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Baking Class at St.Joseph’s
During our baking programme this year,
children at St. Joseph's Primary VI came
together to discover the delights of baking.
They were very curious to learn about the
ingredients we used in our recipes and were
keen to investigate how wet and dry ingredients
worked together. They listened attentively in

class and carefully carried out their
instructions.
Children’s hands busily sieved flour, poured
milk or water, massaged dough, whisked eggs
or cream, grated carrots or lemons, sprinkled
sugar, spread butter, iced and decorated. We
learned to operate the microwave and children
were keen to investigate how ingredients could
be transformed to produce microwave
chocolate fondue, apple crumble, custard,
carrot cake, bread and butter pudding, only to
mention but a few of the quick, easy and
delicious treats that came out of our
microwave.

Baking Class (Contd.)

Baking together has helped our children to develop team skills and their willingness
to taste , to identify ingredients and to share their creations was wonderful.
Greatly appreciated was all their efforts to help with the cleaning up and I hope
they enjoyed this new experience. Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to all
our special needs assistants who shared their baking techniques , favourite recipes
and who encouraged and supported all our children to develop new skills.
Ms. Phil Egan, CDETB Resource Teacher

High Fives from Room 5
What a busy 2017 it has been!
We have worked really hard on our English,
Maths and Gaeilge where we have all made
such good progress. In SESE, we learned
about family history, how Dublin has
changed over time, the Egyptians and the
birds’ Dawn Chorus. Check out our work on
the Dawn Chorus collage!
We are an active class and like to keep as fit as
possible. When we work hard and deserve a break,
we get to do Zumba in the classroom. We have
loved trying new P.E games like Catching Stars,
Lighthouse & Ships and Hot Pepper. Our football
skills have really come on, thanks to Futsal soccer
coach, Paul Fogarty, from St. Ita’s AFC.
Ryan, Will, Lee & Evelina Zumba dancing

High Fives from Room 5 (Contd.)
We liked taking part in the
Vision Sports Mayfest
Futsal Demo. Swimming with
Mrs. Pepper was also great
and we had such fun at the
Swimming Gala where we got
to show off how good we
have all become.
Will’s Swimming Gala picture

Lee & Evan at Futsal Demo

On Thursday 15th June, we went on a class trip to Howth. Most of us had never
been on the DART before and it was such fun.

News from
Room 3
(Contd.)
Evelina excited for her first time on the DART

Best of pals, Lee and Evelina

We walked along the pier and experienced the sounds and smells of the seaside.
We played in the playground, shared some tasty chips and had some delicious ice
cream.

News from
Room 3
(Contd.)

Evan, Lee, Will & Evelina on Howth Pier

The gang in front of Ireland’s Eye

High Fives from Room 5 (Contd.)

News from
Room 3
(Contd.)
Sophie & Sheena meet a puppy

Chips from Leo Burdock’s

As you can see, there are lots of Artists in the class. Art is one of our favourite
subjects as it really brings everyone together. Thanks to Bernie for all

c

her creative input and thanks to Donna and Sheena for tidying up after her!
With summer approaching, we recently completed lots of summer projects. Have a
look at our tactile work on summer travel and Ross’s beach scene below:

News from Room 3 (Contd.)
We hope you all have a lovely summer.
From the Room 5 Circus Crew:
Evan, Evelina, Lee, Ross, Ryan, Sophie,
Will,
Mr. Logan, Bernie, Donna & Sheena.

Computer Room News
This year some of the pupils in Room 3 started learning how to
touch type. They all worked extremely hard. It has been a
pleasure to see them making such great progress.
Some of the older pupils sat the Commercial Examining Board
of Ireland Examinations in May. They worked very hard to
reach the standard required by the Examining Board and, due
to their determination and persistence, they were able to take the examination.

I would like to congratulate Jeff Quinn, Laurentiu Kovaci and Craig Layden who
completed the Intermediate Word Processing Examination; and Hannah Flynn, Max
Fulham and Barbara Collins who sat The Advanced Word Processing Examination.
Max Fulham, Barbara Collins and Hannah Flynn also completed the Elementary Slide
Presentation Examination.
Some students brought their own laptops to school this year. This has given them
the opportunity to become familiar with saving their own classwork onto their laptops and has helped them become more proficient with storing and retrieving files.
This should make the transition from Primary to Second Level School less stressful

for them.
To St. Joseph’s pupils moving on to secondary school, I wish you all the best of luck
in your new school. Remember to keep using all the skills you have learned in your
computer classes because “if you don’t use it you will lose it”! To the students moving up to Rosmini Community School, I will still have the pleasure of teaching you
until you have completed all your computer studies, so I look forward to seeing you
again in September.
Enjoy the summer and take care.

Mrs. Catherine Foran.

From the Music Room
We have had another busy year in the Music Room and
everyone has worked very hard. Unfortunately, as I was
missing for a number of weeks earlier in the year, we did not
do our usual exams this year or take part in Córfhéile na
Scoileanna but this did not reflect on the progress that has
been made by all of the students. They have been a credit to
the school in the way they have worked.
We have a number of students who have started second instruments and this shows
how committed they are to their music. We also have a number of our established
musicians leaving us this year and to them I would like to say a big thank you for all
that you have contributed to music making in St. Joseph’s.

A wonderful morning of music and song was had by all who attended the End of
Year Concert. What energy and enthusiasm was generated by all the children who
had put in so much work, not only throughout the year, but in the last few weeks,

learning words and practising their instruments and ensemble playing. Well done
to each and every one of them! We had lovely performances by our students who
are leaving us this year, Jeff, Hanna, Max, Barbara and best wishes to Aisha who
could not be with us on the day.
We had wonderful performance from the children from Rooms 2 and 2A with “Boa
Constrictor” and Miss McLaughlin’s class who performed “The Rain song”. We had
the violin group playing “Mini Mozart” and lively performances from all our
musicians in “Copycat blues” and “Boogie Band”.

From the Music Room
Sarah Murchan performed two pieces on the
Piano beautifully, as did Jeff Quinn on the
Concert Flute. Max Fulham performed the
popular song “Dirty Old Town” on the Violin
while everyone sang along. The Senior musicians
performed some two Traditional jigs for us
while both Senior & Junior musicians played
“Dawning of the Day” and a polka.
Not leaving out any
genre of music, our
pupils from Rooms
1,4 and 8 gave an
energetic
performance of
“Rhythm Machine.”
All the singers gave their all in the old classic song “Down by the Sally Gardens”
with a beautiful solo by Sam Freeney and, turning to the pop world, they all sang
“Watching you” by Sting and the Police with another great solo by Laurentiu Kovaci.
The concert finished with “We are the Champions” with alternative words, “We
are the Champions of the School” and “My family’s proud of all I have done, I’ve
been a star and had so much fun.” The whole school is proud of each and every one
of the pupils and they truly are:
“CHAMPIONS OF THE SCHOOL AND the WORLD.”

To all the pupils, I would like to say
thank you for your contribution and
keep making music throughout the
Summer. I wish you all a very happy and
restful summer holidays.
Mrs. Catherine McGorman

Hello from Room 2A
Room 2A has had a busy and fun year! We have enjoyed learning lots: baking,
swimming, pottery and on our trips to Sense and Grow and
Newgrange Farm. Here’s a few highlights of our year together:

Skyler enjoying the baking

Tadhg having more cuddles!

Mary Grace enjoying the library

Petting the chicks . . .

Tadhg patting the rabbit

. . . and the puppy!

The class team in Room 2A, being Jen, Gráinne, Rose and Adele,
have had a wonderful year with the children.
We wish them a relaxing and enjoyable summer!

A very hungry lamb!

Room 2 News
It’s been a busy year in Room 2. One of the undoubted highlights was our
school tour to Newgrange Farm, the children had a ball!!!!

All our pupils love story time and particularly adore the feel of tactile books
making the stories more real for them.

Some pupils continued to enhance their use of Alternative and Augmentative modes of
communication including use of the “Big Mac”, “Go Talk 2” and the Lámh communication
system.

It’s been a wonderful year!
Wishing one and all a great summer break from all in Room 2!!!!

Exploring and Learning in Room 4
It has been a busy term in Room 4 and we have had lots of fun! This term in Maths,
we worked on cause and effect and choice-making activities.

Gretta enjoyed using a jellybean switch
to find some good music on the radio!

Dylan used jellybean switches to stop
and start a Big Bang computer game.

We learned and relaxed with sensory activities.

Victoria liked the interesting textures of the lollipop jungle and the massage ball.

Richard has some relaxation time with music after completing his physio exercises.

We made our own home-made sensory bottles by
putting water and paint into empty bottles, and adding
glitter, beads or shapes. They are fun to look at, shake
and listen to.

Exploring and Learning in Room 4 (Contd.)
We enjoyed exploring 2D
and 3D shapes: Circle,
Square and Triangle,
Sphere, Cube and Prism.
Aoibhinn is searching for
a cube!

Richard and Aoibhinn liked to play

Exercise is an important part of our day.

“office” sometimes this term!

Dylan does great walking out in the yard,

Aoibhinn likes to play on the

following the number line!

keyboard, Richard prefers to pick
up the phone.
Our friend Aoibhinn made her First
Holy Communion this term. We had a

lovely party to celebrate! Nurse Mary
came to join us.
Thank you to all the people who work
with us at St Joseph’s – our principal
Mrs Johnson, our secretary Mrs Hickey,
all the teachers, SNAs, therapists and
nurses who help us every day.
Have a lovely summer everyone! :)

Learning is Fun in Room 1!
Everyone in Room 1 has been working hard this term. We have also had lots of
opportunities to get outside and explore our environment. We have been noticing
signs of spring and summer and have had lots of fun planting flowers in Sense &
Grow. Here’s a snapshot of some of the activities we have been up to this term.

Out and About
We have been making the most of the good weather and getting out and about to
explore the farm and to play with our friends.

Wheeee! Lauren has a great time on the
swing.

Hailey smells the new plants in
Sense and Grow.

Story
Our stories this term have been “Goldilocks”, “The Noisy Farm” and “At the Beach”.
We like to re-tell our stories using switches.

Oran and Andrei press the switch to tell hear
Daddy Bear “Roar!”

“Daddy bear’s porridge was too
hot!” Johnathan feels the
difference between hot and cold.

Learning is fun in Room 1 (Contd.)
Down on the Farm!
We had a wonderful day out at Newgrange farm. We petted lots of animals and
helped to feed the lambs and the hens.

Hailey and Andrei help to feed a new lamb!

Oran gives the duckling a rub.

Lauren and Johnathan make a splash at the water play area!

And now it’s time for a well-deserved summer break.

Happy Holidays Everyone!

Hello from Room 8
This year we went to Dublin Zoo on our
class trip. Everyone had a fantastic time.
Dublin Zoo is home to animals from all
around the globe, many of which are
endangered. About 400 animals from
almost 100 different species can be found
in indoor and outdoor habitats throughout

the Zoo.

Alice had a great time exploring the
Tiger skull in the Discovery Room. She
especially liked its sharp teeth.

Outside, we were close to a lion, the
‘King of Beasts’ and the only cat to sport
a mane!

We all had a great time in The Discovery Room. Aisha, Shane, Sophia and Alice
were all given the opportunity to touch and stroke the animal pelts. Everyone
liked the Leopard and Tiger fur.

Hello from Room 8 (Contd.)

Shane and Sophia particularly liked the beautiful Tiger fur. They both enjoyed the
bold stripes that run across the width of the tiger’s body. We learned that every
tiger, as an individual animal, has a unique pattern of stripes.

Alice enjoyed exploring the life sized gorilla. Shane liked holding the orangutan
skull. He was impressed by its size and shape.

Hello from Room 8 (Contd.)
In the Discovery Room, Aisha enjoyed feeling the smooth
and hard elephant tusk. Outside, we all enjoyed seeing,
hearing and smelling the Asian elephant herd. We were
delighted to see, hear them bathing and eating a snack.

This year, we learned about Emperor penguins and the cold places where they live.

We had made wonderful penguin art and pottery too so we were glad to find the
penguins at the Zoo.

Our New Interactive Board
My class got a new interactive board this year. It has a screen of more than 60
inches and is mounted on the wall at a comfortable height for viewing and using. It
operates as a touch screen. It has a touch screen keyboard which is very handy.
It also has a special pen for writing on it.
We used it for several activities, for example, History, Geography, latest news
etc. We recently watched a short clip of the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. We
also watched a short clip of the British General Election 2 weeks ago. One day,

when we were reading a newspaper article in our English book, we were able to find
the photograph that was taken to go with the article. The photograph also gave a
lot of information.
The subject we used the board for most is Geography to learn about new places
and I would like to name some of the places we “visited”:

Places We Visited
Germany
Poland
Italy
France
Holland
Greece
Norway and Sweden
U.K.
US
Russia
Spain
The board was helpful and more interesting than
learning out of an atlas. We learned where the
countries are in the world, their main cities and
towns, some rivers and mountains. We also learned a
little bit of the history of the countries and about
some their famous people.

Our New Interactive Board (Contd.)
Some Postcards from my Travels

Dear Jessica,
I am having a brilliant time in Paris!
I bet you wish you were here!! I’ve
been to the Eiffel Tower it looks
amazing in reality! The food is also
very delicious! I bet you’re jealous
now!
Your friend Barbara

Dear Chloe,
I am loving it here!
The beaches here are fab! I wish you
were here to enjoy it with me!
I’ve also gone to some very old places
too like Notre Dame Cathedral in
Paris. It was wonderful to see! The
food tastes great too and the weather
is absolutely amazing! Can’t wait to
tell you about it when I get home!
From Barbara

By Barbara Collins, Senior Class

News from Room 3
We’ve had a busy term in Room 3. Two of
our lovely children made their First Holy
Communion. I’m sure you’ll all agree they
look beautiful. Patrick looked so handsome
and Amelija was stunning in her white
dress. Everyone in our class sang so beautifully in the choir and it was a lovely day
enjoyed by all.
Through Vision Sports, we also had the opportunity this
term to participate in a ‘Futsal’ programme. Paul
Fogarty, a coach from St. Ita’s AFC, came out every
Thursday for six weeks and gave the children some intensive skills workshops focusing on drills such as dribbling, passing and shooting. The children thoroughly
enjoyed these sessions and even got to perform a demo
during Mayfest in May.

In April, we took a trip around to
Scrumptious Café on Philipsburgh
Avenue. The staff were so
friendly and we had hot chocolate
and marshmallows as a treat.

News from Room 3 (Contd.)
Finally, our school tour was to Imaginosity in Sandyford this year. We had a fun
filled action packed day! There were three floors and plenty for the children to do.
We fit a lot into the two hours!

News from Room 3 (Contd.)

Three cheers for Imaginosity!
Wishing everybody a fantastic
summer break and I hope the
children come back refreshed
in September for another year
of hard work.
Ms Walsh.

News from Room 3 (Contd.)

Over the last school year, some of the
children from Room 3 have been attending

sports classes and events promoted by
Vision Sports. This is a very exciting development as it is introducing the children
to some of the many possibilities there are for keeping fit and enjoying sport, as a
visually impaired person. Sophie and her mum, Louise, have written about their
experience at the Water Sports Inclusion Day in Dun Laoghaire on Saturday,
24th June. Thanks, Sophie and Louise!

We had a wonderful day and it was so
well organised from start to finish. Free
parking was provided. Upon Registration
at 10:00 a.m., we were given two tickets,
one for a packed lunch and one for a
barbecue, with a band and music. There
was plenty of chairs and tables and also
changing rooms and areas to store your
belongings. Water activities took place in
the morning and again in the afternoon.

We secured a place on the sailing boat and on the yacht in the afternoon. Sophie was
very anxious and nervous about going on the sailing boat but the two men looking

after it were so kind, gentle and very softly spoken and they let her sit on and get a
feel for the boat and explained how the sails operated, the steering, etc, They were
very reassuring and gave her the confidence to go out in the boat which was
wonderful. Sophie enjoyed it so much she did not want to get off by the end. She
liked the Yacht even more, probably because it was a much bigger boat with more
people on it. It was a wonderful day and great opportunity for Sophie to experience
the various water activities and it was also a chance to meet other parents. We hope
to go again next year and I would certainly recommend it!

Louise Gough

Our Epic School Tours - Room 6
It was a warm Friday in June 2017 and our
class went on a school tour to Domino’s
Pizza in Artane. Susan was our bus driver.
When we arrived at Domino’s, the shutters
on the windows were down. We thought
that they had forgotten we were coming
but they hadn’t! We were relieved! We met
Johnny and Eoin who work there. They

welcomed us and we introduced ourselves.
They brought us into the kitchen and
showed us how to make pizza.
First of all, Johnny made two large pizzas to bring
back to the school. Then he said we could make our
own and showed us how to roll out the pizza base.
We put the pizza dough onto some cornflour and
stretched it into a small circle shape. We then put
the small circle shaped base on to a screen (which is

a metal plate). Next, we spread some tomato sauce on
to the base and chose our own toppings.
Sarah chose cheese, ham and pineapple.
Sam chose cheese and tomato.
Ava chose cheese, ham, sweetcorn and pineapple.
Jeff chose pineapple, cheese and sweetcorn.
Ella chose ham, sweetcorn and cheese.
Craig chose cheese and ham.
After we sprinkled the toppings on to the pizza base, some of the toppings spilled on
to the counter and there was a big mess! Eoin said it was ok and that everybody
makes a mess when making pizza!
Then the pizzas were ready to be cooked in the oven. After cooking in the oven for
6 minutes our pizzas were ready. They smelled delicious! We were very hungry!

Our Epic School Tours - Room 6 (Contd.)
Eoin kindly put them into boxes, gave us a can of coke each and a cute little
Domino’s teddy bear to bring back to our class. We thanked Johnny and Eoin for
showing us how to make pizza. Eoin and Johnny helped us carry the pizzas back to
the bus. We said goodbye, got back on the bus and Susan drove us back to school.
It was a sunny day so we decided
to eat our pizzas sitting on the
benches in the yard. The pizzas
tasted as good as they smelled.
They were scrumptious! We had a
great day out and we hope to go
back to Domino’s Pizza again soon
but that wasn’t the end of our
epic school tours!
On the following Tuesday we went into Dublin city on the Dublin Bus. We left school
really early to catch the bus. First we went to Mc Donald’s on Grafton Street. We
walked up to the top of Grafton Street and got on the Viking Splash Tour bus near

Stephen’s Green. The tour guide told us the A-F rules of the bus.
A was to remember to keep our arms inside the bus.
B was to keep our bums on our seats.
C was for no smoking!
D was for no drinking.
E was for no eating.
F was for no farting or fire!
We put on our Viking helmets, fastened our seatbelts and set off.

We passed lots of interesting places including Christchurch Cathedral, Whitefriar
Cathedral, St Patricks Cathedral, Trinity College, The Aviva Stadium (nicknamed the
Pringle Stadium), Google offices, U2 Recording Studio (old one and the new one),
The Print Museum, Facebook offices and the Ha’penny Bridge. We had to frighten
all the Celts we drove past by shouting at them.
We were given life-jackets to put on, the bus turned into a boat and went into the
water at Grand Canal Dock. It was very exciting and we all had great fun! Our 2017
school tour was the best one yet!

Senior Room - Camping with the Scouts
Our County Challenge
I, Max Fulham, went on the Cluain

gate, a table, a place to rest our

Toirc County Challenge. I am

fire and a wash area. Breakfast

going to describe what it was like

eaten, we changed into our scouting

and what we did.

uniform for inspection and to go

This camp was a competition between

to the opening of the new Larch Hill

different patrols from the Cluain

House by Enda Kenny. Then we had to go

Toirc County (the scout counties are

to the bases. There were several bases,

different to geographical counties).

Map and Compass, Estimation

Only 6 patrols entered this year.

Observation, First Aid, Fun Base, Free

There are 8 members in a patrol.

Base and Knots. We completed the bases

Each member has a different role.

and returned to camp to continue to

There were 2 cooks, 2 first aiders, a

build.

fireman, a patrol leader, an assistant

We started to get our dinner ready. I

patrol leader and a quarter master. I
was the quarter master. My job was

to make sure all the tents were put up
properly.

went and hunted for a chopping block to
cut our fire wood. Our dinner was to be
coddle. The judges took great interest in
our meal. They kept coming over to

The camp started on the Friday at 7

check on how it was doing. Our patrol

o’clock p.m. We first had to pitch our

served dinner last. The judges ate a bit

tents and set up our boundary lines

of dinner from every patrol.

around our site. We finished doing

When dinner was completed we had to

this at around 11 o’clock p.m. when we
had a safety inspection. Then we
retired to bed.
We awoke the next day at 8 o’clock
and prepared our test breakfast, we
had to serve it to the judges.
Everything we did was marked. While
our cooks were making the pancakes
for the judges, the rest and I started
to build the camp. We had to make a

act out a sketch, a small play, about the
skills. The end of our sketch was greeted

with laughter from everyone.
When the sketches were over we all went
to the campfire set up by a different
scout county at the campfire circle.
When the campfire was left to burn low,
we walked to the Clontarf Site, where
there was a small fire. We left the
Clontarf Site at around 11 o’clock p.m.

Senior Room - Camping with the Scouts (Contd.)
The boys in the patrol woke up on

When the trailer with our gear left to go

Sunday morning to the noise of the

to the car park, we had the Awards

girls in our patrol telling us to get up

Ceremony. Our patrol won the best meal

and to help finish building the camp.

and patrol spirit of the challenge. We

We got up, against our wills, to help

came 5th overall. The top 3 patrols overall

finish building. We had to build on
Sunday because we were delayed on

get to go to the national competition
called The Phoenix. I really enjoyed this

Saturday. Having completed building,

weekend even though we did not win.

we all went to other fields to play a

To find out more about the counties and

game called Manhunt. While we were

provinces in Scouts follow the link.

doing this our sites were being

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

inspected.

Scout_province_(Scouting_Ireland)

We returned to our site and began to
dismantle it. When we had
everything taken down, we had to
wait for a trailer to come and bring
our equipment to the car park.

By Max Fulham

My Recent Trip to London - Senior Room
I was very excited about going to London once I heard that the trip had been
confirmed. Mam, Dad and I would go for four days in May. It was to be a break
for the family. Before I left, my class and I did a little research on the main
attractions in London for children.
The day of departure finally arrived. We did not hear of the attack in Manchester
until later in the day – it had happened the night before. We had an uneventful
flight but with a bumpy landing! Having disembarked, we exited the airport and I
noticed there was no passport control. We were at Luton so we took a bus to
Victoria Station in Central London. From there we boarded a train and then walked
to our hotel. The remainder of that day was spent at the hotel relaxing and
swimming. I got a black eye in the pool!

My Recent Trip to London - Senior Room (Contd.)
The following morning after breakfast, my parents and I took a train to London
Bridge Station on our way to Covent Garden where the Transport Museum is
situated. Rather than walk there from London Bridge, we decided to do it the lazy
way and took the Underground. This was my first time on the Underground and I
had been really looking forward to it but I was a little apprehensive as well. I am
blind and I had heard that Tube trains don’t stay very long in the station; that
people pour out of them, then crowd into them and then they are off again. The
reality was exactly as I had heard but it was all O.K. and I was able to use my cane.
The Transport Museum was worth the visit. I sat in an
old London bus which was smaller and had less seats
than a modern bus. I also boarded an old train and the
seating layout was the same as the Tube, that is, I sat
with my back to the windows facing the people sitting
across from me, also with their backs to the windows.
There were also some old coaches- to be pulled by horses-which I touched but
could not sit in. These were all made of wood.
After lunch on the second day, we headed to
hear Big Ben. Unfortunately, I directed us to
Tower Hill instead of to Westminster even
though I had learned that Big Ben is in
Westminster. I was doing the directing
because I had learned the Tube stations from a
computer game. My parents were not too happy
about arriving in the wrong place! Anyway, we
did get to Big Ben and heard it chime half past
the hour. After Big Ben, we went on the London
Eye. For me, it was a bit boring because I
couldn’t see anything.
Our third day in London was very hot so we stayed around the hotel, swam and
went shopping in the local area. I bought some summer clothes.

My Recent Trip to London - Senior Room (Contd.)
Friday was our last day in London and we visited Madame Tussauds Waxworks. A
member of staff led my parents and me out of the queue and through a separate
entrance. I got to touch several of the figures including Charlie Chaplin, Princess
Diana and Barack Obama. I wondered ‘how on earth these figures are made? It
was impressive. After Madame Tussauds, we went to Sea Life and I felt a live
starfish, helped by a member of the staff. It felt hairy. I also felt a turtle shell,
a replica of a shark’s jaw, a shark’s tooth and a crocodile’s head. Sea Life is worth
a visit from the point of view of a person who is blind.
My visit to London was interesting, exciting and enjoyable. I liked the hustle and
bustle of the city and I would love to return sometime.

Laurentiu Kovaci
Senior Class

Multi-Sensory Gifts
A couple of weeks ago, Sarah Bracken from NCAD delivered a most beautiful
Seascape Sensory Mural for our Vision Room—see below. It has an amazing range of
textures and fluorescent highlights for the children to enjoy. Recorded on the
interactive ‘talking buttons’, are sounds of the sea. Sarah and Kelley spent a few
weeks working with the children in Rooms 1 and 4 last September and planned to
create the seascape as a gift to the children of the school. The mural will be
installed during July, along with the UV light Sarah gave us. We are so grateful!
Sarah also brought a beautiful ceramic panel made by the Transition Year students
at St. Mac Dara's Community College. The tiles are inspired by Ernst Haekel’s
seascape illustrations and the students made them specially for our school. Our

children will love interacting with the wonderfully textured tiles.
A very big thank you to all the TY students involved!
Seascape Sensory Mural

My Week at Camp Ability - Senior Room
On Monday 10 April 2017 I was in Tralee, Co. Kerry for the start of
Camp Abilities. This is a sports camp for children with visual
impairment, aged 10-14 years. The camp lasts for 4 days. Children
get the opportunity to try out lots of activities that they may have
never done before. This was my first time away without my relatives so it was a new
experience for me. I got the chance to set personal targets to achieve that week.
The accommodation for the camp was Campanlea, about 15 minutes from Kilorglin.
On arrival, we all unpacked. The bedrooms were allotted to groups of four or six of

the same gender. Unpacking done, we went upstairs for lunch. Once lunch was over,
I went into the activity room to get to know the other campers. After a while, we
went into another room to create a team flag that would represent each team in all
the activities. There were six activity groups and one LIT group, who are former
campers from previous years who are training to become a cara, which translates to
friend in English. Then we had relaxation time. This happened once a day so everyone could take a break from the activities and do their own thing.
Gearóid, the camp director, quickly went over the schedule for the week and introduced us to the Kayaking instructor. She told us what to wear for kayaking and the

health and safety regulations involved. During dinner on the first evening we had a
fire drill. Each evening, there was an entertainment programme that had a theme.
For example, Monday’s theme was problem solving. Once the evening programme finished, we all packed up our bags for the next day. Then, one of the cairde escorted
us upstairs so we could ring home. We were allowed to ring home once a day during
the camp. Then it was bedtime.
Next morning, some people discussed the schedule for
the day while the others went for breakfast. Right after
breakfast, our group did Zumba and our instructor played
a song from her country as she was Spanish. Then we did
Kayaking. It was hard putting on the swimsuit but once I
got down to the water, it was a lot of fun though I was
really bad at it. I remember that I had to get my kayak
towed back to shore and while I was trying to get out of
it, the driver of the other kayak moved and my foot
slipped out of my kayak and ended up in the water. Fortunately, the rest of me did not! It was so hilarious!

My Week at Camp Ability - Senior Room
After lunch, we did a healthy eating workshop and a nightline walk as
part of the workshop. It was difficult doing the walk as I needed
help, from my cara, to finish it. Then, before relaxation time, our
group went rock-climbing. However, I spent more time hiking to the
to the place than doing the rock climbing itself. I found rock climbing to be too hard
because I was climbing on a natural feature and not on a manmade flat surface.
On Wednesday, Everyone was awake for a quarter past eight. Today, we were going
to Kilorglin to do judo, team building games, football and goal ball. The bus was to

collect us around 10.00 a.m. and Gearóid quickly went over the timetable for
Wednesday. Our group got on the big coach. While we were on the bus, Fionán, who
used to attend our school, decided to start singing camp songs. Our first activity
was Judo. We learned how to do a Kasugatami and a couple of other judo moves on
the floor. It wasn’t my type of activity but I enjoyed it.
Then we had to get a bus to another building in the village to do our next activity
which was team building games. My favourite one was when we had six pipes and we
had to get the ball to the bucket through the pipes without dropping it. It was hard
but our team got the hang of it in the end. We were there for over an hour then had
lunch. We had a ball after we finished lunch as we had time before our next activity
so we all danced. Then there was football. We did penalties and we played a match.
Finally, it was goal ball. I wasn’t great at it but at least I tried.
Once we were finished the activities in Kilorglin, all the groups headed back to base
camp to practise for the closing ceremony and have dinner. Then it was our evening
programme. Before bed, our visitors from Portugal played some music from their
country. They were with us because they wanted ideas for Camp Abilities back in
Portugal so that they can try and include it into one of their future camps.

On Thursday, after breakfast, we stepped back onto the bus, this time to Tralee. It
was a long bus ride. The first activity our group did was a park run. I had to walk
with my cane but I was still able to complete it.
We had ten minutes to spare before our next activity so
we went to the playground. Our next activity was tennis.
This was my favourite activity and I was the best at it.
Lastly, before lunch, we did beep kick ball, or another
name for it is beep rounders. It was fun!

My Week at Camp Ability - Senior Room
Before we had lunch in the Rose Hotel, our cairde, asked us individually what activity we would like to do after lunch. The choices were
beep kick ball, tennis, judo or goal ball. Everyone got their first
choice and I chose tennis.
After lunch, we all headed to our designated activities. I was the only one in the
group able to do rallies, I am really good at them. Then we all got back onto the bus
and back to base camp. Again, we practised for our closing ceremony before dinner.
Our evening programme was camping. We all went out to a field and had a camp fire.
We sang camp fire songs. Then it was time for a night’s rest.
The next morning after breakfast, our visitors from
Portugal treated us to some food from their country.
Then we did some group games. Before the closing
ceremony, we got to practise one more time for it.
Each group did an act at the closing ceremony. Our
group did a talent show. I acted as one of the judges,
which was fun.

Then, it was time to say goodbyes. I really enjoyed the
camp and I hope I’ll get the chance to go again.

Hannah Flynn

Ice Cream!
It was wet but we still enjoyed our ice creams on Leavers’ Assembly Day! The ice
cream man’s van was 50 years old this year and will be part of a documentary
produced by Motherland Productions.

The end of the school year is upon us and there are so many achievements to celebrate, the
flavour of which is reflected in our Summer Newsletter. On this occasion, my report will be
brief, as preparations for the next few weeks are keeping me busy - in a good way!
VI EDUCATION COURSE and JEP:
Next week, all our teachers will be at the school doing specialist training in educating
children with visual impairment. The following week, we will be running a July Education
Programme for our children with severe/profound learning disabilities or with autism.
ST. JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SENSORY ROOM:

Room 2A will be prepared and painted and our Sensory room will be installed there during
the summer. We are very grateful to the Department of Education for a substantial grant
towards this room which amounts to roughly half of the cost. We have reserved some kind
donations, already received, to go towards covering the other half. However, we would
greatly appreciate any further offer of sponsorship to help us meet the cost. If you can
help, or know someone who could help with this, please contact me directly at 01 8373696
or by email <principal@stjosephsprimaryvi.ie>. Thank you!
PREFAB CLASSROOMS:
We had wonderful news yesterday! Planning permission has been granted for the installation
of two much-needed prefab classrooms and for alterations to one existing classroom.
Works will commence shortly, for which I am very relieved! Hoping all will be ready by
Friday, 1st September, when our new school year begins.
It’s time to bid a fond farewell to our pupils who are leaving. Barbara Collins, Hannah Flynn,
Max Fulham, Jeff Quinn, Aisha Herbert are all moving on to new schools in September.
They will be hugely missed but we wish them all the very best.
We are also saying goodbye to some members of staff.
Ms. Mulholland, who jobshared with Ms. Clifford, is
returning to teach in her previous school. Ms. Walsh and
Mr. Logan, who were covering Maternity Leaves, will be
leaving too. It has been wonderful to have had them on staff
this year. Sheena Conlan, SNA, is taking a career break to
train as a teacher. We wish her all the best. A very big
‘Thank You’ to all the staff at St. Joseph’s Primary Staff, to parents and guardians, to our
Board and Trustees, to our chaplain Fr. Flynn, to Fr. Dasan, to all supporting ChildVision
staff, to those who have given donations to facilitate the specialist work of the school and
to all those in the wider school community, too numerous to mention, who support us in so
many ways. Happy summer!

Gwenda Johnson, Principal

