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Junior Parkrun at St.Anne’s Park          
            by Laurentiu Kovaci, Ella Murphy and Craig Layden 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On arrival in St. Anne’s Park, we met Joan. 

Then we were introduced to some Parkrun 

volunteers. Their task was to stand at certain 

points along the route and to indicate to us 

which way to go when we were running.  They 

were wearing Vision Sports high visibility 

jackets so it was easy for us to pick them out.  

There were also some children present, 

children of the helpers, we think. 

Gillian, the Warm Up organiser, gave us our  

temporary ‘bar codes’ and then asked us to run 

on the spot and do jumps to prepare for our run 

 

Pupils on the senior corridor in St. Joseph’s went to 

St. Anne’s Park to participate in a Junior Park Run on 

Tuesday, 12th June. Joan Ryan arranged it for us with 

other Parkrun volunteers. We travelled there in two 

minibuses, sponsored by Vision Sports. Our school did 

the Parkrun for exercise and to raise our interest in 

doing Junior Parkruns in our local communities. Our 

teacher advised us to bring our snacks but they were 

not required as Joan provided delicious refreshments 

after the run.  



Junior Parkrun at St. Anne’s (Contd.) 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  

I (Ella) came home first in 12 minutes, 18 seconds. We (Laurentiu and Craig) came 

14th and 15th respectively. Sam Freeney got the loudest cheer of all when he       

finished the run, as he did it all in his walker. Sarah Murchan also walked at a 

steady pace and finished the run. We all enjoyed the occasion on the day. I (Ella) 

would do more runs if I could find one locally. We (Craig and Laurentiu) think one 

run was enough for us!  Our teacher thinks we need to do more of the same! 

 

Then all the runners stood in a line, side by side. Next, Gillian 

blew a whistle – the run was on! Those of us who are blind had 

an adult or peer as a running partner. We (Laurentiu and Ella) 

started off running together. Then I (Ella) left Laurentiu to 

‘get a feel for the run’. Laurentiu considers that he was      

abandoned by Ella! Evan was assigned as Laurentiu’s second 

partner. After a while, I (Craig) caught up with Laurentiu and 

Evan. I took Evan’s place as Laurentiu’s third and final partner 

because Evan wanted to run ahead. We could take breaks    

during the run and some people did. Although it wasn’t a race, 

some people ran as if it was. It was 2km long. As each runner 

finished, their bar code was scanned to get their time result. 

Junior Parkruns 

 Editors Note: A big thank you to Joan and the Parkrun team for organising this       

wonderful event. Thanks too to Vision Sports for sponsoring the bus transport. It was 

so good to have some of our parents there to support the event and to run with their 

children. Joan is an optometrist and has been working closely with Vision Sports to train 

Garda-vetted volunteers around the country as Parkrun sighted guides. This helps    

children and adults who are blind to take part. Local Junior Parkruns are listed above. 

They are great events for getting exercise and for making new friends. Parents can 

watch as their children take part. Registration is free at: http://www.parkrun.ie/register/ 

When a child registers, they get a personal bar code which they bring to each Parkrun. 

Each time the bar code is scanned so they can keep a record of their run times.  



 

 

 

 High Fives from Room 5  

There has been lots happening in Ms. Duggan’s class this 

term. There has been a First Holy Communion, a trip to   

Tayto Park, a Parkrun and picnics. In between all of this, we 

worked very hard! On 25th May, Ella-Jade, Hayden and      

Sophie from our class made their First Holy Communion 

along with Lauren and Richard from other classes. It was a 

wonderful day. The choir from Rooms 5, 6 and 7 sang     

beautifully and the sun shone.   

For our school tour, we went with Ms. McMahon’s class to Tayto Park. We visited the 

fabulous zoo in the park and went on lots of different rides. Some of the children 

even went on the terrifying Cú Chulainn coaster and the Viking Voyage!  

Our class and Rooms 6 and 7 ran/walked 2KM in the Parkrun at 

St Anne’s park on Tuesday 12th June. It was amazing! The     

children made a huge effort and kept on going until the finish 

line! We can’t believe the school term is nearly over.  

We can’t wait for the Summer holidays! 



 

 

 

   

News from Room 3 (Contd.) 
 

   

News from Room 3 (Contd.) 
 

                                                       

 

 

 

 

 Hello from Room 3 

We have had a very busy year. 

Along with doing lots of         

learning, we‘ve had lots of fun 

too. We have all enjoyed our 

Aistear times pretending to be 

different people doing lots of 

different types of jobs,  

learning lots about planting in 

our Sense and Grow sessions 

with Peter, becoming amazing 

musicians with Ms McGorman, 

loving our story books with 

Aideen, and more!  

Aistear Time – being at the Doctor’s Surgery was by 

far our favourite place!!  

 

 

We spent a lot of time learning 

about the farm so we had a  

fabulous school tour visiting the 

zoo, where we got to see all the 

farm animals up close...and a 

few extras!   

 

All at Room 3 wish you all a   

happy and relaxing                       

summer break.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Team News 

Biodiversity is the fifth Green-schools theme and looks at steps which can be taken 

to increase awareness of the importance of native plants, animals and habitats, and 

to increase species-richness in a locality. 

St. Joseph’s has been working very hard on Green Team projects such as our 

‘Biodiversity’ garden, Bug Hotel, habitat maps, biodiversity surveys and lessons, and 

creating our biodiversity rap. 

Green Team pupils, Pavel Simon and Sophie O’Neill; teacher, Ms. McLaughlin; and 

SNA, Kiera McKenna, went to the Helix this year to collect our Green Flag award. 

The Green Flag was presented to our school by An Taisce.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph’s is very happy to               

announce that we have been awarded 

our fifth International Green Flag, the 

Biodiversity Flag.                        

Green-Schools is Ireland’s leading      

environmental management and award 

programme, working with primary 

schools across the country. 

The Green Team would like to extend a great big thank you to all those who helped 

out this year. Go Green Team!  

(Editor’s Note:  We would all like to thank Ms McLaughlin, Staff and Children in 

Prefab 1, Peter Bregazzi and all the pupils on the Green Team for leading our 

school in this important initiative.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a busy year as usual in the Music Room as we sang, 

played instruments and prepared for special events.  

In March, Rooms 5,6,7, Prefab 1 and Chanelle took part in 

Córfhéile, a large schools Music Festival, at the Tallaght      

Basketball Arena. We enjoyed our performance and were      

delighted to get a standing ovation! Here are our Comments... 

From the Music Room 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all those who sat their music exams this year on various           

instruments, and some for the first time. Everyone worked very hard and of course 

this is reflected in the results, with everyone doing extremely well. Well done to 

everyone! 

Our End of Year Show reflected the diversity in our school and gave everyone a 

chance to shine. Thanks to Elsie from Ms.Tolan’s class who was our Usher, helping 

everyone find a seat. (Good luck to Elsie who is moving to Belfast and will be going 

to Jordanstown School.) At the Show, we had music of every genre from traditional 

to pop and classical to folk.  We had a variety of instruments and singing with some 

percussion thrown in for good measure. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

From the Music Room 

We even had a “Weather Rap” which was very appropriate and gave an explanation 

for all the bad weather we had earlier in the year!  Later in the programme, the 

weather theme was taken to another level with a rendition of “The Lightning Tree” 

with sound effects included!  Our singing group included Craig Layden who is leaving 

us this year and was in fine voice. The School Band played some wonderful music 

with a solo from Will Quinn on whistle who is also leaving us this year.  

Mr. O’Dowd’s class played percussion in 

“Things that I can do” and Ms. Gleeson’s 

class played bells along with the school 

band.   

Ms. McLaughlin’s class performed “The 

Three Billy Goats Gruff” and made some 

super props to go with their story. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

From the Music Room 

 

Ms. Maloney/Ms. O’Connor’s        

class and Ms. Clifford/ Ms.   

Gallagher’s class did a great 

job telling the story of 

“Sleeping Beauty in song.” 

We had some music from our Trad. Group with Sam and Laurentiu and later Sarah 

Murchan joined them on Piano for “My Singing Bird.” 

We had an appropriate solo from Laurentiu who is leaving us this year and sang 

“Fiddlers Green”, an old Fishing song.  Also leaving us is Ella Murphy who performed 

“Castle on a Cloud” from Les Miserables and sang beautifully. 

We had a rousing finish with everyone singing “Footloose” to send us all on our way 

for the summer holidays. 

Leavers, you will all be missed and I wish you all the best for the future. 

         Ms. Catherine McGorman, Music Teacher 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

On Saturday, 12th May, I took Sophie to Mayfest at ALSAA Sports Complex beside 

Dublin Airport. Mayfest is a wonderful day out when the children get to try out VI 

sports and activities such as Tennis, Judo, Tandem 

Cycling, Bowling, Rowing, Running and many more. 

Mayfest & VI Triathlon — A Parent’s Perspective 

At Mayfest, I met a lovely man called Eamonn Tilley 

who organises a Triathlon once a month. This is a 

free event for both children and adults with physical 

or sensory disabilities. I brought Sophie to her first 

Triathlon on 10th June and she really enjoyed it. I 

was quite surprised at the very low number of children in attendance and this made 

me sad as I thought to myself if parents don’t start using these services for       

children, they may be removed. 

As a working parent, I for one know how tired you can be and at weekends you can 

be chasing your tail trying to catch up with housework, etc. However, Triathlon is 

only on once a month and it is so worthwhile taking children to these events as it is a 

wonderful way for them to meet new friends and develop their social skills. From a 

parent’s perspective too, it is nice to meet other parents and to have a chat.  

                                                                          Louise Gough, Parent. 

Sophie Gough, Hanna 

Ciesielka, Hayden Kane 

and their family            

members all enjoyed   

trying the many VI 

Sports at Mayfest. This 

event is organised by   

Vision Sports.  



Sports Day at St. Joseph’s  
There was great excitement in the air 

on Tuesday, 19th June, as we                      

gathered for our summer Sports Day! 

The red, blue, green and yellow teams 

came together on the lawn and in the 

sports hall ready for action. After a 

shaky start due to the rain, the sun   

appeared from the behind the clouds. 

and the games began! 

 

Meanwhile in the hall, the boys and 

girls had a great time navigating 

their way through the sensory     

obstacle course. Pupils tried their 

hands at mega bowling, bubble    

popping, ring stacking and beach             

basketball before gathering               

together for parachute games. 

Out on the grass, teams jumped, raced, and 

hopped their way through the stations as the 

crowd of spectators cheered from the sidelines. 

While all the events were a big hit the all-time 

favourite welly throwing competition  attracted 

the biggest crowd and the greatest excitement! 



Sports Day at St. Joseph’s  

On the afternoon of Sports Day, Patrick from Moorings Mediquip kindly brought 

some bikes for us to try. It was great fun! Thank you, Patrick! 

After a well-earned rest, teams met on the yard for the most competitive event of 

the day, the relay races where teams go head to head for the much coveted St.  

Joseph’s Sports Day Cup. The sense of friendly competition was high as the red, 

blue, green and yellow teams battled out in events such as the egg and spoon race 

and water run relay. 

In the end there could be only one winning team and, this year, the Red Team      

colours will be flying from the winners’ cup. More importantly a fantastic day was 

had by all. Well done to all who participated. 

Editor’s Note: Special thanks to Ms Maloney and staff from Rooms 1 and    

Prefab 2 for the amazing Sensory Obstacle Course and to Ms Clifford and   

Ms McMahon for preparing for the Stations and Races.   

Bikes on Sports Day  



VI Football Workshop on Sports Day  

As a school, we have been delighted to link up with Vision Sports and FAI over the 

last couple of years and we look forward to ongoing VI Football coaching input in    

coming years. This will be a great encouragement for our young people to get                

involved in the future with the FAI Regional Centre for players with VI in Dublin.  

There is currently a centre in Cork too and there are plans for others in Dundalk, 

Limerick, Waterford and Galway.  
 

Thank you, Nick, Alex and team for a wonderful VI Football Experience! 

After Lunch on Sports Day, while some of the            

children were having fun on the bikes, 20 children 

from Ms. Duggan, Ms. McMahon and Ms.Tolan’s               

classes took part in a VI Football Workshop                 

hosted by FAI. The children had been building up           

to this in their summer term coaching sessions           

with FAI Development Officer, David Rake.                 

(See next page.) 

Nick Harrison, FAI Football for All Development               

Officer, Alex Whelan and team set up an enormous               

inflatable pitch with walls, specially purposed for ‘Blind 

Football’. The coaching team all have experience working 

with B1, B2 and B3 players and teams. B1, B2 and B3 are 

categories used within VI Football to indicate the              

player’s or team’s level of functional vision, ranging from 

no vision to better vision.  



VI Football Coaching at St. Joseph’s  

 

This year in St Joseph’s our children received specialised football training from 

David Rake (FAI Development Officer) and Alex Whelan (Head Coach of Blind 

Football Ireland). The coaches took two groups for training, the former group    

comprising of children with some functional vision, the latter group comprising    

children who are blind.  

With the first group, skills such as passing, control and dribbling as well as shot  

selection were developed. The children practised shooting at a target using both 

left and right legs. With the blind children, skills such as controlling a ball between 

one’s feet and listening and responding to a variety of instructions regarding spatial 

awareness on the football pitch were practised. 

Blind football equipment was used to facilitate the needs of all the children who 

took part during the coaching and at the Sports Day VI Football workshop.  It was 

the perfect end to a perfect Sports day and the sheer happiness and enjoyment on 

the faces of our children was a joy to behold. 

We look forward to continuing the links between St. Josephs and Blind football 

Ireland in the upcoming years, a healthy body is indeed a healthy mind!!                                             

   Mr. Thomas O’Dowd, Class Teacher and ‘Friday Football’ Coach! 

Editor’s Note 

A big ‘Thank You’ to David Rake, FAI Development Officer, for delivering the VI 

Football coaching  sessions in summer term. Also to Mr. O’Dowd, Class Teacher, 

for faithfully delivering Friday Football on our Grass Patch! 

 



Science and Maths are Fun! 

Editor’s Note: A very big ‘Thank You’ to Ms. Lisa Connor, Class Teacher, for leading our 

whole-school Science and Maths Experiments programme and the Showcase Session.  

This year, St. Joseph’s is delighted to announce that we achieved the Discover       

Primary Science and Maths Plaque of STEM Excellence. This is the highest award 

that a school can achieve for STEMS. Each class was involved throughout the school 

year and the pupils were engaged in a wide variety of Science and Maths activities. 

On 20th April, our pupils 

showcased their experiments 

to each other and to staff. 

This was an exciting morning 

which they thoroughly         

enjoyed. Well done everyone! 



Baking Class 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

in our mini electric oven. Later on, we went on to experiment with stir fry dishes, 

and the children learned to create dishes with beef and chicken using our own mini 

stove in the kitchen. We had great fun learning to work with flour tortillas to make 

our own burritos filled with meat and a variety of vegetables. We all loved the mild 

tomato sauce and the grated cheese and guacamole. 
 

In February, we enjoyed working with foods that are naturally sweet and fresh 

fruit was introduced into the kitchen. We began creating our own smoothies which 

was a fun way to get the children interested in fruit . Our favourite was fresh  

pineapple and banana smoothie using milk, natural yogurt and fresh orange juice. To 

chill our smoothie, we blended ice cubes into our smoothie mixture and children    

later enjoyed a very refreshing smoothie. It only takes a few minutes to prepare a 

smoothie and it is a great way to encourage children to eat more fruit. The children 

loved working with fresh pineapple and they showed the adults that they are super 

listeners when we held our pineapple quiz! 

 

In March we had great fun preparing Easter pancakes. Children helped in the    

kitchen to prepare a creamy chocolate and marshmallow  sauce and watched Susan, 

one of the SNAs, expertly flip pancakes. We later decorated our pancakes with 

miniature Easter eggs. 
 

In April we experimented with yeast and we prepared our own yeast bread .        

Children were excited to watch their bread rise in the oven. Homemade jam was     

 

In  January 2018 we began our Thursday morning 

classes on a very healthy note. We switched 

from baking treats to simple home cooking. The 

idea was to teach children to be careful with 

sugar and so we baked on special occasions to 

make treats a treat!  

The children learned to prepare sweet peppers, 

mushrooms, courgettes, leek and sweet            

potatoes..  They enjoyed home made soups and 

our favourite was a soup prepared with potato, 

leek and courgette with homemade bread baked 



Baking Class 

 
 

also prepared with rhubarb and apple to accompany the bread. We went on to use 

active dried yeast again when we prepared our own pizza base. Children enjoyed 

preparing their own toppings for their pizza and our favourite was pepperoni, with 

sweet red peppers and grated cheese.  

 

In May, we worked with eggs and children learned how to make a Spanish omelette 

using eggs, potatoes, onions, and olive oil. We had one very special treat which was 

our pina colada cake using fresh pineapple, coconut milk, eggs and decorated with 

cream and cherries.  

 

In June, we worked with pasta and the children created their own dishes with      

vegetables . We also added in ham and Spanish chorizo and our own natural tomato 

sauces using fresh herbs.  

 

Over the last few months, all our children have learned that eating well can help us 

to feel good, live and play well and to stay healthy. I was very pleased to learn from 

Ms. Tolan that her pupil, Elsie, was  encouraging her friends to try healthy food in 

class. Well done to all those who attend Baking Class on Thursday mornings.  

 

                 Ms. Phil Egan, CDETB Resource Teacher   



 Food Dudes 

 

Friends for Life by Will Quinn 

Friends for Life is a programme that’s about caring about yourself and your family. 

Each letter in the word ‘FRIENDS’ stands for something.  

F stands for Feelings. We learned to recognise our emotions and what happens 

to our bodies when we feel certain ways. For example, if you are worried, your hands 

might shake, you get butterflies in your tummy, you might sweat and your heart 

might beat faster. 

 

Our Food Dudes Experience, by Sophie Gough 

We started our Food Dude Programme in April. Every day we got different fruit 

and veg to try. We tried lots of healthy snacks such as mangetout, slice of pepper, 

carrot sticks and cucumbers. We also tried apple slices, bananas, orange segments 

and grapes. If we tasted or ate the fruit and veg, we were awarded a sticker or a 

prize. The prizes were a lunchbox, a water bottle, a pedometer, a rubber or a pencil. 

At the end of the Food Dudes Programme, we received a certificate. Together, our 

class made up two poems about healthy eating. Instead of five portions a day, we 

learned we need to eat seven portions a day. 

For four days in June, the Food Dudes Team delivered summer fruits for us to try. 

We really enjoyed our Food Dude experience and remember that being healthy is 

being happy.  

 

 

Editor’s Note:The Food Dudes programme is managed by Bord Bia, is promoted 

by the Department of Education and gets financial support from the Department of 

Agriculture, Food & the Marine and the European Union through the School Fruit 

Scheme. A big ‘Thank You’ to Ms. Geraldine McMahon, Class Teacher,  for             

coordinating the programme at St. Joseph’s and to the Room 6 SNAs, Lisa and    

Donna, for overseeing the distribution of the Food Dude deliveries throughout the 

programme. Thanks too to Sophie Gough for explaining Food Dudes so well. 

 Friends for Life 



 Friends for Life (Contd.) 

 

Editor’s Note: 

The ‘Friends for Life’ Programme is promoted by NEPS, the National Educational 

Psychological Service. Class Teachers Ms. Geraldine McMahon and Ms. Libby Duggan 

are trained to teach this programme. They ran the programme jointly this year with 

their classes. A big ‘Thank You’ to them for all the time they put into preparation 

for these important sessions. Thank you too to Will Quinn for explaining so well 

about the ‘FRIENDS’ skills which help to keep our minds healthy and resilient. 

 

 

R stands for ‘Remember to Relax’. We learned how to breathe making our tummy 

bigger, pizza massage and milkshake breathing.  

I stands for ‘I can do it’. It is important to have helpful thoughts instead of     

unhelpful thoughts. For example, if you don’t know anyone at a party, instead of 

thinking, ‘I will just sit in a corner’, try thinking, ‘I will introduce myself to one   

person and see what happens’. 

E stands for Explore Solutions and Coping Step Plans.  We learned to break 

down our problems into small steps so they feel less scary. 

N stands for ‘Now reward yourself’. Give yourself a reward after each step. For 

example, after a long practice of music, reward yourself with playing board games. 

D stands for ‘Do it every day’. Use what you have learned from Friends for Life 

every day.  

S stands for Smile, Stay calm and talk to your Support network.  Your support 

network is your family, friends, SNAs and teachers. These people make me feel 

good about myself.  

Our Friends for Life skills will really help us in the future.  

 



Room 1 News 

We have been working hard this term but have also been enjoying getting out and 

about in the sunshine — noticing signs of spring and summer in Sense and Grow.                                                                       

          Play                                          

It is so important to spend time with our friends. During play time we learn to take 

turns and to share. We also have lots of fun! 

We went under the sea with “Commotion in the Ocean” and explored 2D shapes 

with our story “Shape World Mix Up”. 

Jay and Andrei dancing to 
our morning action songs.

Wheeee! Jesse and Mary 
Grace in full swing! 

Johnathan and Jay playing 
in the ball pool.  

Story 

Finding rectangles on our 2D shape hunt. Andrei feels the angel fish 
from our story “Commotion 
in the Ocean”. 



Room 1 News (Contd.) 

         Down on the Farm                                           

We had a wonderful day out at Newgrange farm. We petted lots of animals and 

helped to feed the lambs and the hens.  

Johnathan explores the fields. Andrei and Jay listen to the noisy pigs. 

Splashing around! Mary Grace and Jay enjoy the water play area. 

And now it’s time for a well-deserved summer break. 

Happy Holidays Everyone! 



Exploring and Learning in Room 4 

It’s been a very busy year in Room 4. One of the highlights of the last term was      

undoubtedly our visit to Newgrange Farm where the children interacted with a       

variety of farm animals, birds and machinery! 

Parachute games proved a huge 

source of enjoyment for our class 

this year as they appeal to a     

variety of senses. 

Sensory Stories with tactile and 

auditory props also captured the 

attention of the children,     

sometimes read by Aideen, the 

ChildVision Librarian. Thank you , 

Aideen! 

Have a wonderful summer! 



 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have just had a great School Trip! We went 

bowling at Charlestown.  We used a special 

ramp which made it easier to roll the bowling 

ball.  We had a great time! Alice was our   

Champion. Well done, Alice! 

Learning and Fun in Prefab 1 

We have had a very important part to play in getting our Diversity Green Flag as we 

have cared for the ‘Biodiversity Garden’ that is right outside our classroom door. We 

planted rosemary and thyme and sunflowers and have kept them watered. 



 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jack and Sophia really enjoyed Music 

Therapy this year. They made beautiful 

sounds with many different instruments.  

Hello from Prefab 2  

Daniel had lots of fun at                  

Equine Therapy this year.  

Learning and Fun in Prefab 1 (Contd.) 

It has been a fun term in Prefab 2! Oran, Hailey, Victoria, Lauren and Maciej have 

really enjoyed the good weather. We  visited our favourite spots in the sensory  

garden and the grounds of All Hallows College. Last month we enjoyed making art 

related to the theme of Weather. We also enjoyed sensory weather signifiers –  

spraying water (rain), shining different 

lights (sun) and feeling fluffy material 

(clouds). Painting beautiful rainbows 

with rollers was great fun!  



Hello from Prefab 2 (Contd.) 
 

 

 

 

Hailey works hard during physio time – but 

always has a smile! 

Victoria relaxes on the mat after Tac Pac 

time – her favourite time of the day!  

This term our friend Lauren made her First Holy 

Communion. She had a lovely day with her family 

and friends. Here she is helping her Pottery 

teacher, Ms. Finn,  roll out the pottery clay. 

Sports Day was great fun – Oran tried 

out this cool trike in the PE hall.  

Maciej explores some interesting 

tactile toys.  



Our Multi-Sensory Room  

 

 

This year, we opened the door of our        

wonderful new Multi-Sensory Room! This 

has been very exciting as it means we now 

have a dedicated multisensory room in the 

school building that can be easily           

accessed by our pupils.  

A music system was also installed to provide relaxing sounds that accompany the   

pupil’s time in the multisensory room. This ensures that our multisensory room truly 

caters for the multitude of senses – providing stimulating tactile, auditory,              

proprioceptive and vestibular input for all pupils to enjoy.  

With a lot of careful selection by Mrs Johnson, and some    

input from teaching staff, a wide variety of resources were 

selected from Adam & Friends for the room. These include a 

huge colour-cycling bubble tube, a ball run for light up balls, 

a projector, a vibrating sensory bed, a dark room with a fun 

tactile “grass” covering and built-in fans. The floor is soft,          

comfortable foam and the room features plenty of space to 

explore and relax.  

This is a fantastic resource to have in our 

school and it opened to much applause and   

excitement. It has proven to be a resource 

that will see frequent use year-round at St 

Joseph’s. We are very grateful to the           

Department of Education for part-funding the 

room and to all who gave donations to help us 

cover the remaining cost.                                                         

Ms. Mary Ellen Gleeson, Class Teacher 



  
                                                                                     

        

 

 

 
 

 

Leavers and Ice cream! 

 

 

  It’s time to bid a fond farewell to six of our pupils who are leaving. Laurentiu Kovaci, 

Craig Layden, Ella Murphy, Elsie Whitehouse, Will Quinn and Jack Duignan are all 

moving on to new schools in September.  

We celebrated their time with us at Leavers’ Assembly and, afterwards, the Ice 

Cream Van came and we enjoyed ice creams in the sunshine! 

We also say goodbye to two Staff members. Bernie Penrose, SNA (and champion 

fundraiser!), is retiring after many long years at St Joseph’s, and Lisa O’Connor, 

who was teaching the class in Room 1 this year.  

 

 

 

 

All our Leavers will be hugely missed. We wish them the very best for the future. 



This is the last day of our two-week July Education Programme.    

Although a reduced number of our own staff were available this year, 

it’s been a good two weeks with lovely Art activities, including bubble 

wrap art provided by volunteer, Evelyn Herlihy. Thanks, Evelyn! 

As I end, I wish to thank everyone who has contributed towards the 

successful year just completed, including our children for being the 

wonderful young people they are!  

Another school year has come to an end and, as you will have seen in our Summer           

Newsletter, there is much to celebrate. At the start of the year, Ms. McLaughlin’s and Ms. 

Gleeson’s classes moved into our new Prefabs. They have settled well into their new spaces 

and are finding the extra room very beneficial. Another new resource our children have   

enjoyed this year is our new Multisensory Room. It is wonderful to see their sheer pleasure 

and the benefit for them. Thanks to our much improved wifi and the purchase, through kind 

donations, of some iPads, the use of this technology has been enriching learning.  

Lots of great learning went on here at St Joseph’s throughout the year, as articles written 

by teachers and pupils have shown. Friends for Life, Food Dudes and our VI Sports             

initiatives have all been hugely beneficial in terms of educating towards healthy minds and 

healthy lifestyles. You will notice a strong Sports theme running through this newsletter, 

reflecting the strengthening of our very valuable links with Vision Sports. Vision Sports is 

an organization that works hard to provide opportunities for young people and adults with 

visual impairment to enjoy and excel in a wide range of sports. A Parent Perspective page on 

VI Sports is included, sharing in words and pictures the very positive experiences some of 

our parents have had as they have attended Vision Sports activities with their children. I 

would like to encourage parents who have not yet got involved with Vision Sports to check 

out their website: www.visionsports.ie. Some VI sports opportunities would not be suitable 

for our pupils who use wheelchairs but Junior Parkruns, happening in local parks are             

wonderfully inclusive events, welcoming all who register and providing a fun social context. 

One sporting event not mentioned elsewhere is our Swimming Gala which took place on 20th 

June and for which Fagans Pub again generously sponsored the plaques and medals.  

‘Thank You’ to all staff at St. Joseph’s Primary VI – Mary Hickey, our secretary,             

Gráinne Maloney, our new Deputy Principal, teachers, SNAs, bus escorts and our Dinner Lady, 

Michelle– to parents and guardians, our Board and Trustees, our Inspector, Seán Ó Murchú, 

our NEPS psychologist, Fiona Clancy, our former SENO, David, our chaplain Fr. Flynn,              

Fr. Dasan, all supporting ChildVision staff, those who have given donations to facilitate the 

specialist work of the school and to all those in the wider school community, too numerous to 

mention, who support us in so many ways. Happy Healthy Summer!   Gwenda Johnson, Principal 


