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This year Maths Week was held on      

October 13th-21st. In Room 6, we were 

very lucky because Franz and Elliot from 

Izak9 came to our class to do a Maths       

workshop. Izak9 is a product created by 

Franz to make Maths fun! Izak9 are    

cubes with numbers, shapes, patterns, 

fractions and colours. We played games 

with the Izak9. For example, we put the 

cubes in multiples of two and three.  

It was wonderful that Franz and Elliot came to our class especially for Maths Week. 

They were so impressed by our class that they gifted us a set of the Izak9 cubes 

worth £595. We are so thankful to them for giving these to our class and we know 

we will have lots of fun using them to learn more Maths!! 



 

 

 

 

 

More News for Room 6  

This term we’ve packed lots of things into our school days! For our Christmas     

newsletter article, we decided to write about some of the activities we have done. 

You can read on the magazine cover about Maths Week and Izak 9. We hope you 

enjoy reading this and all our other news! 
 

Last September, new students joined Room 6. We welcomed Michael, Emily, Sophie 

O’, Patrick and Nicole. There are now 9 pupils in Room 6. We have the biggest class 

in the whole school!  
 

 

 

We also have been doing “Health Homework” every Thursday 

night following the exercises from the LAYA “Super Troopers”     

programme. It is important to do exercises at home with family 

and friends for our health and wellbeing. 

 

We completed exercises such as push ups, 

planks, jumping jacks, squats, jogging on 

the spot and stretches. We even got a 

live “shoutout” from The Body Coach 

himself!! 

This term we participated in lots of energising, healthy 

and fun activities in PE. In September, we took part in 

The Body Coach’s Fitness Week. Every day that week 

we logged onto The Body Coach’s YouTube channel, 

with live workout sessions especially for children in 

schools around the world.  

 

Our class also had a scavenger hunt. We got into teams and followed clues to find 

the answers around the school and the school yard. We had a great adventure! 
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More News for Room 6  

Vision Sports Activities 
 
In October, we had football lessons with David who is a FAI coach with a special  

interest in blind and VI football. We were very lucky for David coming to our school 

to teach us more VI football skills. 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

  

 

On October 12th, our class and Room 7 went to Trinity College for the National    

Inclusion Games organised by Vision Sports. The activities we participated in were 

swimming, football with David and Nick Harrison (FAI for all), tennis and athletics 

with Eamonn, Paratriathlon Coach. We met our friend Will who was in our class last 

year. It was lovely to see him. Everyone from Vision Sports was very helpful and it 

was lovely to be included in the special day.  



 

 

More News for Room 6  

 
 
  

to touch all the unusual pumpkins and Leo even brought us to the “secret gardens” 

which were behind a locked door!! We had a lovely picnic before we left the gardens 

to return to the school. On the trip back we went through Griffith Park and we got 

to spend some time in the playground there. 

On October 22nd, our class went to the Botanic Gardens to see 

the Hallowe’en pumpkin display and to go on a tour of the      

garden. It was a beautiful day and we walked all the way from 

our school, through Griffith Park and down to the Botanic      

Gardens. At the gardens we were brought on a tour by a lovely 

tour guide called Leo. We were extremely lucky because we got  

Science Week was held on November 11th-18th. We        

participated in lots of exciting experiments. The experiments 

that we did were called “Cornflour Slime”, “Dancing Raisins”, 

“Avonmore Solid Bone Structure” and “Rainbow Colour    

Mixing”. Our favourite experiments were “Dancing Raisins” 

and “Cornflour Slime”. We were even inspired to apply for     

Science Blast in the RDS in March 2019. We are so excited    

because we have got an acceptance letter!     

Transition Year from Dominican College invited us to 

their “We Will Rock You” show. That morning we 

walked over to their school on Griffith Avenue. We 

loved all the songs that they performed and we were 

so impressed by their dancing and singing skills!! For 

more, see Room 5’s page.  

 

For Christmas, we  decorated our classroom and 

turned it into Santa’s Grotto!! We still have a visit 

from Santa, our Christmas party and our Carol 

Service to come! We wish all our families and 

friends a very happy Christmas and a wonderful 

New Year!! xx   
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Braille Reading Day 2018—by Evelina  Lutere 

 

The Tale of the Three Kitten Sisters.   

Once there were three kittens.  They were sisters.  They lived in LA.  Their 
names were Misty, Brighty and Wonder.  One day they were exploring near 
people’s homes. Wonder leaped onto a wall.  Then she looked down. There was 
a garden with bushes on the other side of the wall. ”What do you see?“ 
Brighty asked looking up at her sister. “Just bushes”, Wonder replied, leaping 
off the wall and landing beside Brighty. “Where is Misty?” Wonder asked. “She 
went to find food,“ Brighty replied. “There she is!” Wonder meowed pointing 
towards a bush with her tail.  Sure enough, there was Misty padding towards 
them carrying a big piece of chicken in her jaws. “That looks delicious!!!” 
Brighty exclaimed running towards Misty with Wonder right behind her.  The 
kittens finished eating and spent the night in a dim cave that was under a big 
bush.  When they woke up, they went to a field and chased butterflies.  They 
had lots of fun.  

 

Braille Reading Day this year was on 26th November.  

It was a fun day when five pupils from St. Joseph’s 

read Braille in front of an audience of parents, children 

and staff from other schools and special guests. We 

listened to each other and to children from other 

schools reading Braille as well. I chose to read a story 

I had written myself on my Braille Note Touch. Here is 

my story: 

After reading, we had fun    

baking in the Christmas kitchen 

and we were all given a goodie       

bag and a certificate to bring 

home. We all enjoyed Braille 

Reading Day. Thanks to Aideen 

at ChildVision Library and to 

other ChildVision and NCBI 

staff for organising the event. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         

Creativity, Fun and Learning in Room 3 

Welcome to Room 3! We have been very busy since starting school in September -            

creating lots of different items, having fun and learning new things! Here are some 

photos of our adventures from our first few months together. Wishing everyone a 

‘Merry Christmas & Happy 2019’ from the Class Team (Ms. Clifford, Ms. Knightly, 

Susan & Toni) and our pupils Isabella, Leona, Liam and Ruby.     

  # Halloween Fun ~ Room 3 # 
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# Designing, Making & Exploring ~ Room 3 #  

Creativity, Fun and Learning in Room 3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creativity, Fun and Learning in Room 3 

Isabella, Leona, Liam & Ruby love using our iPads. They can choose from a selection 

of apps on the iPads i.e. Alphabet Apps, HelpKidzLearn Apps, Maths Apps, Specific 

VI Apps, PinkFong Apps, Match & Sort Apps, Sensory Apps, Colouring & Drawing 

Apps, etc.. Ruby enjoys using the Piano App. Isabella loves the Sensory Electra App. 

Leona takes great delight in the PinkFong Car Town App. Liam adores the PinkFong 

Baby Shark App.  

# Using our iPads ~  Room 3 # 
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Hello from Prefab 1 

 

Hallowe’en is always a very     

exciting time in Prefab 1.        

We had witches, a vampire,       

a skeleton and Superman in 

our classroom for the day.                 

It was spookily fantastic! 

 

The girls of Prefab 1 had a great time making and getting stuck into our Hallowe’en 

chocolate apples.  

 

Here we all are sporting 

some very impressive woolly 

hats. We all enjoyed      

working with the wool,   

fabric and fibres used to   

create them.  



 

 

Hello from Prefab 1 (Contd.) 

 

The Dinosaur That Pooped Christmas is a very popular story in Prefab 1. There's 

poop, presents and prehistoric creatures in this festive feast! Chanelle, Sophia and    

Sophie are pictured here dressed as very friendly and funny T-Rex dinosaurs.  

 

Sophie really enjoys interacting with our large visual 

timetable. This visual timetable is perfect for letting 

Sophie show and tell what she’s going to be doing 

during the day and when and where she will do the 

various activities. It helps her to understand and 

memorize her daily and weekly routines.  

Shane and Chanelle helped 

decorate the school Christmas 

tree. Great job! 

Merry Christmas and a      

Happy New Year! 



 11 

 

Work and Play in Room 4 

In Room 4, we all love sensory stories. We love the drama and the multi-sensory 

props when Mr. O’Dowd tells a story. We enjoy using our Big Macks to say a line 

in the story or to make a cool sound effect. It’s a real treat each week when Aideen 

At our Carol Service, we wore Nativity costumes and 

played along to lovely songs about baby Jesus with our 

percussion instruments. Here is Dylan dressed up as a 

shepherd.  

Here are some of us   

saying hello to Santa on 

the day of our Christmas 

party. We wish you and 

yours all the best for 

2019!!!                                                                   

We love parachute time: 

the colours, the rhymes 

and songs, and the breeze 

on our faces as the      

parachute flies up and 

down.  

and Aisling from ChildVision Library come to our class. They  

bring great story sacks and tell the stories so well. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Prefab 2, we have been busy getting into the Christmas spirit.  

 
Christmas Artwork  

 

We have made lots of different Christmas art work, some by printing using our 

hands and others printing with different materials such as stampers, sponges and 

potatoes. Look what we have made!  

News from Prefab 2 

Cooking Time  

We made Rice Krispie Christmas Trees!!  

We took turns pouring the rice krispies into the melted marshmallows and mixing 

them all around to make our mixture  

 

When the mixture had set out flat, we used three shaped cutters to make our trees. 
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Snow Much Fun! 
 We got messy making glittery 

snow!! It was fun to move our 

hands around in the mixture. It 

was cold and soft on our hands!! 

 

News from Prefab 2 (Contd.) 

Pottery time!  
 

During our pottery class, we made Christmas decorations. Then we painted them! 

They will look great on our Christmas trees!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

                

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sensory Exploration 
 

We spent time exploring different sounds, smells and textures related to Christmas 

and winter time. Our Christmas sensory box has lots of different objects in it which  

News from Prefab 2 (Contd.) 

 As you can see, we have all been very busy! 

 
Happy Christmas from Hailey, Victoria, Lauren, Maciej and Oran!   

Story Time “Santa’s Noisy House” 
 

Sensory stories have been another way we have explored the theme of Christmas. 

We had a lot of fun engaging in a Christmas story by using different props with 

Aideen from the ChildVision Library. Throughout the story we got to hear different 

sounds by pressing the switches, we smelled different scents and even got to cuddle 

the fluffy teddy bear which Lauren loved!  

we loved. Some of them are 

round and smooth like the 

Christmas baubles, others are 

prickly like the Christmas tree 

branches.  

 
Maciej was very interested in 

the bells and the noise they 

made when he shook them! 
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Hello from Room 1 

Here in Room 1 we have settled in well and have had fun 

getting to know our new friends Rhys and Peter. Here is 

Johnathan at Circle Time. Circle Time is a great time to say 

hello to one another, to share the scent of the day, the touch 

of the day and the song of the day.   

In autumn, we had lots of fun exploring the school 

grounds and going on short walks to All Hallows. We 

hoped to catch a glimpse of a squirrel or a hedgehog 

before they hibernated! We gathered leaves for Art 

Class, for our Sensory Tray and our Sensory Wall. In 

Art, we painted some squirrels and hedgehogs and 

stuck on the leaves to make them feel interesting. 

We have all enjoyed the Sense and 

Grow experience that Peter, from 

Child Vision, brings to the       

classroom every Friday afternoon. 

We have held and stroked rabbits 

and learnt about planting flowers. 

We love our Ball Pool and have so much fun in it.      

A very big thank you to Jude’s parents (Jude is in 

Room 2) for their very kind gift to our classroom.  



 

 

Hello from Room 1 

Winter time and the days are getting frostier. We 

are remembering to wear our hats and scarves.   

In Art, we all decorated our own hats and scarves 

in lots of different texture and colours. 

As part of our Food Theme, we talked about eating lots of fruit and vegetables to 

keep the winter bugs at bay. We went on a trip to Tesco in Drumcondra to buy 

fruit and vegetables for our ‘Fun with Food’ session. Richard held the shopping list 

and ticked off all the fruit and vegetables as we put them into the shopping basket. 

We explored all sorts of fruit and vegetables in different shapes, textures and        

colours– smelling, touching and tasting.   

Now that Christmas is    

coming, we are enjoying 

Christmas songs, stories and 

artwork and our Christmas-y 

classroom. Our Christmas 

Tree and Snowman feel really 

good! Santa came to school 

one day. We dressed up as 

elves to go and see him! He 

was very kind and friendly.  
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Hello from Room 2 

Term One has flown by in Room 2! We have been working hard and enjoying lots of 

play time too.  

Here are some snapshots of what we have been up to this term. 

Aistear time with Room 3 and our topics My Body, Shopping, At home              

and Christmas! 

We are learning lots of new skills during table top time too.  

Cutting: Mary Grace cuts out a 

window for her house. 

Construction: Jay and Jesse build 

Lego houses. 

Patterns: Jesse makes a        

colourful pattern with pop beads. 
Counting: Jude concentrates hard 

on his numbers. 

Printing: Scott uses blocks to print 

a pattern on his house. 

Stacking: Andrei stacks the rings  

We have been learning about Jesus coming at the First Christmas through stories 

and songs. We are very excited for Christmas and would like to wish everyone a   

happy holiday. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our News—Room 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big congratulations to Amelija and Ella Jade who read their Braille so well on Braille 

Reading Day. They read with a lovely loud and clear voice and can’t wait to do it 

again next year! See more on Page 5.  

Hello! Amelija, Dylan, Ella-Jade, Freya, Hayden, 

Pavel, Skyler and Tadhg here! We have been    

really busy this year. We have worked very hard 

on all of our school work but sometimes we get 

to get out of the classroom and have some fun!  

We went on a trip to see a            

fantastic show called We Will Rock 

You  in the Dominican College on 

Griffith Avenue. We really enjoyed 

singing along to all the hits from 

Queen. We were very lucky as we 

got to meet the cast after the show 

and we got photos with them.  

Thanks to all the talented performers who made it such a special event for us! 

We have been counting down the days until Christmas 

Day, using our Advent calendar. Every morning we have 

opened a new window on the calendar and behind each 

window is a yummy chocolate. We have been learning all 

about the birth of baby Jesus and practising for our carol 

service. We loved when Santa came to the Yard and     

afterwards chatted with us and gave us presents.                

Happy Christmas from everyone in Room 5!  
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My Fun Day Out at Inclusion Games by Lee Doran O’Toole, Senior Class 

On Friday the 12th of October, the children from Rooms 6 and 7 

went to Trinity College for Vision Sports Inclusion Games.  I 

went with Mrs Johnson, Mr O’Dowd and Ms McMahon.  We 

met Will our friend who used to be in our school.  First, we 

went swimming. The pool was very cold but I still had fun.    

After that we went to play tennis. I played with an adult and 

enjoyed it. Afterwards I had something to eat.  After lunch, I 

did athletics. It was fun. We did running and jumping. That was 

the end of the Inclusion Games. Friday was a very fun day.       

I enjoyed doing lots of different sports and meeting Will again. 

After the day I was exhausted and happy.   

On Friday 12th of October the children from Rooms 6 and 

7 were invited to Trinity College to take part in sports. 

We went on a bus to Trinity College with some adults. 

When we arrived we met Will who used to be in our 

school. When we went in we went into the Sports Hall to 

be welcomed by Derek Mooney from RTE.  

We went for a swim. After swimming we played tennis. Then we had lunch with   

other children. Then we played football with other children. After that the last sport 

was athletics. Then we went back to school on the bus.  

The first sport was swimming. The 

room we were changing in was very 

warm. I was feeling very hot when we 

were getting ready to get into the cold 

pool. The pool was big and freezing.  

Our Trip to Trinity College by Sam Freeney, Senior Class 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

My Excellent Day Out at Inclusion Games by Ellen Drewett, Senior Class 

On Friday 12 October all of the pupils of Rooms 6 and 7 went to 

Trinity College with Mrs. Johnson, Ms. McMahon, Mr. O’ Dowd, 

Donna and Kasandra. We were reunited with Will, who used to be 

in our school, and we said hello to him. We were invited to take 

part in sports with the boys and girls from other schools.   

Here are some more pictures of our class at the Inclusion Games... 

First, everybody gathered to be welcomed by 

Derek Mooney.  Our group went for a swim.   

The pool was freezing. After swimming I played 

tennis with an adult. It wasn’t a competition.  

After tennis I had some lunch with my class 

and I met Jason Smyth who is visually impaired 

and has won gold medals for running in the 

Paralympic Games.  After that we did some 

athletics. We had some great fun because we 

did a lot of running and hopping.   

Friday was an amazing day because I took part 

in a lot of sports. It’s very unusual to have four 

sports in one day. I felt happy, sore and a little 

tired at the end. 
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On September 28th, eight other Irish travellers and I (6 students and 2 Chaperones) boarded flight 1 to 

Space Camp, for interested Visually Impaired Students, in Huntsville Alabama.   

We had a long layover in Atlanta international airport, where we met other Aviation Challenge cadets 

from Utah, Ashton, Mykol, Casey and Martin. After a long day of travelling, we arrived at Huntsville 

Airport to the welcoming staff from the US Space and Rocket Centre. We got our bags off the baggage 

belt and embarked on the last leg of our journey to SCI-VIS 2018.   

After arriving at Space Camp, Etzy gave us our wristbands. I was on the Argonauts team. At first I was 

sad to realise that I was not on the same team as the students from Utah, but I knew we would have a 

great time regardless. The staff showed us to our rooms. After bags were brought up to the dorms, we 

had to tick the last item on the checklist; bring our meds to sickbay. Once all items on the checklist were 

completed, we retired to bed.   

Next morning, all fresh from a night sleep, albeit a bit jet-lagged, we were ready to start our day. After a 

long chatty breakfast we were brought to Leo Bay for games, though Leo Bay would not be where I was 

for long as two trainers were going on a walk around campus with students. I learned a lot about the 

rockets on site during our tour. At lunchtime, the Utah students, a dude from Britain and the Irish       

students discussed many topics including school, friends, physics and all between.  

Now the time had come to meet our trainers for the week. All trainers and trainees had been called; it 

was time for the Aviation Challenge teams to assemble.  I was glad when Rawhide was announced as 

the trainer for the Argonauts. He was a great source of laughter at last year’s camp. Next we left to 

comply with a formality, a fire drill. Once all the boring formalities were done, it was time for dinner. The 

dishing out of call signs preceded dinner (they were oh so bad!). I kept mine from last year, Kerry Gold.   

 

Here are some pictures from the Senior Room from Science Week….. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All trainees had to go through the process of getting a call sign.  Once they had 

been given out, it was time to learn some survival skills.  The two Aviation           

Challenge Mach III teams amalgamated to learn these skills.  Bed that night was    

a pleasure.   

On Sunday morning we would rise at 07.00 hours to the voice of trainer Snitzel “Lights on 5, 4, 3, 2, 

1.” We dressed ourselves and continued downstairs to meet our A.M. crew trainer (we only had the    

hilarious Rawhide in the P.M.). I shortly found out that the Argonauts’ was Gouda.  This meant that 

Gouda would be my crew trainer for two years running as she was P.M. trainer for Global Hawks last 

year.  She claimed I had grown a full head taller in 12 months! We left for the A.C. complex, half a mile 

from the Space and Rocket Centre where our beds were, and joined the Global Hawks (Mach II) for a 

briefing on how to fly in the simulated F18 Cockpit.  

Our week was one full of learning, laughter and struggle. I was paired up with ‘Manchester’ (Michael 

from ChildVision), myself as pilot and him as NFO. We completed our first mission in flight simulators, 

Operation Black Flag, and received multiple briefings. Our team continued to train for Operation Queen 

Ann's Revenge and the ultimate Field Training Exercise (FTX). We were ready to face the daunting task 

of completing our missions.  

OPERATION QUEENS ANN'S REVENGE: There were 6 flight pairings but only 4 simulators, so we split 

into two squads, Alpha flight and Bravo flight, I myself in Bravo flight. Targets were to bomb 72X and 

MIA and then to land on the aircraft carrier. All objectives were nearly completed. Nearly, nearly      

managed to land on the carrier, crashed 5 miles out. 

FIELD TRAINING EXERCISE (FTX): This mission was completed by all the teams at the same time. All 

was going well. Made our way to Bravo point and onto Charlie Gate. Disaster strikes, Fire Team Lead 1 

and Security 1, 2 and the PL went to try and secure the F-14 TOMCAT.  I get captured, to be rescued 

by my teammates. We proceed. The worst that could happen does, quarter of the team gets captured by 

the guards.  All in all the mission was a fail, but we learnt some vital lessons.   

That night the water going down the drain was black as coal from the battle paint we had put on to 

hide the reflections from the light on our face.  That night was honestly the best night’s sleep I saw at 

Aviation Challenge.  

Thursday morning comes as we rise from our beds to see the last day of AC 0- the day we would     

complete the Pamper Pole and the coveted Top Gun Tournament. Pamper Pole was fun and tiring.   

The coveted Top Gun tournament- the time had come to find out who the best pilot and NFO was in 

Mach III. The best of the best would take on each other. The Top Gun movie was playing in the    

Squadron room. So if you weren’t fighting you were watching.  My partners and I, our call signs were 

called out repeatedly. Walking out of the sim bay after the last dog fight, I knew I had done well.   

The wait for graduation felt like an eternity.  It had started at 20.00 hours and continued for over an 

hour. The Space Camp and Robotic Camp teams had all graduated, the only teams left were the 3    

Aviation Challenge ones.  
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The time came to announce the winner of the Top Gun Tournament.  When the announcer said the    

winners were from the Argonauts, I knew myself and Manchester had won. The walk down the row was 

painful as my team patted me on the back and congratulated us on the achievement. I couldn't hear 

what the announcer was saying over the applause. Standing up on stage with my NFO was the first time 

in a few days I honestly remember smiling. On return to my seat, I was congratulated by Wicked behind 

me and Su in front. Thanks for the help, Manchester!  

The rest of the ceremony flew by. One more thing, well done to my friend IPad on winning the Max   

Carpenter and Kathy Johnson award.  

So upon reflecting on the week at Aviation Challenge my stand out moments were: 

Hitting the bell on the Pamper Pole (430 gummy bears tall) 

The water Zip-Line.  

Reuniting with friends from last year at camp  

Making new ones   

The quotes from Rawhide and Gouda 

Winning Top Gun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One very last thing, thank you to Gouda and Rawhide on making the week so special. I’ll miss you, Sir 

and Ma'am. Thank you to everyone who made SCIVIS 2018 possible. It was a great week.  

Max Fulham                                                                                                                              

Kerry Gold                                                                                                                          

Argonauts Fire Team Lead 1                                                                                                      

Ireland 

Editor’s Note: Max, former St. Joseph’s pupil, is now in 2nd Year in Mount Temple Comprehensive 

School. Thanks for keeping in touch, Max, and for sharing your Space Camp experience with us.                     

Thanks too for being a fundraising champion for us here at St. Joseph’s! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Year 2018-19 is well under way and, as you will see from this newsletter, has 

brought lots of new opportunities for learning at St. Joseph’s.   

We have welcomed six new children for our Infants/ Junior MDVI Classes - Liam, Leona, 

Ruby, Isabella, Rhys and Peter. Conor joined us from mainstream school in November and 

Dylan is visiting one day a week from a Gaelscoil. They are all settling in very well. Due 

to a number of Maternity Leaves on staff, we have also welcomed some new temporary 

teachers, Ms. Shauna Lunney and Ms. Tracy O’Connell, and SNAs Joan and Jenny, all   

doing a great job. Congratulations to Ms. Claire Gallagher and Ms. Mary Ellen Gleeson, 

Prefab 2 teacher, and to Christina and Rose (SNAs in Room 2) on the birth of their babies  

Another reason for great celebration is that our Music 

Teacher, Ms. Catherine McGorman (née McEvoy), has been 

announced as Ceoltóir na Blaina (Musician of the Year), 

overall winner of the TG4 Gradam Ceoil 2019 Awards. The 

presentation will be made at the televised Gradam Ceoil 

Concert at the Waterfront Hall, Belfast, on 17th February. 

Make sure to listen that night or put on record! As well as 

being a gifted teacher, Catherine is a leading performer and 

recording artist in Irish traditional music on the concert 

flute. To read more, check out this link:  

https://www.tg4.ie/en/programmes/gradam-ceoil/current-awards/musician-of-the-year/      

Well done, Catherine! We are so proud of you for this amazing and much-deserved 

achievement! When TG4 came to film Catherine at St Joseph’s recently, it was a privilege 

too to have one of our school Board of Management members, Mr. John Kelly,                  

accomplished traditional fiddle performer, playing a few tunes with her.  

A big ‘thank you’ again this year to Bill Ahessy, our 

Music Therapist, who led a small brave ‘staff and 

friends’ group in Carol Singing on Georges St.       

Proceeds from this year have already allowed us to 

buy new percussion instruments. Huge thanks too to 

all within, and outside of, the school community for 

financial gifts (big and small), or donated raffle prizes, making it possible for us to provide 

our children with resources they deserve to enhance their learning opportunities. Also, to 

Santa for making the time to come to visit, bringing much joy! Not to mention former SNA 

Bernie and Leydens for providing goodies for our Christmas party! Last, but not least, 

much gratitude is due to all the St. Joseph’s staff, our Board, our Rosminian Trustees,     

Fr. Flynn & Dasan, all in supporting Child Vision services, and all linked with our school 

community. A happy Christmas and New Year to you all!         Gwenda Johnson, Principal 


