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St Joseph’s Primary School was established as St. Joseph’s NS for Blind 
Boys by the Rosminian Fathers in 1960.  It started off with just four 
classrooms.  After a few years, three more classrooms were added and, in 
Summer 2017, we acquired two further classrooms and a Sensory Room.  
We also have a Computer Room and a Music Room.  At the start in 1960, 
the school was a boarding school for boys only.  These boys came from all 
over Ireland, from as far away as Kerry and Donegal.  At first, the boys 
didn’t go home at weekends.  In the early 1970’s the first day pupil started 
in St. Joseph’s. The school was now a boarding and day school, still for boys 
only.  Girls did not arrive until September 2003.  Over the years boarding 
schools have become less popular in general and St Joseph’s went from    
being a boys’ boarding school to a co-educational day school.  

 

In recent years there has been an influx of people from many countries to 
Ireland. As a result, our school now has children from several countries   
including China, Romania, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Philippines, Slovakia, 
France, Nigeria and Moldova.  The vast majority of pupils are from Ireland 
but, as Fr. Dasan said at our Carol Service, “Our school is like a mini United 
Nations!”   

Our Carol Service on Friday 15th December highlighted some of the tradi-
tions of many countries and this is because the school now has pupils from 
several countries.  How did this come about? 
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Braille Reading Day 2017  

 

News for Room 3 

We have had a busy term in Room 3. The first couple of weeks were 
spent getting to know our new classmates and our new classroom.  For 
some of us this is our very first year at St. Joseph’s.  We have been    
really enjoying our structured play, exploring the water and sand,      
building and constructing with blocks on the mat and doing the shopping 
and cooking up some tasty food in the kitchen.  It’s great fun!  

own story about her perfect day and Ava made up a story about herself 
and her pet dog Millie.  My Mammy, Daddy and Granny were there to 
hear me read.  Sarah had her Dad there, Evelina had her Mammy there 
and Ava had her Mammy there too.  There were some other people        
listening as well.  I had done a lot of practice for Braille Reading Day.     
I read very well and I felt relaxed, happy and proud of myself.   
 

After reading, we did some activities and I enjoyed them.                     
Thanks to Aideen at the Library and to NCBI for organising the event. 

Braille Reading Day this year was on 20th       
November.  It is a fun day when we read Braille 
and listen to other children reading Braille as 
well.  In my group were Sarah, Evelina and Ava.  
Laurentiu read later with older children.           
I read a piece about Christopher Columbus.      
I thought I was excellent and so did everybody 
else who was listening. Sarah made up her own 
story about the drums, Evelina wrote her  

Since September we have all been 
working very hard learning our 
sounds.  We love to hear the     
story, learn the song and explore 
the phonic box for each new sound.  
We enjoy thinking up lots of words 
for each sound and are becoming 
more confident at putting these 
words into sentences.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News for Room 3 (Contd.) 

 

Here we are practising for our carol service.  
We all love music, learning new songs and     
exploring the percussion instruments.   

 

We were so lucky to see Santa twice this 
week—at St. Joseph’s and at the ChildVision 
Equine Centre.  

Happy Christmas to you all              
from Room 3!  
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 The Baking Club 

 Over the last few months, our young cooks in the Baking club have been 
busy and would now like to share their favourite recipes with everyone.  
 
In September, the children experimented with Autumn fruits and very 
carefully learned how to use a blender to blend fruit. Their favourite 
recipe was strawberry meringue mousse, blending strawberries, cream 
and natural yogurt, and chocolate twirls were sprinkled on top  of the 
mousse. It was fun to make and yummy to eat!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October we prepared homemade jam 
with apple and rhubarb. Our favourite 
recipe for October was the New Zealand 
Louise cake recipe. We used a biscuit 
base, spread blended raspberries and 
plums afterwards and on top covered this 
fruit layer with a thin layer of coconut 
meringue. The children followed all the 
instructions very carefully and we were 
very pleased with our version of this 
cake.  

In November we had a few birthdays in our club and we made small 
sponges. The children enjoyed decorating these miniature cakes . They 
squeezed pouch bags and practised with cake nozzles to fill cake centres 
with chocolate.  

Now we are in our favourite month of the 
year, December, and the children are         
enjoying our no bake Christmas recipes.    
On December 5th we started with melted   
snowman cookies. Each child's cookie was 
adorable. Hands worked very carefully with 
bitter strips of jelly for scarves,          
marshmallows for heads, chocolate buttons 
for eyes. Biscuits were very carefully iced  

and white candy snowflakes were sprinkled for the finishing touch. It 
was sticky fun and a perfect Christmas activity.  



 

 

 More News from the Baking Club 

 

The great thing about the no bake recipes are that they are fun, easy 
and completely safe for children. We hope to make Rice krispmas       
pudding in our next class and Strawberry Santa for the fruit lovers.     
All the children have really been very good this term and the boys from 
Ms. McMahon and Ms. Duggan's class have helped with the washing up. 
Well done boys!!!   
 
On a final note , Christmas is a great time to get the children in to the 
kitchen and it can be fun to spend a wintry afternoon creating a      
snowman pizza or  a Christmas trifle. 
 

Happy Christmas to all our families and friends. 
The Baking Club! 

On the 20th of November, we went to see The Little Mermaid. The play 
was performed by transition years from the Dominican Girls’ College on 
Griffith Avenue. We walked up to the college and it was a lovely      
morning. Other schools from the area also came to see the play.  

We loved the crab! We thought she was really funny! She wore a red 
dress, red pincers and red shoes. We also loved Ariel. She had a      
beautiful voice and was a lovely singer. She has gorgeous hair and a 
sparkly turquoise dress. Ariel was a wonderful swimmer. The evil villains 
were extremely mean to take away Ariel’s beautiful voice. We were     
delighted when she got her voice back.  

The play was very well performed and the actors were really good.  The 
costumes and stage were brilliant. Room 6 were delighted to have the 
opportunity to see the play.   

 

 

A big ‘Thank You’ to Transition Year at Dominican College for inviting us! 

The Little Mermaid—Room 6 
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Actions 

The villain kidnapped Ariel 
in the story.  

The villain took Ariel to 
the boss in the castle.  

Ariel traded her voice for 
a pair of legs. 

Our favourite characters from the Little Mermaid were Ariel, Crab and 
The Villain. Back at school we talked about our favourite characters and 
we had a think about ways we might change the character or the story 
for fun!! Here are our ideas …. 

 

 

 

The Villain 

Appearance 

A big mouth 
A green fish 
Evil eyes 

 

Personality 

Unpleasant 
Disgusting 

The Little Mermaid - Room 6 (Contd.) 

Ariel

Appearance 

Red hair 
Turquoise dress  
Red and white flippers  
Diamond ear rings. 

 

Personality   

Pleasant  
Thoughtful  
Well mannered               

Actions  

She is swimming in the sea.   
She sang beautiful songs. 
She danced with the prince. 
She walked down the aisle with the 

prince.  

Changes we could make: 

Ariel would not lose her voice, 
There will be no scary witch in the story, 
Give the Crab hands.  

Crab 

Appearance 

She wore a red outfit 
Red hair 
Red glittery shoes 
Kind face 
Red pincers  

Personality 

Hilarious           
Silly 
Kind  
Funny  
Caring 
Patient 
Good lis-

tener 
Good friend 

Actions 

She was kind to Ariel 
Protect Ariel from the villain  
Looks after Ariel  
Protects her from evil things/people 

Changes we could make: 

Make Ariel EVIL 
Give her crab hands 

Changes: 

Ariel‘s voice will sound 
evil instead 

Ariel kidnaps the villains 
and the villains are 
afraid. 

 



 

Hello from Room 1 

We have all settled in well to our new class and have had great fun 
making new friends this term. We have been working very hard but we 
make sure that we have lots of time for games and play time too.  

Here are some snapshots of what we have been up to this term. 

Story Time! Our Autumn story was ‘The Little Red Hen’. We had fun 
telling the story using switches and props. We did lots of Little Red Hen 
and Autumn artwork. 

We listened to the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. We learned about 
houses and rooms in our homes and practised playing and building with 
blocks and lego. 

Jesse makes bread just like Little Red Hen! Jay paints the Little Red Hen. 

Busy builders! Exploring homes and 
houses and constructing our own! 

Mary Grace paints a lovely little pig! 
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More from Room 1 

We love celebrating special days! We had a great time dressing up for 
Halloween. 

Dress up fun! Mary Grace and Lisa are 
Minions for the day! 

Pirates, vampires and skeletons assemble for 
circle time with Cruella Deville. 

Boo! Andrei plays the friendly ghost in our 
Halloween story. 

Pumpkin play: Johnathan finds seeds 
and slime inside the pumpkin! 

 

Christmas is nearly here and it 
is busier than Santa’s workshop 
in Room 1! Every morning we 
have a Christmas countdown on 
our advent calendar.  



 

More from Room 1 

We are creating beautiful festive art work and practising new songs for 
our Carol Service. We are learning about the nativity through our 
Christmas story.  

Jay out for our Christmas walk. 

Christmas Story! Johnathan hugs                  
baby Jesus. 

Painting our Christmas decorations! 

 
And now it’s time for a well-deserved rest! 

  Merry Christmas from all of us in Room 1!  
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Work and Play in Room 4 

It’s been a busy year so far in  Room 4, plenty of work and play. Here are 
Dylan, Chanelle and Aoibhinn enjoying messy play activities! 

All the children are making 
great strides in relation to 
Orientation and Mobility, 
Gretta loves being in her 
walker giving her the freedom 
to roam freely!!! 

Nollaig Shona daoibh go léir ó ghach duine i Seomra 4!! 

The coming of Christmas has all the children excited, not long now till the 
arrival of the man himself!! Letters safely posted at the Library!



 

 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This was a very exciting term for our class. We have moved into a lovely 
new classroom with lots of space for having fun! Lauren, Hailey, Maciej, 
Oran and Victoria have all been very busy at school doing lots of         
different things.  

This term we enjoyed lots of messy fun! One of our favourite ways to do 
messy play is with foam – it smells nice, feels lovely and makes us laugh 
when we clap our hands together to make it “snow” in the classroom! 

News from Prefab 2 

We loved sensory stories this term – 
we all gathered together and cosied 
up to hear our teacher tell a story 
and explore the different sensory 
props. 

For some of us this year, we’re not 
only getting used to our lovely new 
classroom, but have a new teacher, 
SNAs and classmates also.  

 

It’s important for   
everyone to feel happy 
and safe in our    
classroom and we do 
that by getting to 
know our daily routine 
at school.  
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We use our objects of reference for 
the different activities we do every 
day. This helps us to understand 
what’s about to happen and we can 
look forward to  activities as we      
become familiar with them.  

News from Prefab 2 (Contd.) 

When the weather was good, we went 
outside! We enjoyed the sounds and 
smells of the sensory garden,             
especially the lavender. We also met a 
mummy pig and her babies, and said  
hello to the horses at the equine centre. 

 

Hailey loves listening to music – she 
looks very cool with headphones on!  



 

 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For Halloween, everyone made a 
super effort to dress up! We had 
a Halloween party and danced to 
music in our costumes. Among our 
costumes were a spooky witch, the 
Incredible Hulk, a dashing pirate 
and a magical unicorn! 

News from Prefab 2 (Contd.) 

Oran has been working hard at his 
physiotherapy programme. He likes 
to do his exercises on the mat and 
plays with the fibre optic lights 
there too.  

Our friend Lauren – or is it a spooky little 
witch? -  with her teacher. 

    Our friend Maciej relaxes with his               
favourite blue chewy tube. 
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News from Prefab 2 (Contd.) 

 

A big thank you to our principal, secretary, SNAs, other teachers and 
all the ChildVision therapists and nurses who have helped us this year. 
Happy Christmas and New Year from everyone in Ms Gleeson’s Class!  

Now we are getting in the mood for Christmas by making some artwork. 
We recently made some Christmas collages using glitter, tinsel, wrapping 
paper and all sorts of different textured items.  

We also made some beautiful Christmas crafts in our pottery class with 
Ms Finn. When they had been dried and glazed they were ready to bring 
home. 



 

Hello from Prefab 1 

 

 

Prefab 1 had a spookily fantastic   
Halloween this year. Everyone         
enjoyed helping to carve our 
scary pumpkin face.  

 

Jack and Sophia are pictured here working hard on their autumn leaf 
art project. Prefab 1 made wonderful beech and horse chestnut leaves 
to display in our classroom. Everyone really enjoyed exploring the 
crunch and texture of the many real autumn leaves we collected. 
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Hello from Prefab 1 (Contd.) 

 Sophie and Sophia having fun playing with their dolls on the classroom 
mat. The girls have a great time naming, dressing and cuddling their baby 
dolls.  

The Brendan Martin Cup is the name of the Cup that Ladies' Gaelic      
football teams play for in the final of the All-Ireland Senior Ladies' 
Football Championship. It is the Ladies’ equivalent of the Sam Maguire 
Cup. 

GAA team player Kate brought the Brendan Martin Cup to Prefab 1.    
Everyone enjoyed holding it high and getting their picture taken with the 
prize. Emily from Room 5 was visiting.  



 

Hello from Prefab 1 (Contd.) 

 

Shane and Sophie spend a few minutes with the lovely white horse Bryony 
at ChildVision Equine Centre. 

Alice likes to bounce and pet Sugar the rabbit.  

 

Can you guess who is who?  From left to right are Sophie, Daniel, Sophia, 
Jack, Shane and Alice. We made these for the ‘Children of the World’ 
frieze for our school’s Carol Service.  Happy Christmas from us all! 
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Getting Ready for Christmas Party—Room 5 
 

There are seven of us in Room 5 - Michael, Nicole, Emily, Patrick, Amelija, 
Ella Jade and Hayden, along with our teacher, Ms Duggan and our SNAs 
Bernie, Ann and Kiera. Recently, we have been thinking a lot about      
Christmas. An Elf appeared in our classroom a few weeks ago and every day 
he has been in a different place, making sure we are being good!! Hayden 
made a picture of the elf and Emily wrote all about him in her story. Here is 
a picture of some of us standing outside our ‘snowman’ door with the elf  

 

 

 

Nicole, Michael and Patrick wrote great 
stories about putting up the Christmas 
tree.  
 

For our Carol Service, we sang lots of 
songs with the other classes about Jesus 
coming as a baby. Michael and Patrick sang 
a duet together in the ‘Alleluia’ Carol.  

 

 

for each country. Amelija brought straw in a basket to represent a        
Lithuanian Christmas tradition. Emily, Nicole and Hayden represented      
Ireland. Emily brought up the Irish candle to the altar.  
 

We had great fun at our school Christmas party. Santa came and Bernie’s 
friend Paddy from Leyden’s had given us lots of goodies. He is very kind! 
Here are some pictures of us having fun! 

Our theme for the Carol Service was ‘Christmas 
around the World’. We have children from 11        
different countries in our school. Most of our class 
were born in Ireland and their parents are Irish. 
Amelija’s family is from Lithuania and Michael’s mum 
is from Poland. Something special was brought up   



 

 

 

Tennis by Sarah Murchan, Senior Class 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Playing Chess by Craig Layden, Senior Class 

I started learning Chess when I was eight 
years old and I’m now fourteen. My Dad taught 
me how to play.  I play Chess with Mr O’Dowd 
and Ross every week. Mr O’Dowd is a teacher 
and Ross is a student of our school.  

Chess is a board game and there are only two people playing at a time.  
Chess is like a war game.  The Chess board has thirty two white squares 
and thirty two black squares. When playing Chess you need sixteen    
pieces per person and it has six different types of pieces. They are King, 
Queen, Bishop, Knight, Rook and Pawn. There are rules about how the 
players can move the pieces on the board, for example, the King can be 
moved in any direction but only one space at a time. The aim of the game 
is to capture the other player’s King and when that happens the player 
says ‘check mate’ and wins the game. 

A Story                                                      
written by Sarah for Braille Reading Day 2017  

‘The Drums’ by Sarah Murchan 

I am Sarah and I am tall.  I go to school by bus.    
At school I play the piano for Mrs. McGorman and  

play the drums in the school yard. The yard has big and small drums.  I 
like one particular drum that I usually play.  I play it after snack in the 
mornings and immediately after lunch.  I have 4 friends who also play the 
drums and it is great fun.  My friend Sam and I do a lot of banging, 
laughing and singing out loud.  I think that drums are great for people 
who like music and rhythm.  I am always happy playing the drums.  

 

I play tennis every Sunday in Navan.  I have a 
coach named Richard who teaches me how to 
play.  I use a tennis racquet and a soft ball.  
The ball has a rattle inside it so I can hear 
where it is.  I enjoy playing tennis with the 
other children. 
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 Some of my Interests by Ella Murphy, Senior Class 

Hello my name is Ella and I am 13. 

I like a lot of things. If I was to pick a favourite I 
wouldn’t be able to. I love animals and my family. I also 
like horse riding, swimming and football.  

 

Let me tell you a bit about them…... 

At horse riding I ride a horse which is gentle and a lovely animal to ride. 
My favourite part of swimming is diving into the water. I don’t really 
have many reasons why I like football. My only reason is that I enjoy 
playing.  

Fun Times for Senior Class: 

 Hallowe’en, Yoga, Sam Maguire Cup, Christmas Party 
 
 
 

We were invited by Gracepark ETNS to join them when Shane Carthy                      

brought the cup to their school. Thank you, Marcus! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been an exciting start to school year  
2017-18. Our two new prefab classrooms and a 
new entrance were finished just in time for     
1st September. Ms. McLaughlin’s and                
Ms. Gleeson’s classes have settled in very well 
and are delighted with their new classrooms and 
with the storage space in the corridor outside. 

Our new Sensory Room is proving to be of           
wonderful benefit to our children too. For some, 
it provides a calming space; for others, it        
provides a safe space for visual stimulation or 
sensory exploration. We are very grateful to the 
Department of Education for part-funding the 
room and to all of you who contributed or sought             

sponsorship on our behalf.  
 

Our next fundraising venture is for resources for the Aistear 
programme which two of our classes are following. Staff    
commenced the fundraising last week, carol singing on Georges’ Street. It 
was a fun and profitable evening. A big thank you to Bill Ahessy, our Music 
Therapist, for coordinating the practice and for playing guitar and leading 
the singing, despite very chilly weather. Thanks too to staff and friends 
who sang and collected.  
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Some of you joined us for our Carol Service at St Joseph’s Church which 
was, as always, a wonderful occasion. Special thanks to the children,       
Ms. McGorman, Fr. Flynn, Fr. Dasan and all staff who took part. This year, 
we reflected on the way Christmas is celebrated around the world.          
As mentioned by Ms. Duggan’s class in this newsletter, we are privileged to 
have children from 11 nations in our school and each of these nationalities 
was represented at our Carol Service. 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Leydens who generously supplied the goodies for the 
children’s  Christmas Party, to Santa and to Bernie, one of our SNAs, for 
all her planning to make the event happen. (It was lovely that SNA Rachael 
was able to join us with her new baby Lucia!)  

Some of our children also enjoyed seeing the horse ‘reindeers’ and Santa 
at the ChildVision Equine Centre. Thank you to the staff there.  

As always, heartfelt thanks to all to work with, or on behalf of, the 
children at St. Joseph’s throughout the year. Whatever your link with our 
school community, your interest and support is deeply appreciated.  

 

 
Very best wishes for Christmas  

and the New Year.                                                      
Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain      

faoi Mhaise Daoibh go léir,  

   Gwenda Johnson. 



 


