

children with visual impairment to do. He told us that learning judo 

was really great for him. It gave him exercise, confidence and 

friends. He was on the Irish Paralympics Team. Since Rahim’s visit, 

Michael, Sophie and Hanna have started Tennis lessons for the     

Visually Impaired. It’s great fun! There are special sponge              

tennis balls that you can hear and the court lines are 

raised. The coaches have been specially trained in England.  

Happy Christmas to you all from everyone in Room 3! 

 

We got an Interactive Board for our 

room after mid-term. We love using it 

for our ‘Abair Liom’ Gaeilge lesson every 

day. When we borrow Horrid Henry and 

Charlie and Lola books from the library, 

we like to listen to the same stories on 

the Board and some of us like the big 

pictures and writing. 



 

 

 

 News from Room 5 

Our new Interactive Board arrived after mid

-term and it makes learning so exciting. The 

Maths games are great and we have enjoyed 

watching interesting videos about our History 

and Geography topics too -  Ancient Greece, 

the Vikings, Feasts & Festivals and Water. 

Gaeilge lessons are fun too! 

We are enjoying getting lots of exercise 

in school, at PE times and in the yard. For 

most of us, basketball is our favourite 

yard time game. We love playing football 

on Fridays with Mr. O’Dowd too, and had 

our first match in October. Lee was one  

Our teacher, Ms. Duggan, has just gone on Maternity                          

Leave so now Mr. Logan is teaching us. On Ms.                                       

Duggan’s last day, she brought us on the bus to the                                 

city centre. We visited the Live Animal Crib at the                                                              

Mansion House, Trinity College and McDonald’s!  

Every Thursday, there is Baking Class in the Staff Room. Sophie goes 

every week and the rest of us get a turn sometimes too. Sophie has got 

good at making sandwiches. She chooses what to put in her sandwich 

each day. 

of our goalies and Will scored 3 goals!  
 

We were proud to wear our new school team        

jerseys. Thank you to Kingstown Ponies for getting 

them for us. We hope to have more matches soon.  



Hello from Room 2 

What a busy term for all in 

Room 2, preparing for the 

festive season. Here we are 

nicely attired for the Christmas 

Carol Service. 

 

Merry Christmas from us to you! 

Jude simply cannot wait for 

the arrival of Santa Claus! 

All this preparation takes 

its toll. Sometimes it’s 

good to relax in our cosy 

sensory tent!  



Sensory Fun, Stories and Signing in Room 4 

We have had a busy term in Room 4. We’ve all been working very 

hard on our communication targets. We are using Lámh signs, Canaan

-Barrie signs and objects of reference, along with assistive          

technology like Big Mack and GoTalk communicators and our 

touchscreen computer – these allow us to choose an activity or toy, a 

drink or favourite food, and a song or instrument during music time.  

Here are some of the things we have enjoyed most this term….. 

pouring, stirring, rolling, and pressing the 

playdough cutters to make different 

shapes.  

Here is Victoria loving the smell of the cinnamon as she kneaded 

her playdough. Gretta is listening to teacher counting out ten big 

stirs! 

Working with Dough 

We made some scented playdough with our teacher – it smelled of 

cinnamon! We worked on developing motor skills and enjoyed  



 

 

 

 

                               

 

Sensory Fun, Stories and Signing in Room 4  

          Here are Richard and Aoibhinn rolling and cutting shapes. 

Sensory Stories and Sensory Play 

 

We went to the library to listen to the 

story of “The Polar Express” – we heard, 

touched and smelled all sorts of Christmas 

items.  

Victoria and Aoibhinn met Rudolph the    

red-nosed reindeer, and checked out his 

very shiny nose!  



Sensory Fun, Stories and Signing in Room 4  

 

                           Gretta enjoyed scrunching wrapping paper! 

Christmas and Carols 

We decorated our Christmas tree and tried the Lámh sign for Santa 

Claus.  

Richard makes sure we have plenty of tinsel on our 

tree. 

We had a brilliant time at our Christmas Carol    

Service – we wore costumes, played bells and danced 

with the whole school.  

Aoibhinn and Richard still made time to practise 

their Lámh signs before heading off to give their 

performance! 

 

 

A very happy Christmas to         

everyone from Room 4!  

– Aoibhinn, Victoria, Dylan, Richard 

and Gretta. 

 

We have been exploring some 

Christmas items recently in    

sensory play – feeling different 

textures like tinsel, baubles, 

lights, bells, glitter and all kinds 

of interesting things.  

Dylan liked the texture of     

glitter, tinsel and cotton.  



Work and Play in Room 1 

We have had a busy term in Room 1. We had fun making new friends in 
September! Some of our favourite activities are listening to stories,     
getting arty with paint and materials and relaxing with Tac-Pac. 

Here are some snapshots of what we have been up to this term. 

Thursday is our baking day.      
Lauren helps to knead the dough. 

On Tuesday we have pottery 
class. Oran paints his clay       
Christmas tree decoration. 

Oran enjoys playing with the 
massage cushion. 

Hailey presses a switch to 
activate our disco ball! 

 

We practise using our switches.  



   

Work and Play in Room 1 

Andrei finds the triangles in the 
water. 

Lauren prints colourful rectangles. 

    Parachute games in the sun! Hailey enjoys some ‘light’                                              
entertainment.                        

Johnathan makes a splash with 
water play! 

Andrei chooses his favourite toy. 

We have been learning about and exploring shapes in Term 1. 

We always leave time to play at the end of our busy day!  

And now it’s time for a well-deserved rest!                                   
Merry Christmas from all of us in Room 1! 



Hello from Room 8  

 

Daniel, Alice and Sophia love to 

pet, bounce and cuddle the rabbit 

that Peter brings from the        

Garden at ChildVision.  

 

The next day they came, 

they performed a special 

Christmas Carol concert for 

us. We all sang  or played 

percussion instruments. 

Everyone thoroughly         

enjoyed it. 

Shane likes to strum                              
the class guitar. 

 

 

The class from Room 8 is pictured here with students from St. Patrick’s 

College, Drumcondra. On their first visit, the students came and listened 

to our Music class with Ms. McGorman.        



Hello from Room 8  
 

Hello from Room 8  

Hello from Room 8  (Contd.) 

 

Daniel and Sophia love 

to make lots of bubbles 

using their switches. 

They enjoy watching the 

bubbles glisten in the 

sun. 

In Room  8, we had lots of fun making popcorn Santa Clauses and a   

giant bell for St Joseph’s Carol Service.  



This letter is to my fantastic Mom and Dad. 

Every Christmas I get into the small attic with all the big spiders.  I 

love that I have the special job of getting the Christmas decorations 

and the tree.  Christmas morning my brothers come up the stairs 

like a flash and wake me up.  We all run down the stairs into your 

room and we all jump on your bed to wake you up at 5 o’clock in the 

morning! We all run downstairs and open all of our presents.  

Mom, the week before Christmas you are glued to the oven and 

Christmas day you spend hours in the kitchen.  Every Christmas 

we have the best dinner of the year! Thank you for working so hard 

to make such a wonderful dinner for us. Dad, I know you are good 

at cooking but Mom has more experience cooking the Christmas 

dinner! Dad we always go to you on Christmas morning because we 

know that you are great at putting our toys together. You have more 

experienced than Mom at building toys! I am so excited to spend 

Christmas with you this year!  I thank you for everything you do 

for us all! 

 

From Your Loving Son,  

Jeff 

 

Our Letters - Room 6 



 

Dear Nana, Kevin and Mam, 

I love Christmas because I love spending time with you all as a 

family. I love waking up at four am and I love unwrapping the 

presents with all of you because it makes me feel special. I can’t wait 

to listen to Christmas music with you and to sing along with all of 

you. I love when we all sit down together to watch the Grinch. I love 

when my cousins come over to help with the tree. I love that all of us 

are together at this time of year. Kevin, I love the way you make 

everyone laugh. Mam, I love that you have been with me my whole 

life. Nana, I love that you have been there when I needed help.  

Thank you all and I wish you a Merry Christmas my special 

family. 

Love, 

Ella 

 

 

 

 

Our Letters - Room 6 



 

 

Dear Mammy and Daddy,  

Thank you for decorating the Christmas tree with me, it is always 

lots of fun. I love going to Mass with you on Christmas Eve. I love 

helping to leave out food for Santa. Thank you for opening the 

presents with me. I love that you help me to open them. Thank you 

for preparing the Christmas dinner. It is always delicious. I love 

talking to you about opening my presents while we’re having 

dinner. I love icing the Christmas cake together. Thank you for 

making Christmas cards with me. I love listening to Christmas 

songs with you. I’m excited to be spending Christmas together in 

our new house.  

 

 

Love sincerely,  

Sarah. 

 

 

 

 

Our Letters - Room 6 



 

Dear Mam and Dad. 

I love getting up with you both on Christmas morning in my 

pyjamas and opening presents in the kitchen.  Then we have 

breakfast and I am allowed to have some chocolate which I love.  

Mum, I love you helping me to choose my Christmas pyjamas and 

Christmas clothes.  I think you are really good at setting the table 

for Christmas dinner and you always have great Christmas 

crackers to pull.  Thank you Mammy for staying up late on 

Christmas Eve to tidy up and to start preparing the Christmas 

dinner.  I love spending Daddy and daughter time with you Daddy 

on Christmas Eve.  I love my aunties, uncles, grandparents and 

cousins coming over on Christmas Day because we have a big 

family dinner.  Thank you for being the best parents in the world.  

 

 

                Love, 

                Ava xx 

. 

 

 

 

 

Our Letters - Room 6 



 

 

 

Dear Nanny, 

I love to go to your house for breakfast after mass on Christmas 

morning.  I love to go because we can have fun and meet the family. 

I love to help you set the table for dinner.  We can open our presents 

in the sitting room.  We can play board games after dinner.  Thank 

you for being a great cook.  Thank you for being so kind and 

generous to me.  You are a special person in our family.   

 

              Lots of love,  

Ellen xxxxxxxx 

. 

 

 

 

 

Our Letters - Room 6 



 

 

 

Dear Granny and Grandad, 

I love going to your house on Christmas Day because I love playing 

the drums with you. I love telling my jokes and being funny. 

Christmas Day is special because I am with my family. We have 

lunch and we pull crackers. My favourite part of the day is when we 

swap presents and play hide and seek. Thank you for making 

Christmas special for me.  

 

                Love, 

 Sam xx 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

Our Letters - Room 6 



 

 

by Max Fulham 

 

History of Scouting 

The Scouts were founded in 1908 by Robert Baden-Powell and are an    

international organisation.   The first Scout meeting in Ireland was held 

in 1908.   

Sections according to age 

There are sections of scouting for different ages:  

Group Name  Age range 

Beavers:   6-8 

Cubs:    9-11 

Scouts    12- 15 

Venture Scouts  15-17 

Rover Scouts:  18-20 

Leader    18+ 

The leaders are in charge of the sections.  There is a section leader and 

a group leader. 

Uniform 

There are different uniforms for each section: 

Beavers: Black trousers, a beaver jumper and a group neckerchief. 

Cubs:  Black trousers, a cub jumper and a group neckerchief. 

Scout:  Black trousers, a scout shirt and a group neckerchief. 

Venture: Black trousers, a venture shirt and a group neckerchief. 

Rover:  Black trousers, a rover shirt and a group neckerchief. 

 
Scouting Ireland 

Scouting Ireland is an organisation. Its HQ is in Larch Hill. 

Scouting Ireland was founded on January 1st, 2004.  I, Max Ful-

ham, am a member of The Scouts.  My group is 160th Ardlea.   



 

 

Badges 

There are 9 different skills. There are 9 levels for each skill. Each level 
you pass you earn a badge. The names of the skill badges are 

Emergencies  Camping    Backwoods   Pioneering 
Air     Paddling    Hillwalking   Sailing   
Rowing 

 

Scouting Provinces and Counties 

There are 6 Scouting Provinces, called: 

Dublin         Northern 

North Eastern       Western 

Southern             South Eastern 

Each province has Scout Counties in it. Dublin Province has 10 Counties. 
 

Why I like Scouts 

I keep going to Scouts every week because I enjoy it.   

I have learned a lot of skills. Here are examples: 

First Aid: I have learned how to deal with cuts and the recovery po-
sition.  I also know how to deal with an unconscious person and which 
emergency service to use and how to make contact with them. 

Camping: I know what I need to have when camping and how to cook 
on an open fire.  I know how to pitch a tent. 

Orienteering: If I am lost I know how to read a map and relay my 
location using coordinates to the required emergency services.   

I am confident in all of these and more! 

I like going because it is a good way to make friends.  I look forward to 
each Wednesday to meet my friends.  This Christmas my Scout section 
is going ice skating as a social outing and also we are doing a Kris Kindle.   

Every few weeks, in my previous section (Cubs), we went on camps,        
voluntary of course!  I really enjoyed these camps because they were 
fun.  I miss my cub leaders, they taught me lots.   

Scouting is really enjoyable.  I would recommend joining your nearest 
scouting group.  The link below is a Scout Group locator. 

http://www.scouts.ie/join_today/group_locator.html  

 
Scouting Ireland   

http://www.scouts.ie/join_today/group_locator.html


SHADOW  BY  MICHAEL  

 MORGURGO  REVIEW 

By Hannah Flynn 

Shadow is a book by Michael 
Morpurgo, who has written  
other books such as Warhorse 
and Farmboy. This book is    
different to the other two as 
it takes place in modern times.  
The story is told by three   
people: Aman, Matt and   
Grandpa.  Aman and his mum 
are trying to get to England 
because of the ongoing Afghan 
war and they have an uncle   
living in England. Matt becomes 
Aman’s best friend when he  
arrives in England and Matt’s 
Grandpa also features in the 
course of the story.  When the 
story starts, Aman  
and his mum are actually in 
England and part of the story 
is about how they got there.   

At the beginning of the story, 

they are held in Yarls Wood, a 

detention centre near      

Cambridge which houses   

mainly women and child     

families, who are to be       

deported to countries such as 

Afghanistan. 

 
Matt is very angry and sad 

because his best friend is 

about to be deported back to 

Afghanistan.  Grandpa goes to 

the detention centre to visit 

Aman and his mum to talk to 

them on behalf of Matt as he 

isn’t allowed in because he is 

too young to visit.  Grandpa 

talks to them and sees how 

they are doing. Then Aman 

decides to tell Grandpa the 

whole story in detail as his 

Mum told him to, about how 

they got to England, what  



 

I didn’t know whether the 

outcome would be good or bad.  

It was very interesting as 

well, especially the locations it 

brought me to as I followed 

Aman and his mum on their 

journey to England. Also, I 

forgot to say that there is a 

dog in this story as well called 

Shadow, which gives the 

book its title.  Find out his   

important role in this story by 

reading this book.   

I recommend you read this 

book if you’re looking for a 

story that takes place in   

modern times and has plenty 

of adventure and suspense. It 

is relevant to what is        

happening in Syria, Yemen and 

Iraq.   It is not a story for 

the faint hearted because it 

includes war, death and child 

suffering.  But I was glad I 

read it and, in the end, it left 

me with a positive feeling. 

their life was like back in       

Afghanistan and how they have 

been treated so far in Yarls 

Wood.  

 
Grandpa reports back to Matt 

who never knew all this           

information before.  That’s 

when they decide to organize a 

demonstration outside Yarls 

Wood. They notify everyone 

about the demonstration by 

putting an advertisement and 

Aman’s story in a newspaper. 

Grandpa used to be an editor of 

this newspaper. But no one 

shows up for the demonstration 

the next morning. Will anyone 

ever show up for the              

demonstration?  And will Aman 

and his mum be deported back 

to Afghanistan? 

 
I felt sad and nervous at times 

when I was reading this story as 



After a busy summer with July Education Programme and substantial 

building work to upgrade our fire exits and electrics, School Year 2016-

17 has got off to a good start at St Joseph’s. September saw the arrival 

of five new pupils, all of whom have settled in very well, and the welcome 

appointment of our ninth permanent teacher, Mr. Thomas O’Dowd.   

During our first week back to school, a group of nine from British 

Telecom volunteered through Volunteer Ireland to come and re-paint 

our yard equipment and markings. They also donated two benches and a 

parasol to provide shade in summer-time. We really appreciate the way 

they gave their time, talent and energy to give our yard a makeover!  

Thanks too to Leyden’s Cash and Carry who continued to fundraise on 

our behalf through the summer, bringing in the final amount needed to 

buy three interactive boards and one height–adjustable trolley. The new 

interactive boards are making a big difference to teaching and learning 

in Rooms 3, 5 and 6. We are so grateful to everyone who contributed to 

make this possible. A big thank you too to the McEvoy family who, in 

memory of Cian’s granny, have donated money to purchase an iPad for 

the school.  It will be of great benefit to our pupils.  

Over the last couple of months, a valuable link with Vision Sports has 

been established through former St. Joseph’s pupil, Rahim Nazarali. 

This link is heightening awareness of sports and exercise opportunities 

for children with visual impairment. It is wonderful to see some of our 

pupils getting involved in judo and tennis for the visually impaired, 

outside of school hours. Another lovely opportunity was the invitation 

for some of our senior pupils to attend the Reception for the 

Paralympians at NCBI on 2nd December. Six pupils attended with their 

parents. We look forward to developing our link with Vision Sports as 

the months and years go by and, who knows, there may be a future 

Paralympian in our midst! 



Some of you joined us for our Carol Service at St Joseph’s Church 

which was, as always, a wonderful occasion. Special thanks to Ms. 

McGorman and Fr. Flynn!  

Many thanks to Leydens who supplied the goodies for the children’s  

Christmas Party, to Santa, to our beautiful singing ’Disney Girls’ and to 

Bernie, one of our SNAs, for all her planning to make the event happen.  

Thanks too to Bill Ahessy, Music Therapist, for leading our first staff 

Carol Singing fundraiser in the city centre which was most 

enjoyable and a great success! 

Whatever your link with our school community, we thank you for 

your interest and support. We have recently launched our new 

school website. You may like to check it out at 

www.stjosephsprimaryvi.ie.  

Very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.                                                      

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh go léir,  

   Gwenda Johnson. 

 

 


