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A Proud Day!  by Abbie Healy, Senior Class 

 
 

On 4 November, the school had a visit from 

two members of the armed forces.  Their 

names were Lieutenant Deirdre Fahy and 

Corporal Andy Furlong.  They came to 

present us with our national flag and a copy 

of the Proclamation.  This is because next 

year is the 100th anniversary of Easter 

Rising 1916.  All pupils, staff and a few 

visitors gathered in Room 1 at 10.25.  Lt. 

Fahy read out the Proclamation with the help of Barbara from our class.   

 

 Next, Cpl. Furlong talked about the flag.  The       

 flag is a tricolour of green, white and orange.  

 Green stands for the people of the republic, 

 white stands for peace, and orange stands for 

 people who believe they are descended from 

 British people who had settled in Ireland.   

 We  learned that the flag should  not touch 

 the  ground and that it is raised at sunrise 

 and  lowered at sunset.  Then, Emily and I 

 went up to receive a copy of the Proclamation 

 and the flag on behalf of the school.  We 

 then sang our National Anthem.   



A Proud Day! (Contd.) 
Finally, we got the chance to ask questions      

and learned a lot. For example we heard that 

the Rising lasted about a week.  We also 

learned that Cpl. Furlong's working day 

sometimes lasts 24 hours.  Finally, Cpl. 

Furlong told us that he went to Chad in 

Africa in 2013, and has also been to Lebanon 

in 2008, 2009, and 2010.  He said he had 

received some medals for going on these peacekeeping duties.  After all the 

questions were asked, we sang "Ireland's Call" which ended the visit. 
 

The army is presenting a copy of the Proclamation and the Irish 

flag to every school in the country.  On the 15th March 2016, the 

flag will be raised at every school and every army barracks and on 

top of the GPO at 12 noon. 
 

I enjoyed the visit because I have never met anyone from the 

army before and I learned a lot from the question and answer 

session. 

 

 

All of us in Class 3 have been having so 

much fun learning about adjectives this 

term! An adjective is a describing word and 

we are using them to make our writing and 

language more exciting.  We had to think of 

an adjective beginning with the first letter 

of our name and that best describes our 

personality.  It was tricky! Once we had 

chosen our adjective we spent the 

afternoon designing our masterpieces.  

Fun with Adjectives: Room 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Room 5 

Room 5 have had such a busy term so far,     

working on our 1st and 2nd class work. We love 

working so much that we really don’t like going on 

trips or going to Sense and Grow or Soft Play!!!!  

We love doing Art every week. We made some 

lovely Christmas art this year. Have a look at our 

snow scenes. Evelina wrote our names in Braille.  

In October, we went on a school outing to the 

Botanic Gardens. It was amazing. Our favourite 

place was the tropical glass house and the     

chiming forest.  

In November, we had a visit from the Fire Brigade. It was amazing. We even got to 

use the fire hose and got into the fire engine and put the siren on.  



Learning through Play in Room 2 

 

Throughout November in Room 2, the children worked diligently on our theme of 

‘Family’.  In Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE), they learned the          

importance of looking after younger family members through play. 

 

 

                                                        Mary Grace giving baby doll a bath 

 

 

 

 

                    Jay carefully washing Teddy’s hair  

 

 

 

 

   

  Ella Jade ensuring that Teddy’s ears are spotless!! 

 

 

 

 

   

We discussed the various things we like to do together as a family and one of these 

was cooking. To this end, the class made chocolate Rice Krispy Buns with each child 

lending a helping hand. Hayden said they were absolutely delicious!!                                                         



 

Maths, Messy Play and More in Room 2A 

This term we have been working on object permanence and cause and effect. One of 
our favourite activities has been to search in different mediums for a missing      
object. We take a sensory ball, some shapes or beads and hide them in sand, water, 
foam, jelly or “gloop” – the messier the medium, the more fun we have!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also had a lot of fun mark-making with our fingers in these different     
mediums. Foam is probably our favourite – especially when we clap our hands to make 
it “snow”. 

Some of us have also started to match and sort – we have great fun sorting          
different textures, colours and sizes! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 We have a few favourite books on rotation at 
the moment in Room 2A for story-time: The 
Little Fish who Cried Shark! , Baby Bear’s Birth-
day Hiccups, & Hop Into Bedtime.  



 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scott, Victoria, Adam and Richard wish everybody  

a big, jolly, happy Christmas ! 

 

In our class, we have been very busy using our fine motor skills for painting, gluing, 

scrunching and pasting to make beautiful Christmas crafts.  

Maths, Messy Play and More in Room 2A (Contd.) 

We are enjoying some seasonal 

stories about a jolly man in a 

lovely red suit! We went to the 

library to listen to the story  

The Polar Express. We have  also 

been learning some Christmas 

carols. We can play to the beat 

of Jingle Bells and can make a 

big Santa Sneeze for When  

Santa got stuck up the Chimney 



Work and Play in Room 4 

It has been a very busy term in Room 4… 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We had fun making new friends  Aoibhinn gets to know her new classmates 

We learned about Autumn through 
stories, art and songs. 

 Andrei helping to peel the apples for 
our apple crumble. 

Daniel crushing blackberries to add 
to our cakes. 

 

Gretta making a ‘Little Red Hen’. 



Work and Play in Room 4  

 

The ghostly gang all dressed up           
for Halloween! 

Alice explored jellied “worms”. 

We have also been learning about 

shapes during the month of November 

and now we are getting into the    

Christmas spirit with lots of Christmas 

music, art, stories and baking. 

Merry Christmas everyone from all of us in Room 4!  



 

  

Hello from Room 8 

Having our morning catch up All ready to learn 

 

Dylan the monster came to    
visit at Halloween. 

Hailey loved her Halloween 
ghosts. 

Lots of singing and dancing in 
Room 8 

Johnathan is asking Lauren if she’s 
coming out to play. 



Hello from Room 8  

 

Dylan loves swimming. 

 

We love when we get visitors. Craft time is fun! 

Best buddies! 

Hailey being rescued by 
Fireman Johnathan. 

We had the best time seeing 
Santa at Arnotts! 



On 16th November, the pupils who read Braille participated in Braille Reading Day in 

the ChildVision Conference Hall. They read for a big audience alongside other Braille 

users from schools all over the country. It was Evelina’s first time to read at Braille 

Reading Day. She read about a trip to the zoo and she did really well. Ava read an 

entertaining story she had written about herself. Laurentiu read an extract from 

‘The Railway Children’ and Abbie read a piece from 

‘I am David’. Both read beautifully. Unfortunately 

Sarah missed the day due to illness.   

The guest judges were very impressed and 

complimentary to everybody. All the readers were 

presented with a goodie bag and a certificate and 

thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

 

In September we had a visit from some inventors from Bristol who are developing a 

brand new Braille machine called the Canute.  The inventors were here to get some 

feedback about this brand new machine.  So let us talk about it. 

What is a Canute? 

The Canute is a brand new Braille reader that is still in development.  At the moment 

it’s on its sixth prototype and the inventors want to make one more prototype 

before releasing it to the public. 

The Canute is a very big wooden box that is not that portable at this time.  It has a 

charging port and a USB port.  There is a refreshable Braille display on it.  You can 

read the books by simply putting the USB stick where you have your books saved 

into the USB port of the Canute. Then load up a book.  And now you can read your 

book in Braille.  It also has a mechanism that will load the next part of the page.  It 

takes eight seconds to load a page in this prototype but the inventors are fixing this 

up before the release to the public.  It took three years to get to this stage of 

development.  The developers said that the final prototype is going to be the size of 

National Braille Reading Day 

The Canute Braille E-Reader  
By Hannah Flynn, Senior Class 



 

an A5 sheet of paper.  And when they finally release it they say it will be a 

Kindle for people who are blind. 

Why is it called a Canute? 

Well the Canute is named after a Saxon King.  King Canute's story was that he 

thought he had control over the world and he wanted to test his theory.  He 

thought he might be able to bring the tide out.  So one day he tested his 

theory out and it failed.  The tide went in instead of out.   

Would it have a potential for the Braille market? 

The Canute is a very clever idea as an invention.  But does the Canute have a 

potential? Yes, it should have a potential in the Education and the Braille book 

market when it's finally released.  It might take a few years for the Canute 

to become popular in the Braille market. 

How much money will it cost? 

Well, the Canute won't be as dear as a BrailleNote.  It's ten times cheaper 

than a BrailleNote to be exact.  At the moment it is costing a few thousand 

euro to produce.  But when it comes on the market it should be about €600 to 

buy.  So it should be good value for your money if you don't want to splash out 

€6000 for a BrailleNote.  Though it doesn't have the internet, it still has the 

feature to read books on it. 

 

The Canute Braille E-Reader (Contd.)  



 

Some of us have been 

trying out the AKKA 

electronic mobility    

device in the hall. It 

lets us learn how to 

move, change direction 

and brake in our 

wheelchairs and it’s 

great fun! Kim from OT is 

helping us.  

 

  
 

In Room 1, we have been busy 

decorating our class Christmas tree. 

We made our own Christmas trees too.  

 

 

 

 

Term 1 in Room 1 

   Sophia just loves to be in the 
driver’s seat. 

Bart loves to move and groove at 
AKKA in his chair. 

This term, Luca, and Nunzia brought their  

very special pet therapy dog to visit our 

classroom. They had come all the way from 

Italy. We really enjoyed their visit.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dublin Fire Brigade Visit Our School: Room 6 

This term, lots of classes have been learning all about fire safety. Some of us drew a 

map showing the layout of our houses. When we did this, we discussed an escape plan 

with our parents in case there is ever a fire in our house. With our parents, we found 

a safe meeting place where all our family will meet if there ever is a fire.  

We learned about fire safety rules such as:  

 use a spark guard in front of a fire, 

 keep doors free of clutter at all times,  

 close every door in the house at night time,  

 put out all the candles at night time,  

 an adult should always be in the room when the cooker is turned on,  

 check all smoke alarms regularly,  

 clean the chimney yearly, 

 have an escape plan made with the whole family in case a fire starts, 

 keep lighters and matches away from children, 

 don’t overload sockets, 

 don’t smoke cigarettes in bed, 

 don’t overfill ashtrays,  

 at night, unplug televisions, tablets, iPads, Xboxes, mobile phones, play stations,  
 

In Room 6, students completed a “Fire Safety Checklist” with a grown up to make 

sure all our homes are safe. 

In November, the Fire Brigade came to our school to teach us all about fire safety. 

First, they came into Room 6 for a question and answer session! We asked lots of         

questions. For example, we asked: How many 

fire trucks do you have? They said they 

have two fire trucks and a third fire truck 

especially for the Dublin Port Tunnel. 

We asked how long it takes to train to be a 

fire fighter. They said it takes 6 months 

and that in Ireland all fire fighters are 

trained as paramedics as well.  



 

We also asked them what they do when they are waiting to get a call about a fire. 

They said they check all the equipment, they do a practice fire drill and “make the 

dinner”!! Finally, they told us all about their “average day” which turns out to be 

very different every day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

It was a brilliant day! We have learned a lot about fire safety. 

We hope everyone has a happy, safe and health Christmas! 

Dublin Fire Brigade Visit Our School  (Contd.) 

We checked that you can call 999 and 112 

from both your mobile and a landline-

which you can!  

They told us how they move around a 

room when they can’t see because it is 

filled with black smoke. They said they 

trail around the room, touching the walls 

at all times. They always work in pairs to 

make sure they are never alone and they 

use special breathing apparatus.   

After the question and answer session, we 

went outside to explore the fire engine which 

was parked in the school yard! Everyone got to 

spray water from the hose and a chance to sit 

in the fire engine, wear a fire helmet and 

press the siren!!  



 

 
 

 

Dublin Fire Brigade Visit Our School  (Contd.) 

 

 

Thank you, Ms Mc Mahon, for arranging the 

Dublin Fire Brigade visit.                             

It was a wonderful day for us all.  

 



 

 

Our Class  by Sabrina Maughan      

 

Dear Readers, 

 

We are the most senior pupils in St. Joseph’s Primary School.  We have eight pupils 

in our class from age eleven to fourteen.  There are four boys and four girls in our 

class.  There is Max, Gavin, Laurentiu, Fionán, Abbie, Barbara, Hannah and myself, 

Sabrina.  We have two Special Needs Assistants, Lisa and Matthew, to help us.  We 

learn Maths, Literacy, Irish, History, Science, Geography, S P H E, Word Pro-

cessing, P E, Music, Orientation and Mobility, Religion and Pottery.  We do lots of 

work and also have fun while we are doing it.  My favourite subject is Maths.  The 

thing I enjoyed most was when we all weighed ourselves on the talking weighing 

scales. 

 

We have two classmates who learn using Braille and most of us use big print.  Some 

of us will be receiving our Confirmation in May next year and some of us will be    

agoing to secondary school in September. 

 

At the moment we are getting ready for the Christmas Carol Service.  Some of us 

will read and most of us will play an instrument.   Three boys will be playing violin 

and the girls will be playing the tin whistle.  I have not decided yet if I want to be 

picked to read at the Carol Service.   

 

We have fun when I disagree about no school on Saturdays or Bank Holidays.  I 

think we should have school on those days.  As you will guess nobody else agrees 

with me.   

 

Have a Happy Christmas from us all in the Senior Class, 

Sabrina. 

 

 



The 1916 Easter Rising   by Fionán Ruane 
Our class is learning about the 1916 Easter Rising because next year 2016 will be 
the 100th anniversary. 

We are playing the characters of the people who took part in the 1916 Rising. They 
are Patrick Pearse, James Connolly, Thomas J. Clarke, Eamonn Ceannt, Sean Mac 
Diarmada, Joseph Plunkett and Thomas MacDonagh.  

We each have to find out facts about our character and we act out roles about 
them. My character is Patrick Pearse. He was a teacher and 
he loved to speak Irish. Sabrina’s character is Thomas J. 
Clarke. He owned a tobacco shop in Parnell Street. Abbie’s 
character is Thomas MacDonagh. He was a lecturer in UCD 
in Dublin. Hannah’s character is Eamonn Ceannt. He was an 
Irish republican. Max’s character is Joseph Plunkett. He 
was an Irish nationalist, poet and journalist. Barbara’s 
character is James Connolly. He was a socialist leader. 
Laurentiu’s character is Sean Mac Diarmada. He was organizer for the IRB.    

My Pet Monster    A Story by Gavin O’Reilly 

 My pet monster is called Rexy. Rexy is terribly big and mighty strong. I have 
trained Rexy to listen to my orders. When we are in the house Rexy hides in the 
attic. Rexy is nice to my family under my orders. Everyone else needs to be afraid. 

He has spikey hair and sharp claws. His teeth are like 
fangs that can rip through meat. No one can hide from 
Rexy’s eyes, they are so big. If his eyes don’t find you 
he will sniff you out with his pointy nose. Rexy’s roar 
would send shivers up your spine. He is able to rip off 
roofs on top of buildings. You will hear his footsteps 
coming along. They bang and they clash as they come 
looking for you. I hope Rexy doesn’t come looking for 
you and if he does you’d better run!!        



The Rugby World Cup – Pool D  by Max Fulham 

 

The Rugby World Cup was divided into sections called pools, Ireland was in Pool D.  

There were four pools, Pool A, Pool B, Pool C and Pool D. 

Ireland won all their matches.  Canada didn't have success in their campaign at all 

while the Romanians only won a single match of their attempt to reach their first 

quarter-final.  Italy weren't as unlucky as the tier 2 teams. France had a running 

success until they lost against Ireland, the Six Nations Champions. 

Here is an account of that battering final match in the pool…. 

France started the game. Ireland gapthered and in the first few minutes the 

Irish conceded a penalty and France happened to miss. Ireland restarted and we 

put pressure on the French side. France conceded the penalty that we were  

looking for.  The penalty, taken by the out half, Johnathan Sexton, went through 

the post in the Millennium Stadium. During the first half there were five more 

attempts at the posts, four off the tee and one drop goal. The drop goal was   

denied by the woodwork. The first half ended Ireland 9-6 France. Johnny Sexton 

became injured from a legal tackle. His substitute was Ian Madigan. The Captain 

Paul O'Connell had to be carted off the pitch on a stretcher and his substitute 

was Jamie Heaslip.  Paul was on the pitch for most of the break. 

                            Paul O'Connell: Injury 

 



 

The Rugby World Cup – Pool D  (Contd.) by Max Fulham 

 

The second half was started by Ian Madigan and gathered by the French. On the 

50th minute Ireland found a gap for full back, Rob Kearney. During the second half 

France managed to injure another key Irish player Peter O'Mahony, back row. 

Twenty-two minutes after Rob's try, 72nd minute, scrum half Conor Murray scored 

a try but instead of touching it down in the try box he hit the bottom of the 

padding on the goal post. The French weren't thinking of that place. Ireland only 

had to defend for seven more minutes, which they did successfully. Ireland 24-9 

France.  

Peter O'Mahony: Injury 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

After the match they discovered that Seán O'Brien had open handed punched the 

French No.8.  Seán's disciplinary hearing lasted longer than England's World Cup 

campaign. He was suspended for one week. That meant that he would miss the 

match against Argentina. Ireland was left with a 29 man squad because Seán was 

unable to play for a week and Jarad Payne hadn't been replaced yet. 

 



 

School Year 2015-16 has got off to a good start at St Joseph’s. In September, we 

welcomed eight new children, seven straight from preschool and one transferring from a 

mainstream school. All have settled in very well. Six new staff members also joined us: 

Sorcha Murray who is teaching the children in Room 8 and five new SNAs.  

During the summer, all school computers were upgraded to Windows 7, and subsequently 

teachers’ computers to Windows 10. We are hugely indebted to Roger Turner, IT 

Consultant, who volunteered to advise and assist us with this upgrade, making it financially 

possible.  

Over the summer months, some building renovation took place to provide more bathroom 

space in the Junior Corridor. We thank Joe Tyrrell, head of Maintenance at ChildVision 

for overseeing this work and Vivion Jordan, of Prospect Plumbing and Heating, for 

installing a sink unit free of charge. More building work will commence early in the New 

Year to provide new fire exits and to upgrade our fire safety system.  

In September, three of our teachers started the year-long University of Birmingham 

Braille Course through ChildVision. They are learning Unified English Braille (UEB), the 

new global English braille code which was adopted in Ireland two years ago, bringing it into 

line with the UK, New Zealand, Australia, the USA, South Africa, Canada and Nigeria. 

Other teachers have undertaken evening courses at Drumcondra Education Centre and 

through SESS. Work on our School Improvement Plan for the Language of Maths 

continues. Hopefully the pages of this magazine will have given you an insight into some of 

the many learning activities that take place in or school from day to day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

On Friday, some of you joined us for our Carol Service at St Joseph’s Church which was, 

as always, a wonderful occasion. On the opposite page, you will see some pictures of our 

Christmas party. Many thanks to C&T Supermarket, Philipsburgh Ave., and to Leydens on 

Richmond Road who gave our SNA, Bernie, generous donations of goodies for the children. 

A big thank you too to Garda Adrian O’Reilly (alias Santa) and to ‘Elsa’!  

Parents and Guardians, you may be interested to know that the animated film ‘Up’  will be 

transmitted with audio description at 13:35 on RTE1 on Christmas Day. You may also wish 

to check the following website for ideas for Christmas holiday activities for your child:                                  

http://www.helpmykidlearn.ie/ 

Very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.                                                      

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi 

Mhaise Daoibh go léir,  

   Gwenda Johnson. 


