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‘Incredible Edibles’ by Room 6 

 
 

This term, all in Room 6 have been involved in the “Incredible Edibles” project. 

“Incredible Edibles” is a healthy eating initiative developed by Agri-Aware to 

communicate the importance of eating Irish potatoes, fruit and vegetables for a 

healthy diet.  We registered to be part of 

this project in November 2015. We had to 

wait until April 2016 to get our “Incredible 

Edibles” pack. In the pack there was compost, 

carrot seeds, turnip seeds, lettuce seeds, 

potato seeds and strawberry plants. We 

planted all of these fruits and vegetables 

with some help from Peter from the 

ChildVision ‘Sense and Grow’ Garden.  

We watched videos to help us with the different 

steps for planting all the seeds and plants. Every day 

we look after our plants by watering them and check-

ing how they were doing! We kept them in the yard so 

that we could keep an eye on them! Unfortunately one 

of our turnip plants didn’t turn up!! All the rest of our 

fruit and vegetables are coming along great!! Our     

potato plants are flowering and we have even tasted 

some of the strawberries. They taste delicious. We 

hope to make some strawberry milkshakes when the 

rest of our strawberries are ready!  
 



Incredible Edibles (Contd.) 
 

We also did some quizzes about different types of fruit and vegetables.  

Some of the questions were:   

 Mushrooms grow best in 
 A. Near light  
 B. In the dark  
 C. On trees  
 D. Beside a sink?  (The correct answer is in the dark!) 
 
 Which vegetable is a flower that you eat?  
 A. Broccoli  
 B. Lettuce  
 C. Potato  
 D. Squash? (The correct answer is broccoli!) 
 

Which of the following is not a type of mushroom?  
A. Button  
B. Cup  
C. Flat  
D. Square? (The correct answer is square!) 
 
 

We really enjoyed participating in our “Incredible Edibles” project 

this year and we are looking forward to doing it again next year!  

  

News from Room 3 

 

Amelija has been very busy practising her pre-Braille skills. She 

is working hard to build up the strength in her fingers. This is 

really helping her to track from left to right without lifting her 

hands. Well done Amelija! 

The children in Room 3 have been very busy practising their 

literacy skills this term.  Emily, Michael, Sophie, Hanna and 

Nicole have been  working hard to plan and write personal 

and imaginative stories. They have enjoyed working together 

to come up with lots of connecting words and adjectives to 

make their stories more interesting. Our latest story, ‘A 

Sunny Day’, is displayed on our class noticeboard.                  



 

 News from Room 3 (Contd.) 
 

Chanelle is working on her communication and language skills. 

She is making choices independently, sometimes using her 

switch and sometimes using her words. We are so proud of her!   

Computer Classes 

Touch typing is a very valuable skill for children with a visual impairment, helping 

them become competent in the use of the computer. It also reduces their need to 

keep shifting their gaze between keyboard and screen. This year Craig Layden,    

Sabrina Maughan, Jeff Quinn, Fionán Ruane and Laurentiu Kovaci sat the              

Elementary Commercial Examining Board of Ireland Word Processing Exam. Hannah 

Flynn, Barbara Collins and Max Fulham sat the Intermediate Word Processing Exam 

and Abbie Healy sat the Advanced Word Processing Exam. All were successful.               

Once our children are about eight years old, and are able, they 

begin to attend computer classes with Ms. Foran. Here, they 

become familiar with the computer keyboard and learn to touch 

type accurately and with correct technique. This allows them 

learn to record and format information and to gather infor-

mation from electronic sources. Some children use JAWS (Job     

Access With Speech) so they hear what they type. 

Pottery News  

This year the children have taken part in a group project,     

creating three tactile colourful ceramic totem poles. The brief 

was to ' Take a coil for a walk’ to encourage experimentation,     
rolling ,twisting, creating texture and pattern with a coil of clay. 

The work grew and grew; some of the sections have captured 

the essence of flora and fauna. In other sections faces emerge 

from swirling coils. The piece has been titled 'Let’s All Stand 

Together’. In March, it was entered into Sculpture in Context 

an annual exhibition in the Botanic Gardens. To our delight, it 

has been selected and the students of St Josephs will exhibit 

their work along side some well established  artists. Go see 

their wonderful creation from September 7 to October 22. 

 

(Maureen Finn, Pottery Tchr.) 



 

 

 

 

Speech and Drama 

This year, for the first time, three of our classes prepared for the RIAM Speech 

and Drama Exams. A big 'thank you' to Sinéad Fitzpatrick, Senior Speech and    

Language Therapist at ChildVision who led blocks of group Speech and Drama      

lessons in the classrooms with the teachers and SNAs. Over the weeks, the       

children grew in confidence and had a great time learning their pieces together. 

On June 1st, they each recited prepared poems: “Breakfast” by PH Kilby, 

“The Last Dragon” by Judith Nicholls and “Who’s in?” by Elizabeth    

Fleming, mimed and told a personal story for the examiner. All were very 

proud of their performances and the examiner had a great time getting 

to know all of our talented students. A big well done for working so hard this year! 

From the Music Room 

In May, something very exciting happened for one of our past-pupils, Amy Campbell. 

Amy, now a student in Rosmini Community School, was invited to play in the Kennedy 

Centre in Washington DC at the opening of “Ireland 100 years of Arts and Culture” 

Festival. Others performing at the concert were Washington Symphony Orchestra, 

and Colin Dunne, the dancer, to name but two. In the 2,000 strong audience was An 

Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, and Joe Biden, Vice President of the United States. Amy is 

a wonderful uilleann piper and started her musical career in St. Joseph’s playing Tin 

Whistle.  We are very lucky to have uilleann piper and Director of Na Píobairí      

Uilleann, Gabriel McKeon, teaching her each Friday. We are so proud of Amy, as are 

her parents. It just shows what can be achieved through practice and commitment. 

What a very busy time we have had since Christmas in the    

Music Room! In March, we attended Córfhéile na Scoileanna in 

the Basketball Arena, receiving tremendous praise for our   

performance. All pupils doing SCT Music exams worked very 

hard, from Ryan Ferol and Hannah Ciesielka, who did their 

first    exam, to Abbie Healy sitting Grade 4. On Prize Giving 

day, all were delighted with their certificates. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the Music Room (Contd.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone took part in our End of Year Concert and all items were very much          

appreciated by the audience of parents and staff.  The children from Rooms 1,2,4 

and 8 played percussion in many of the songs including “I can’t stop tapping my feet” 

and Room 2A led “The Three Bears” song. The children from Rooms 5 and 6 recited 

“The Last Dragon”. All our violinists, seasoned players Max, Laurentiu and Fionán 

along with beginners Ross, Hannah and Evelina,  played “The Drunken Sailor” and    

Sarah Murchan played “Oh when the Saints” and “Down by the Lakeside” on the     

piano.  Solo singers Sam Freeney, Fionán Ruane and Laurentiu Kovaci showed their 

talents and Ms Tolan’s class along with the senior band presented a 1916 tribute 

with Hannah Flynn playing a beautiful air on whistle, while Max Fulham and Barbara 

Collins recited two verses of “The Foggy Dew”.  Both Senior and Junior Band gave 

rousing renditions and the singing by the whole school was second to none.  Of 

course, our “Green Team Rap” led by Mr. O’Dowd was a rip roaring success! Well 

done everyone.  I hope you all have a lovely summer and………don’t forget……         

Keep playing music!!!                                                                                                                                                   by Ms.McGorman 

Leaping Labradors & Intel Mini Scientist 

In early January, Sinéad Buggy and Laura Miller, 

from  Timahoe National School, Co. Laois, came to 

visit St Joseph’s with their Principal, Ms. Mulhall, and 

SNA, Annette.  The girls had invented an audio- video  

were keen for the senior classes at St.  Joseph’s to trial the 

game and to give feedback. 

Sinéad and Laura entered ‘Leaping Labradors’ for the Intel 

Mini Scientist Competition and won first prize!                    

What an achievement!! 

Read Max Fulham’s article about the Finals Exhibition on 

the next page.  

game called ‘Leaping 

Labradors’ for children 

who are blind or      

visually impaired and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Leaping Labradors & Intel Mini Scientist (Contd.) 

 

 

Visit to Intel Mini Scientist Competition    by Max Fulham 

On Friday, 22 of January, our class went to the Mini Scientist Competition. We had 

been invited by our friends from Timahoe NS who were in the final round of the 

competition for their entry ‘Leaping Labradors’. We got the bus from Drumcondra 

Rd. to Nassau St. and walked through the grounds of Trinity College Dublin.  When 

we arrived at the Science Gallery, we went to the first floor and met Ms. Mulhall 

who had invited us and who offered us some pastries.  When we had eaten we went 

to the exhibition hall.  Our group went straight to see the Leaping Labradors entry, 

invented by Sinéad Buggy and Laura Miller from Ms. Mulhall’s school.  

After playing Leaping Labradors, I split off from the rest of my 

class to have a look around.  These are some of the projects I saw: 

System for Charging Mobiles by Cycling 

The bike is attached to a dynamo so, when you are cycling, you are generating     

electricity which is then used to charge your phone.  The students who did the     

project are from Ennis, Co. Clare. 

The Ice Wristband 

The ice wristband keeps the body cool when exercising and playing games.  The 

wristband is put on the wrist, which is the cooling point of the body.  It is more    

effective then pouring water over your forehead.   

To make Electricity by Traffic 

The person who had the idea set up a roundabout with speed bumps.  These speed 

bumps, when driven over, push air up a tower. It comes down and pushes a wheel 

which makes the electricity.   

The Judging—While the judges were making their decision, we looked at the         

exhibition outside the theatre. We had to return to school by 3 pm so needed to 

leave  early. As a result, we missed the awards ceremony but we later heard that 

‘Leaping Labradors’ had won.  We were glad that the inventors of the winning game 

had visited our school and that advice we gave on certain aspects of the game was 

helpful. The game will soon be available for download on the NCBI website.   



Hello from Room 2A 

Our class clearly knows how to balance work and leisure!!!! 

Class 2A simply 

love to move to    

action songs and, 

boy, do they have 

rhythm! 

Our theme for June was “The Farm”. We visited Newgrange Farm for our school 

tour. The children had a wonderful time on the play tractors and visiting a variety 

of farm animals. 

Happy Holidays from Mary Grace, Ella Jade, Hayden, Jay and all in Room 2A! 



Of course, we are still very fond of our favourite animals who live down at the Pet 

Farm in ChildVision – especially the noisy sheep! We learned the Lámh sign for this 

animal recently and like to make it when it’s time to go for a nature walk, as they 

always come over to say hello! 

Room 2: Learning Indoors and Outdoors  

It has been a busy and exciting term for us here in Room 2. We have been out and 

about in Sense and Grow and as far as Dublin Zoo, and have been learning all about 

different animals. We are now very good at making animal noises – we are especially 

good at purring like tigers, stamping like elephants and growling like grizzly bears!  

At the end of our topic on Wild Animals, we went on our class trip to Dublin Zoo to 

meet some of the animals we learned about.  Here’s us meeting some friendly       

Sea Lions and some tall Giraffes at the African Plains.                                                           

 

    Our Zoo Art 



 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This term we really enjoyed doing water play-        

filling up basins with warm bubbly water, and           

using different containers to learn about capacity.         

We filled and poured, and did a little bit of      

splashing too!  

Room 2: Learning Indoors and Outdoors (Contd.) 

We also spent some time working on causation this year – the arrival of the             

computer to our class was big news! Here is Richard operating the switch to play a 

computer game... 



Room 2: Learning Indoors and Outdoors (Contd.) 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It was a busy term but we’ve had a lot of fun! A very happy summer holidays to all 

our classmates and friends, teachers, SNAs, secretary and principal at St Joseph’s, 

and to the ChildVision therapists and nurses, who have all worked so hard to help us 

have a great year! See you in September :)  

Victoria uses the iTalk to choose    
between two songs. 

  Here’s Scott playing a maraca to a         
favourite tune!  

Music Time has remained our favourite 

time of the day this term. Every      

morning, we make music with our    

teacher, Ms. Gleeson, and we have some 

favourite songs. “Shake My Sillies Out” 

is one of them!  

In Art this term we were exploring textures and 

sorting them into groups like fuzzy, smooth, 

rough, hard and soft. Here, Richard is checking 

out some things from the “soft” pile. 

We made some lovely collages using different 

fabrics and recycled materials! 



Work and Play in Room 4  

What a quick year it has been. Time flies when you’re having fun and we’ve been   

having lots of fun this term in Ms. Maloney’s class. 

Here are some of the things we enjoyed … 
 

Play Time! 

We have had lots of play time where we have been learning to share and to take 

turns with our friends. We have also explored new toys and have used switches to 

activate action toys. 

 

Story 
 

Our stories this term have been “Spring”, “Goldilocks” and “At the Beach”. We have 

listened carefully and like to re-tell our stories using switches. 

Dancing to our favourite action songs!       Gretta presses switches to make the 
Monkey sing and the pillow vibrate. 

Alice presses switches to tell our    
Spring story. 

Andrei listens carefully and                       
explores the page. 



 
 Our School Tour! 

We had a great time at Newgrange Farm. We saw lots of animals and got to feed 

the ducks and the hens. But our favourite of all was the water play area!  

 

Work and Play in Room 4 (Contd.) 

Aoibhinn and Daniel feed the hens! 

 

“What you lookin’ at?”                           
Daniel helps to feed the donkey. 

All of the boys and girls in Room 4 have worked very hard this year and should 

be very proud of themselves! 

And now it’s time for a well-deserved Summer Break. 

Happy Holidays Everyone! 



Hello from Room 8  

 

Art Time for Maciej! 

We learned how to brush our 
teeth this year. Here’s Dylan! 

Lauren loves getting her 
teeth brushed. 

Hailey loves doing            
Art and Crafts. 

Party Time for             
Johnathan and Dylan. 

Hailey having chats with           
Ms. Murray.  



More from Room 8 ! 

Exploring our Environment Heading out for a Nature Walk. 

Music Therapy with Bill 

Dancing Time for                   
Dylan and Michelle! 

At the Botanic Gardens 

A Well-Earned Rest! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eye Gaze 

MiTouch Interactive Boards 

This year, thanks to a generous gift received, 
we have been able to buy an All-in-One Eye 
Gaze system with ‘Attention and Looking’ 
software that helps assess, teach and       
stimulate early eye gaze and looking skills.  

The specially designed portable mounting       
system gives great flexibility, allowing Eye 
Gaze to be positioned to suit each user, 
whether sitting or lying.  

We are grateful to St Michael’s House, 
Baldoyle, who welcomed Mrs. Johnson,   

Ms Gleeson and ChildVision Nurse, Mary Burke, to observe children using EyeGaze 
there. We are excited about the benefits of EyeGaze for vision training at         
St. Joseph’s in the coming years.  

For a good while now, we have felt the need to invest in some interactive boards 

for St Joseph’s so our children can avail of educational interactive links in their 

learning. Having done some research, we discovered that the MiTouch               

Interactive Board has some particularly good benefits for children with visual         

impairment and for those with additional physical needs:  

 High resolution, giving sharper images 

 No shadows on the screen when teacher 
and child/children are working at board 

 Does not need the room to be darkened 

 No dazzle from  a projector lamp 

 Almost silent compared with the noise 
form a projector fan 

We are so grateful that, with funds raised 

through some school community donations and 

through our Zumba Fundraising Day, we will be 

able to buy two MiTouch boards and a height       

adjustable mobile stand in September.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Room 5 

What a busy term we have had!  

We have had Drama and Music exams and lots and lots of Summer tests. We have 

worked really hard on our English, Maths, Gaeilge and all the other subjects.   

However, it hasn’t been all work and no play …We have had some fun also!!  

On Tuesday 21st June, we had a Zumba Fun Day 

to raise funds for the school. We had never 

done this before and it was such fun. We 

danced for ages on the grass with the Zumba 

teachers. We played basketball, ate cakes, did 

the raffle and got our faces painted. We think 

it was one of the most fun days we have had in 

school.  

We had such fun in the swimming gala where 

we got to show off our talents and race 

each other in the pool. Then we had our 

Sports Day which was super. We even got to 

race the teachers and the SNAs. As always, 

the wonderful children beat the adults!!! 

Ava dancing with the      
Zumba Teacher 

On Thursday 23rd June, we went to Activity 

Nation at Ardgillan Castle on our school tour 

with everyone from Room 6 and Room 7. We 

were so excited. We got to climb a really high 

climbing wall. We sleighed down a huge hill. 

We did archery and paint ball shooting and 

played loads of games.  

We all agree that it was the best tour EVER !!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Room 5 (Contd.) 

We are having our annual Summer picnic next week and are really looking forward 

to it. We are just hoping the sun will shine so our sandwiches are not soggy ! 

 

What a super year it has been. We can’t believe that the school year has gone by so 

quickly. We’re just hoping for a nice long hot summer now!!  

 

We hope that you all have a lovely Summer.  

From everyone in ROOM  5. 

Miss Duggan, Adele, Donna, Sheena, 

Ava, Evan, Evelina, Lee, Ross, Ryan, Sophie and Will.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Trip to Activity Nation at Ardgillan 

     by Abbie Healy 
 

 

On 23 June 2016, our class (Hannah, Sabrina, Laurentiu, Gavin, Barbara, 

Fionán, Max and I) and pupils from Rooms 5 and 6 went to Ardgillan in Skerries, 

north County Dublin. We left around 10 am and took a minibus to get there.  On the 

bus we were singing some songs.  I thought it was fun—a good start to the morning.  

 

We arrived around a half an hour later and we went to have our morning snack but 

we were quickly split into two groups and went our separate ways.  Our group went 

to the grass sledges, while the other group went to the climbing wall.  We had two 

instructors, whose names were Dylan and Ross.  I was slightly nervous about going 

on the sledge, but it was fun after I went on it and found out how to use it.  When 

I went down the grass hill I felt better having someone alongside me.  Laurentiu 

and I had a sledge race and I won, even though I thought I wouldn't.   

 

Next we went on the climbing wall.  I wasn't so sure about going on the climbing 

wall, but I tried it anyway.  Although I needed help on it, I got halfway up twice.  

Laurentiu got 3 quarters of the way to the top, and neither of us can see.   
 

After the climbing wall, we sat down and ate.  After eating, different people went 

up to play archery and paint balling.  They were both fun and I managed to knock    

5 bottles and hit the target twice in archery.   

 

had to put their finger on your hand. If your finger was 

caught, you were out and if you caught another person's 

finger, they were out. As the circle became smaller and 

smaller, it was down to Fionán and me for the final. In the 

end I won. We got a group photo before leaving the park.  

 

Because I lived so near, I was allowed to go home early 

but the rest got a minibus back to  school.  I was tired  

after the day but I really enjoyed it and my favourite 

parts were the sledge racing and the paint balling. 

Finally, we played a group game in which we had to hold hands and you had to put 

your finger on the hand of the person left of you, and then the person right of you  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

Term 3 in Room 1  

Sophia has been enjoying working 
with her new  vibrating lollipop 
switch and vibrating cushion. 

The Room 1 Boys have been working hard on 
their switch work and are enjoying their new 

switch toys. 

Bart loves to walk in his walker. 
Fantastic work Bart! 

Jack has enjoyed making Teddy talk 
this year. Fantastic work Jack! 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 in Room 1 (Contd.) 

Did You Know?  

 

A Farrier is a blacksmith who specializes in shoeing horses. He needs the skill to 

shape and fit horseshoes and to clean, trim, and shape a horse's hoof. 

This term, everyone from Room 1 spent some time visiting the horses at 

ChildVision. We were lucky enough to see the Farrier at work.  We learned some 

interesting information about horse shoes and the farrier very kindly gave us our 

very own lucky horse shoe.  

The Farrier told us that: 

 Horse shoes should be checked every 6 weeks. 

 Nowadays the farrier brings the shoes to the horse and files the hoof making 

sure they are not filed down too far. 

 Sometimes a stone may get caught between the hoof and iron shoe and this 

can cause the horse to limp. 

 Each shoe is fitted to each hoof with seven nails representing the seven days 

of the week. 

Sophia and Shane are 
feeling lucky holding 

our very own        
horse shoe. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Room 1 (Contd.) 

Room 1 (Contd.) 

 

Room 1 (Contd.) 

 

This year St. Joseph’s has been awarded 

our fourth international Green Flag. We 

have worked very hard on our Travel 

theme. In May, Green Team members Sam 

Freeney and Evelina Lutuere went with Ms 

McLaughlin and Bridget to the Helix for 

the presentation of our new flag at the 

National Flag Awards Ceremony.     

 

the Woodsman. Bart helped make the Forest Worker.  We had fun using the 

puppets to tell the Rapunzel story.  

Our New Green Flag 

We hope you like our 

Rapunzel character 

puppets.  Shane 

helped to make the 

Handsome Prince, 

Sophia helped make 

Rapunzel, Aisha 

helped make the 

Wicked Witch  and 

Jack helped make  

Th

 

The Green Team celebrated our award by having a 

travel themed Action Day and flag raising ceremony. 

Environmentalist and presenter, Duncan Stewart, 

arrived on his bike to raise our new flag. He talked to  

us about the importance of energy conservation and 

recycling. Mr O’Dowd led us in a show-stopping 

performance of his Green Team rap and Peter Bregazzi 

from ChildVision helped us plant trees. Thank you to  

Ms McLaughlin, Ms Maloney and all the children and 

adults on the Green Team..  



Proclamations - Senior Room 

 

PROCLAMATION 2016 
by Abbie Healy 

 
To The People of Ireland: 

We are writing this Proclamation to state what the children of Ireland would like to 

change about our country for the future. 
 

We know about our past, we did our history. But it is the future that counts now, 

and we need to be heard as our generation will make the future. We know that we 

are lucky to be born and raised in a peaceful country but there are some things that 

we can do to make it even better. Ireland will be a better place. It is up to us to 

make this country better. 
 

The Homeless crisis is a big problem here in this country. Every man, woman and 

child should have a decent home. This is a basic human right. It is also not right that 

in 2016, elderly and sick people are left waiting on hard, plastic chairs and trollies 

for long periods of time in hospital emergency departments. We declare that all   

citizens have the right to proper health care and we demand that our new           

government solve the access to health care problem. We believe that in Ireland, 

everyone should have the chance to have a job and that there will be enough jobs 

for people who choose to stay here. This is important and will decrease the rate of 

unemployment. 
 

We also ask for more guards to be employed on our streets to cut down on criminal 

gangs and activities. We hope that in 2116,  Ireland will be a better place. It is up to 

us to make this country better for the for the many more generations to come.  

             Signed: Abbie Healy 



 2016  PROCLAMATION  TO  THE GOVERNMENT 
                                                                                     

 

 

by Hannah Flynn 

 

This Proclamation is all about the future of Ireland and this government which will 

take charge of our country and which should listen to public opinion. 

The government is important for any country because it passes laws and decides 

what’s right for the country. The Irish government has made bad decisions in the 

past that put the country in poverty. We know our History and now we want to turn 

our country around and make it into a perfect country that has very high life 

expectancy and one of the best healthcare systems. We are backed up by the 

citizens of Ireland and we demand that the government listens to what we want and 

makes our country right again. 

There is so much to be done and I’m going to list some of the most important things.  

We demand that more houses and social housing be built to fix the homeless crisis.  

We demand better healthcare services, more hospital beds and more doctors and 

nurses to be employed.  We demand a fair tax system.  We demand better social 

services.  We demand better police services to detect drugs and weapons sold 

illegally on the streets and more Gardaí on call at all times.  We demand better 

education services and more schools accepting any child with any religion or no 

religion, to be cared for in the same way as any child who is Catholic.  We demand 

better care for the environment and fines for people who aren’t taking care of it.  

We also demand that there should be more employment options in Ireland for people 

who lost their jobs and had to go to a different country to get work.   

There are more things that I haven’t mentioned that have to be done but these 

things I listed are the most important in my opinion.  

Please, government, listen to the citizens and do what’s right for our country. 

 

 

Proclamations– Senior Room  



 

                   by Sabrina Maughan           

Proclamation Day was on 15th March 2016.  We                                                              

remembered the 100th anniversary of the 1916 Rising.   

All the pupils and staff of St. Joseph’s gathered in the yard. It was a sunny day.  

The school band played. Barbara read part of the Proclamation. I stood beside her 

when she was reading and I was holding the Proclamation. Then Abbie read her own 

Proclamation in Braille.  Max read a piece which he had written about the Irish flag.  

The flag was raised by Fionán, Laurentiu and Matthew. It was also raised at every 

school in Ireland on that day.  

 

 

 

On Friday, 6th May, ten of our pupils made their First Holy Communion at             

St Joseph’s Church: Daniel, Ross, Emily, Sophie, Nicole, Lee, Chanelle, Will, Hanna 

and Michael. The celebrant was our chaplain, Fr. Jim Flynn and the co-celebrant 

was Fr. Dasan, assistant chaplain.  

 

Here are pictures of our  Communicants, 
with family and friends, taken on the day 

of their First Holy Communion. 

On Friday, 20th May, Abbie, Aisha, Barbara, Hannah & Sabrina 

made their Confirmation. Msgr. O’Connor was the celebrant. 

Frs. Flynn and Dasan were co-celebrants. We are grateful to all 

involved in the spiritual preparation and practical arrangements 

for both special occasions: at the school, St Joseph’s Church  

and Clonturk House. Thanks too to ChildVision for providing the buffet food and to    

Damien Williams for designing and providing the First Holy Communion booklets.  



 

by Barbara Collins 

 

 

 

 

 

On 21st of June 2016 it was a lovely sunny day.  Our 

school had a fundraising day.  We invited some pupils 

from local schools to help us raise some money and 

to take part in the Zumba sessions. Some of the 

senior students of Saint Joseph’s helped with some 

fundraising games. All the school pupils were sorted 

into different groups.  In our groups we had to call 

the name of any other pupil first and then we had to 

pass the beach ball to that pupil. We enjoyed it.   

Zumba:  

The next activity was the Zumba group. Our school 

really enjoyed Zumba because we got to dance to 

music which we really liked and had a lot of fun. 

Bake Sale: 

We had our own bake sale to help raise money for 

our school. The bake sale was very popular among 

the school pupils and of course the adults too.  

There were all types of different stalls like a 

drinks stall, a sweet stall, a face painting stall 

and an art stall. 

Raffle Tickets  

We sold some raffle tickets to raise some money 

for our school and there were many prizes.   

We also had an activity where people had to pay 

to guess how many lollipops in a jar.     

It was a very busy day. There were lots of people 

in the yard and on the grass and everybody had a 

great time.  It was a very successful day.  I hope 

you enjoyed  reading about our fundraiser.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Very Big Thank You                              

to all who made our fundraiser such a success. 

Through our fundraiser and additional donations, our Interactive Board Fund 
has now reached over €4,850. We are delighted to be able to purchase two in 
September and are saving towards our third! 

Donna Murphy & instructors—Move me IRELAND/Zumba Gold Dublin  

(Thanks so much for gifting your time and for making our event such fun!)  

All who donated prizes or services 

Watts Printing (Thanks for printing the raffle tickets,  Robbie) 

Leydens (Thank you,  Paddy,  for the hampers and all the goodies) 

C & T, Marino (Thanks,  Charlie) 

 Maloughney’s Restaurant 

 Damien Williams Printing 

 Irish Independent (Thanks,  Mark) 

 Lloyds Pharmacies 

 Boots, Malahide 

 Banks’ Pharmacy, Marino 

 Catwalk Boutique 

 Tres Chic, Clontarf 

 Focus Hair Design 

 Elizabeth Arden, Debenhams 

 The Perfume Shop 

 The Chocolate Factory  (Thanks,  Val) 

 Donnellys’ Bakery, Marino 

 Gerry’s Newagency 

 Peter & Lorna Mooney  

 Staff at St Joseph’s Primary School 

All who planned, asked, sold or bought tickets, baked, helped, came  

A big ‘thank you’ to the wonderful St Joseph’s staff. Your enthusiasm and    
energy in pulling this event together was amazing:) Thank you too to parents 
and pupils who sold raffle tickets or baked and to those who came and/ or 
helped on the day. As our motto says, ‘Together we can do so much.’ 



Looking back...At our Prize Giving on 29th June, we    

celebrated some of the wonderful things our pupils have 

achieved. Swimming medals and trophies, kindly donated 

once again by Fagan’s, were presented to proud recipients, 

and certificates for Music and Word  Processing too. We 

also enjoyed reminiscing about the time our Leavers have 

spent at St Joseph’s and noting their special qualities. 

Abbie, Gavin and Sabrina are all moving on to Rosmini 

Community School in September, Aniela to St Joseph’s, 

Balrothery, and Bart to Cheeverstown School. We wish 

each one every success and happiness.  

Many more achievements are reflected in the articles and pictures throughout this   

Newsletter. I hope you enjoy the glimpse into the wide range of activities that       

happen, week in, week out at St Joseph’s, as our children interact with their learning 

environment and supporting staff.  

In terms of our special designation as the only Primary school in Ireland for children 

with visual impairment, it has been a productive year. Besides the purchase of Eye 

Gaze, highlights to mention are the near-completion by Ms. McMahon, Ms. Gallagher 

and Ms. McLaughlin of the UEB Braille Course and our connection this year with a  

number of research projects and inventions relating to visual impairment, namely the 

Canute e-reader, the Leaping Labradors Game and safety issues for the visually       

impaired concerning electric cars. These were all of great interest to the children. 

Another valuable inservice teacher-training opportunity presented this year for two 

of our MDVI teachers, Ms. Maloney and Ms. Gleeson. They did the Induction Course 

for Teachers of Pupils with Severe or Profound Learning Disabilities at St. Patrick’s 

College which they found very informative and useful.  

Looking forward…As from this September, after many long years of waiting, all our 

teaching posts will be permanent. This means that the Board of Management,      

following Department of Education procedures, has been able to offer Ms. Niamh 

McLaughlin Ms. Gráinne Maloney and Ms. Mary Ellen Gleeson permanent positions. 

We are delighted they have accepted!  

The end of the school year is a time for looking back on great achievements and looking 

forward to good things to come, not least summer holidays! 



This September sees the return of Ms. Jen Clifford from Carers’ Leave. We look 

forward to welcoming her and her new jobshare partner, Ms. Gráinne Mulholland. At 

this point, one teacher position for September has yet to be filled.  

Fire Safety Remedial Works have commenced at the school. When the children return, 

there will a new fire exit, with ramp, from every classroom and our electrics and fire 

alarm will have been upgraded. We are grateful to the Department of Education for 

funding this essential work.  

As the end of our two-week July Education Programme for eligible children 

approaches, I want to express my heartfelt thanks to our Board of Management and to 

all those on staff at St. Joseph’s – our teachers, SNAs, Mary Hickey our secretary 

and our bus escorts. Your dedication to the children in our care is an inspiration and 

your commitment to good staff teamwork is greatly valued. Thanks for all the hard 

work throughout the year.  

Thank you too to all the ChildVision staff who support children at St Joseph’s or who 

work with some classes -  therapists, nurses, O&M trainers, Peter Bregazzi. Your input 

is really appreciated. We are very grateful too to the ChildVision Catering Team who 

provide the daily school lunches and to the Maintenance Team who come to the rescue 

when we are in need! Thanks is also due to Patricia at the Library and staff at the 

Braille Production Centre who provide our Braille and Large Print text books.  

I also want to thank our Chaplain and Asst Chaplain Frs. Flynn and Dasan and those in 

the wider school community who work with and advise us, especially our NEPS 

psychologist, Fiona Clancy, our inspector Seán Ó Murchú, and our SENO, David 

Lonergan.  

Wishing you all a wonderful summer with 

lots of ’ice cream’ weather!  

Le gach dea-ghuí, 

Gwenda Johnson,  

Principal.   

 

 

 


