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A highlight for our senior classes in summer term was ‘Bird Watch’. This 
was a two-day initiative arranged by one of our teachers, Ms McMahon, 
with Niamh Ní Cholmain, Biodiversity Officer, Dublin City Council/ Bird 
Watch Ireland. Here is the account from the children in Rooms 5,6 &7... 
       
   Bird Workshop 
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Green Team Bird Watch 

 
Niamh kindly came to our school to teach 
us all about birds. First, we had a      
workshop about birds. We learned that 
birds call and they sing. Birds do this to 
tell other birds that they are strong and 
to warn them not to go near their nests! 
Spring is the best time to hear the 
“Dawn Chorus”. Birds like to build their  

nests in forests because it is a good place to find food and there are 
tall trees for the birds to look around. Birds make nests out of sticks, 
leaves, branches and grass.  
 
We learned that worms are important because they make compost by 
eating leaves and passing the leaves out of their bodies. Mammy seagulls 
stamp their feet on the ground to get worms. This scares the worms 

and they wiggle up to the top of 
the soil and then seagulls can eat 
them!  
 
It is very important not to give 
seagulls food just in case it gets 
stuck in their throats.  
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Green Team Bird Watch (Contd.) 
 

 

 

 

Trip to St. Anne’s Park 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niamh brought in lots of       
different things that we 
could feel, smell, see and 
hear. We touched feathers, 
eggs, seeds, a bird house, 
thistles, a hen called 
“Whistle” and some of us 
even touched worms and 
snails! 

We also touched all the different things that birds use to make 
nests.  Niamh played a recording of a few different kinds of bird 
calls including magpies, mallards and swans.  

The following day we went to St. Anne’s Park to listen out for the dif-
ference between a bird call and a bird song. We heard lots of bird 
calls and songs including that of a wren, robin, woodpigeon, blackbird 
and cuckoo.  
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Green Team Bird Watch  
 

 

 
We also got to see, feel and smell lots of different types of flowers 
including buttercups, dandelions and wild carrots! After our walk 
through the park we had a picnic before we went back to school. 
 
Everyone had a great day. We would like to say a big “thank you” to 
Niamh Ní Cholmain for sharing her knowledge and expertise with us and 
to Dublin City Council for sponsoring the bus transport for our trip to St 
Anne’s.  
  

  

 Ms Duggan & Ms Gallagher’s 
 classes had a fantastic school 
 tour to the Pine Forest in the 
 Dublin Mountains. At Pine Forest, 
 there is an arts and crafts centre 
 surrounded by a beautiful forest 
 and a river. We made birds, pop-
 up cards and forest drawings. 
 

We went on a mountain walk and 
crossed over a river.   

On one side of us was Co. Dublin                                                       
and on the other side was                                                                      
Co. Wicklow. We saw a hawthorn                                                         
tree and could make a wish if                                                                 
we wanted. 

 

 
 

Out and About: Rooms 2 & 3 
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We also to Griffith Park in Drumcondra. We walked from school and 
then had great fun in the play ground. We played games in the park and 
ate a yummy picnic. Next we visited Drumcondra Library and got to 
examine and read lots of books.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We hope you like the pictures of some of the things we did indoors and 
outdoors this year. We can’t believe it’s our Summer holidays already. 
This year has flown but we think that we deserve a little break now !! 
Have a super Summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out and About: Rooms 2 & 3 (Contd.) 
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This exercise is tough work! 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam shows good posture on the 
peanut ball. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mary Grace does great           
Zumba moves. 

 

Something Fishy! 
Mr. O’Dowd’s class  
has been exploring the  
Water theme.  
 

        Ah yes! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

This is the life! 

 
 
 

Ella Jade reaches for the stars 
on the trampoline. 

 
 
 

   
 
  The bubbles! 
 
   
  

  
 
    The luxury! 
 
 
 

       
 
 Our foot spa! 
   

 
Room 4 
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Term Three whizzed by for everyone in Ms Maloney’s class! We worked 
hard and also had lots of fun. The lovely weather meant that we could 
get out and about for nature walks and fun with our friends. In May we 
got a new computer in the classroom and we love playing games with our 
new switches. We are all looking forward to a well deserved rest this 
summer! Happy Holidays everyone!                                                                                             
 
We have really enjoyed all the special days this term. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 8 

Attention!                                                          
The Army Band came to play       

for us on our Fun Day! 

Shake! Shake! Shake!                                   
We all participated so well on 

Sports Day! 

    Keeping it Green!                                                      
We helped to pick up litter.  

Out and about!                                                              
We like to visit the animals.  
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Here’s a snapshot of the hard work and fun                                        
Room 8 has been up to this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 8  

Wheeee!                                       
Alice has a great time on the swing. 

Gretta balances on a ball while 
bouncing on the trampoline! 

Andrei chooses his favourite song 
on the switches. 

Giddy Up!                               
Victoria exercises on the horse. 



 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ms McLaughlin’s class, we worked very hard on our ‘Under the Sea’ 
display. We made jellyfish, walruses, rainbow fish and tropical sea 

 

Room 8 (Contd.) 

Lauren uses a switch to play her 
favourite computer game. 

Mmmm Smells Good!                
Johnathan cooks up a  chocolate 

storm in the kitchen. 

 

Room 1  
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All of us in Room 1 loved our sensory 
story about a beautiful Rainbow Fish.  
The wise old Octopus was a very popular 
character. Everyone loved his many legs. 
We have a quiz for you… 
Q1. How many legs has an octopus?
Q2.What do you call more than one        
      octopus? (Answers at the end) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

In Room 1, we celebrated four 
birthdays this year. Aisha, Conán, 
Jack and Bart love an excuse to 
wear fancy hats, taste ice cream, 
and party! 

 

Conán will be leaving us this year to go to 
secondary school. Everybody will miss his 
wonderful smile and superb sense of humour, 
especially his friends from this year in Room 1 
- his teacher, Ms Mc Laughlin, and his SNAs 
Maura, Mandy and Geraldine. We know he will 
be loved in his new school as much                                      
as he is here. We all hope he will be very happy.  

 

Room 1  

   Bart has fun with Octopus   

Jack is checking out Octopus. 
Not too sure yet!! 

Conán meets all the characters    
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Conán Buckley made his Confirmation this year. Msgr. O’Connor was the       
celebrant. We celebrated a wonderful day with Conán and his family.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

All of the children in Room 1 helped to 
make a very special dove using cut outs 
of their hands and feet as feathers. 
 
 

 
Three pupils are moving on to secondary school this year. It has been a 
pleasure to have each of them in St Joseph’s and we will really miss 
them. We hope they will be very happy in their new schools. 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Room 1 (Contd.) 

 

Graduation 

Conán Buckley Elizabeth Durowoju Sindou Dao 
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On Thursday 25th of June 2015, Ms Flynn and Ms McMahon’s 
classes went to Activity Nation at Ardgillan Castle for our 
school trip.  Our group leader’s name was Quico. He was very 
friendly and very nice.  He told us he was from Spain.  He 
showed us around Ardgillan Castle.   
 
Our first activity was Rock-climbing. We all loved this, even the 
adults! Our second activity was Archery. Craig was the first 
person to get a hundred points. Ellen got the bulls-eye twice! 
Our third activity was paintball target shooting. We used guns 
to shoot at the cardboard wall. We all really enjoyed doing 
paintballing, it was really fun. We had some competitions too.   
 
Our last activity was grass sledging. Sam went so fast down the 
hill, he made all the adults laugh a lot!  We went back to have 
our lunch and after that we headed to the bus to get back to 
the school.  It was the best trip ever. It was really fun. Thank 
you Ms Flynn and Ms Mc Mahon.    
 
by Barbara Collins  
 

 

 

 

 

Rooms 5 & 6: Activity Nation at Ardgillan Castle 
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On October 9th 2014, our class buried a time capsule in the deepest, darkest 
place we could find – behind the filing cabinet in Mrs. Hickey’s office! In the 
time capsule we put our goals for the year, what we would like to achieve, and 
what was in the news that week. Miss Flynn also put a letter in for us. 
 

On Friday the 26thJune 2015, we made the trip down to Mrs. Hickey’s office 
to recover the time capsule. We brought the tin case back to our class and 
carefully peeled away the seal. Inside we found a picture of our class in      
October – we’ve all changed! We found our heights and measured ourselves 
again. Nearly everyone got taller. We read our letters addressed “Dear me” 
and found out that we have learned a lot of the things we had hoped we would! 
We also found a letter from Barbara  telling us what the main headlines in the 
news that week in October were. The water charges were the biggest news 
story that week and the All Ireland Final between Kerry and Donegal was still 
being spoken about. Buried in the bottom of the tin case we found a letter 
from Miss Flynn to the class. In it she told us how great we were and how 
much she was looking forward to our year. We had great fun opening our time 
capsule and seeing how much we’ve grown up and matured throughout the year. 
              

October 2014                                   June 2015 
 
 

 

 

 

                                     
 
 
 

 
 

 
We are very sorry to have to say goodbye to Jenny Flynn.  
She has been a much-valued teacher at St Joseph’s  for the past 
5 years. As she leaves to take up a permanent position in another 
school, we thank her for all her hard work and commitment to 
her pupils and the school. We will miss her and wish her every 
happiness in her new school.  
 

 

 

Room 6: Time Capsule 

 

Farewell 
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 by Sindou Dao 

 

 
On 12th May, our class went to Dublinia. 

It is a museum that shows us about life during Viking times and Medieval 
Dublin. 
 

We got there at around 11 o’clock. In the entrance 
there was a model of a Viking long ship with a very 
realistic looking Viking standing on it. We waited 
there for a while before our tour guide, James, 
came. First, we had our snacks. In the room where 
we ate, there was a statue of an archaeologist at 
work. He had found a wooden sword. He looked like 
a real person!    

 
After that, we followed James into another room where we heard the 
sound of the sea. We learned that it took the Vikings about a week to 
travel from Norway to Ireland. There was writing on the wall that said 
that Bluetooth was actually a real person who wanted to stop the 
fighting and raiding in monasteries.  
 

The next room was themed around a market place at the coast. There 
were people selling slaves, salt, tin, ivory from tusks of walruses and 
soapstone. We learned that places now known as Dublin, Waterford and 
Wexford, were huge selling markets for Vikings. 
 

In the next room there was a pretend Viking street. James told us that 
the real one was usually smelly because there were animals roaming 
around. We went into a Viking house. There was a campfire in the middle 
of the floor. It was surrounded by large stones so the fire wouldn’t 
spread. There was also a statue of a girl in the cor-
ner grinding wheat to make flour. Of course all of 
this was pretend and a real Viking house is sup-
posed to be about twice the size of the room we 
were in, but it was still very cool. We got out of the 
house and continued walking up the street.  
 
We went into another room and there was a little 
chest with a chainmail tunic. Max and Abbie tried it on. It was really 
heavy to lift. After that, we went into a small and dark room where 
there were sounds of a Viking battle going on and a wolf howling in the 
background.  

 

Room 7: Our Trip to Dublinia  
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Next, we went to the second floor which showed Medieval Dublin. The 
first room we went into was all about the Black Death. There was a stat-
ue of a man pushing a wagon with two people lying on it. Back in the time 
of the plague, there used to be a lot of people dead on the streets. They 
couldn’t be left there, so they were put on wagons, wheeled away and 
buried. The Black Death came from fleas from rats that sneaked aboard 
ships from other countries.  
 
 

The next room was themed around a fair in Medieval  
Dublin. There were people selling jewellery and metal  
but my favourite was the barber-surgeon. A barber- 
surgeon was basically a barber, a dentist and a doctor 
 all rolled into one. They weren’t really trained enough 
 and didn’t make the best medicines, but people still  
went to them. Outside the barber’s today, there are  
usually poles with red and white stripes. In Medieval 
fairs, outside    barber-surgeons’ shops, there were red 
and white poles too. Back then, red was for blood and 
white was for bandages.  
 
In the next room, there were people who had their heads and their 
hands stuck in a stockade. A stockade was a plank of wood that had 
three holes. The middle was for your neck and the holes either side was 
for your hands. This was a punishment for when you still had your fire lit 
after curfew. Curfew was a time given to a town that said when to put 
out your fire. 
 

In the next room we went on a pretend ship. We felt the motion of the 
sea under our feet and we could hear the waves and seagulls too. 
After that we returned to school. I was really tired when we arrived. I 
would go back another time to read all the writing on the walls of   
Dublinia because I didn’t get enough time to read everything and it was 
all very interesting.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Room 7: Dublinia & More (Contd.) 
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I am Leaving Primary School (by Elizabeth Durowoju)                                
Hi! My name is Elizabeth Durowoju. I am 13 years old and I am going to leave           
St Joseph’s Primary School at the end of June 2015.  I’ve been  attending              
St Joseph’s since 2010.  I loved to go on trips with my friends and the    
teachers.  I used to be part of the choir along with the other students. I was 
part of a concert in the Basketball Arena called the Córfhéile.  I also enjoyed 
playing in the playground with my friends and my best friend was Abbie Healy. 
I loved doing typing and people used to mess with me by asking me to do their 
typing homework.  I’ve been going to a house named Gentili this year.  I 
stopped going to Gentili on 23rd June 2015.  I am going to miss all the  people 
of the campus of ChildVision and all the students from Vocational and    
Pobalscoil Rosmini.  I am also going to miss my friends and all the teachers and 
SNAs from St Joseph’s Primary School. 

 

 

Memories of Room 7 Leavers 

      Sindou Dao        Elizabeth Durowoju 

Max says:  
“Sindou is friendly. He sometimes makes me laugh. He helps 
other people on the yard. He has been preparing hard for his 
new school. 
“Lizzie always has a smile on her face. She loves the         
Tuesday’s shepherd’s pie, the petit filous and the chocolate 
cake. 
I will miss them. Good luck from Max!” 

Laurentiu & Sabrina say: 
“Lizzie always has a smile on her face.  She likes to be      
helpful. She likes to give us compliments every day. She is a 
great friend.  She likes rabbits but not cats.  Lizzie liked our 
visit to Dublinia.”   
“We always play with Sindou on yard. He is always talking 
about Minecraft. He is a great friend and is very helpful and 
kind.”  
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by Abbie Healy 
 

I remember meeting Lizzie for the first time in 
our swimming pool back in 2010.  From then on, 
Lizzie and I began developing a friendship. When 
we first met, Lizzie was afraid of the deep end.  
I had tried to encourage her to come with me to 
the deep end but it didn't seem to persuade her.  
I was seven and she was eight at the time.  I   
remember that from that day on, our friendship 
got stronger.  The next year, we were in each 
other's class.  We liked this and this was when 
we really got to know each other properly.  We began trusting each other with 
whatever we told each other.  Then, Lizzie began helping me in yard etc.  She 
is very helpful and kind.  The next year, Lizzie and I were separated once 
again, but we still remained friends as we saw each other    every day on yard 
and when our classes met.  This year and last year we have been together in 
the same class.  Lizzie's favourite dinner is shepherd’s pie and her favourite 
dessert is chocolate cake.  We made Lizzie a present in  pottery class and 
managed to keep it a secret from her.  I am going to miss Lizzie when she 
leaves, but hopefully, we will still remain friends by talking on email and on the 
phone etc.  But I will still miss her. 
 

Before I ended up in the same class as Sindou, we didn't really speak that 
much, maybe on the odd occasion.  However, when we were in the same class 
together, I got to know more about him.  This is my third time being in      
Sindou's class.  Ever since we have been in class together, I have learned that 
he loves Minecraft.  He talks about Minecraft a lot, and tries to get me to like 
it, but I don’t.  He tells me Minecraft facts to try to get me to like it, but he 
has not changed my mind.  Sindou can be very energetic and giddy, but in a 
funny way.  Since we've been in this class, Sindou has been really helpful to 
me, in yard when Lizzie's not able to, and going out to the bus.  Sindou's      
favourite dinner is chicken curry and his favourite dessert is chocolate cake.  
We have also made Sindou a present in pottery class and we have kept it a  
secret the whole time.  I will miss Sindou when he leaves to go to his new 
school. 
 

Everyone in our class and the school will miss Sindou and Lizzie very much. 
Good luck to both of you in your new schools and I hope you both do very well. 
                                         

 

 

Room 7: More Memories  



 17 

 

 

 

Well, where did that last term go? I hope you have enjoyed reading  
news from the classes about some of their Summer Term activities. 
Looking back over the term, there are some other highlights to mention.  
 

It has been great to see the benefit of the new assistive technology for 
children in Rooms 1, 2 and 4, largely funded by Department of Education 
and Skills. The equipment includes two computers with accessible 

mounts, software and switch controls and has opened up 
great possibilities for our children who are  non-verbal 
and use switches to communicate and to access the      
curriculum. You will see some of the great work on Pages 7 
and 8. An update of classroom computers 

is also ongoing, thanks to the volunteer assistance of 
Roger Turner, IT Consultant, Turntec Solutions. His    
significant investment of time and expertise on our      
behalf is very much appreciated.    
    
 

The provision of Rebound Therapy has progressed well this year. Fifteen 
children have been assessed by Lois McCrea, ChildVision Physiotherapist 
and have begun an individualised rebound therapy programme. Five      
additional members of school staff have been  trained to  implement 
these programmes and others will do refresher courses in the autumn, 

once Lois has completed her Trainer Qualification. We are 
grateful to ChildVision for funding Lois’s training and to Lois 
for her commitment to undertake it. Rebound Therapy is    
invaluable as a means of providing our physically less able   
pupils with opportunity to exercise and to increase muscle 
tone. It also benefits pupils who have difficulty with sensory     
integration.  

 

All our pupils did themselves proud in our Summer Term sporting events 
– Swimming Gala, Swimming Parties and Sports Day. A big thank you to 
Mrs Pepper, to our Sports Committee and to Mr Éamonn O’Malley for his 
generous sponsorship of the swimming medals and trophies. 

       
 

 

 

From the Principal 
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At Prize-Giving Assembly, many and varied achievements were             
celebrated and, as always, Parents’ Day Show was masterfully put         
together by Ms McGorman, with superb musical items from all classes.      
 

As you will see throughout the newsletter, some of our classes got to 
explore the great outdoors on school trips while others had a wonderful 
Fun Day here at St Joseph’s with the Army Band and Wheelchair Zumba. 
See pages 5 and 6! Our Fun Day was a new initiative to bring the fun to 
our classes who find it difficult to arrange transport for off-campus 
trips. Thanks is due to Ms Maloney for arranging the activities that 
were hugely enjoyed by all.  
 

The final venture for St Joseph’s this year has been July Educational 
Programme, for which fifteen of our pupils have been eligible. With one 
week complete, the programme is going very well, evidenced by some 
happy faces on the opposite page! Thanks to Donna Mitchell Murphy for 

volunteering to treat the children to a free Wheelchair 
Zumba session. 

At the end of school year 2014-15, my heartfelt thanks to 
all who have contributed to the learning and well-being of 
the children, and the life of St. Joseph’s Primary School. 
Some of you are involved on a day-to- day basis: our teach-

ers, SNAs and Mary Hickey our secretary, the escorts and bus drivers, 
and the nurses, therapists, catering staff and O&M trainers at 
ChildVision. Thanks for your ongoing dedication and commitment to the 
children of St Joseph’s Primary. Thanks to our Board of Management 
for their valued oversight and to parents and guardians for partnering 
with us in your child’s education. We appreciate very much the coopera-
tive relationship with ChildVision residential staff and are grateful for 
the support from maintenance team, the Braille Production Centre staff 
and those in management and on staff who assist from time to time.    
Finally, thanks to all in external agencies who work with us and to all who 
support us.                                                 

Mar a deirtear, ní neart go cur le chéile!                                                                                   

 

Best wishes for a wonderful summer.                                                                                                                                                                                       

Le gach dea-ghuí, 

 
Gwenda Johnson 
 
 
 

 

From the Principal 
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July Educational Programme 2015 


