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We took turns to walk around to visit other school 

stands while some of us stayed back to answer 

questions about our project. There were lots of 

stands that we got to visit. We saw many 

interesting, strange and disgusting Science 

experiments!   

At the end of the day, we were presented with a 

plaque from the judges. We put up a lovely display 

outside our classroom explaining all about our 

project and showing the positive feedback we got 

from the judges along with our plaque.     

 

On March 7th, our class set off bright and early for 

the RDS.  When we arrived, we set up and decorated               

Following a successful application 

by  Ms. McMahon’s class to             

participate in Science  Blast 2019       

in the RDS, the big day came…… 

our stand.  After we set up our stand, children and teachers from different schools 

came over to interview us about our project. Everyone was very impressed with our 

Science experiment about the sinking of the Titanic.   



Trip to Explorium 

In April, the children and staff from Rooms 3, 5, 6 and 7 were invited by Fair Isle 

Tours Bus Company to visit Explorium’s Open Day. Explorium is a recently-opened 

Science and Sports Centre in Sandyford that allows young people to enjoy lots of 

interactive STEM activities in a multi-sensory, tactile rich environment. All who    

attended thoroughly enjoyed their visit. A very big ‘thank you’ to Fair Isle Tours for 

their kind invitation and for providing the bus transport, and also to all the great 

staff at Explorium.  

There were lots of   

activities linked to 

the STEM Subjects 

at Explorium—

Science, Maths, 

Technology and     

Engineering. It was 

very interesting and 

we really             

enjoyed our day.                                                  

   Room 6                                      

Explorium was amazing!  

       Room 5 



Trip to Explorium 

On Wednesday, 3rd April, the pupils of 

Room 7 went to Explorium in Sandyford, 

Dublin along with other classes. 

Explorium is a place where you learn science 

by doing different fun, exciting activities. It 

has two floors and you could spend a whole 

day there and not get bored.   

We got free transport to and from Explorium.  

We also did not have to pay to get into it 

thanks to the kindness of Fair Isle Tours.   

I personally had a great experience and        

enjoyed every activity I did.  There was one 

activity where you had to run on the spot 

and see how many steps you can do in      

fifteen seconds. There was also one where 

you would ride a bicycle and if you cycled 

fast enough music would start playing. 

In Explorium you get to roam around freely 

and you can do whatever you like. We got a 

chance to do most things.  Some things were 

not available to us like the virtual reality 

room.  Some of us brought packed lunches 

while others got lunch from the school.  We 

ate in a lunchroom in Explorium.   

I really hope I get another chance to go to 

Explorium.  I would highly recommend it.               

By Lee Doran O’Toole           

Room 7 



Trip to Explorium 

By Evan O’Dwyer             

Room 7 

On Wednesday 3 April, the children from Rooms 7, 

6, 5 and 3 went to Explorium and the SNAs and          

teachers came too.  

When we got to school that morning we got on a 

bus from    

Explorium is in the south part of Dublin. It is a 

play centre and it has science and fun activities.   

When we went in to Explorium we looked around 

for a bit and then we started to explore the        

different activities. 

At Explorium there was climbing equipment that 

you could climb. 

There was a machine that you could use to make 

smoke signals and it was cool. 

There was a small play area for little children. 

When we were finished downstairs, we went           

upstairs and it was fun. 

There was an animal room where animals were 

dead and stuffed with sawdust. 

When we were finished we went back down to our 

own glass room to have our lunch. 

We got to play for a few minutes and then it was 

time to go back to school. 

A big thank you to       

And a big thank you to Explorium.   

 



 Hello from Room 3 

In our Junior Infants class, we have been learning lots, in our classroom and out-

and-about. Here are some pictures to show  you how busy we have been.  

Numicon is great for helping us learn about numbers 

and  patterns.  

We got to 

visit           

Imaginosity    

It was so 

much fun! 

We love going out to the 

ChildVision Sense and 

Grow garden. We get to 

say hello to the animals 

and sometimes we do 

some planting with Peter.  
We practised our                         

recycling skills too! 



Room 2 News 

“Time flies when you’re having fun”, and it most certainly has this term, for all of 

us in Ms. Lunney’s class, as we learned and played.    

We learned all about Recycling and its importance in 

caring for our environment. We also took part in the 

’Bin Challenge’ at ChildVision.   

Jay knows lots about recycling. He reminds his   

classmates that ’Food waste goes in the green bin 

and turns into compost’. He tells us about the      

different bin trucks and companies. Jay’s favourite 

truck is the White Panda Bin Truck.   

We planted a variety of different seeds like “Forget- 

me-nots” and “Godetia”.  Here is Jesse planting his 

seeds and covering them in soil. We watched as the 

roots and shoots sprouted out of the seeds. In class, 

we took turns each day to water the seeds and the 

plants as they grew.   

  

We did lots of work on our phonics too.  

Jude is getting very good at blending his sounds and 

is beginning to spell small words using phonics jig-

saws and puzzle pieces. He is working on spelling his 

own name too and is tracing the letters of his name 

in to his copybook.  



Room 2 News (Contd.) 

During Maths time, we learned all about capacity -

filling and emptying bottles and containers - and 

weight—identifying heavy and light objects.  her 

skills really transferred over when learning about the 

concept of weight.  

Mary Grace uses these Maths skills very well when 

she is making play dough. She is excellent at adding 

in all of the ingredients—weighing, pouring and  

mixing them together.  

Scott enjoys been creative 

and likes to roll up his 

sleeves and get painting. 

He painted a gorgeous 

Sunflower in preparation 

for National Sunflower 

Day. He made some great 

flip flops for our recent  

corridor display too.  

Our class went on two great trips this term too. We went to 

Explorium in Sandyford and to the National Botanic Gardens 

for a Teddy Bears’ Picnic.. More pictures on our website!.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

There has been lots of wonderful song singing and instrument 

and percussion playing in the Music Room throughout the year. 

Our two senior classes had another very special opportunity too. 

They participated in the Ensemble Project organised by the     

National Concert Hall with the Royal Irish Academy of Music. 

Working with Ms. McGorman, our Music teacher, visiting 

From the Music Room 

RIAM teacher, Hilda Milner, and conductor Fergus O’Carroll, the children prepared 

a solo piece, a collaborative ‘ensemble’ piece, Tabhair Dom do Lámh, with the     

children from Ranelagh Multi-Denominational School, and the finale song, ‘Thank 

you for the Music’. On 4th April, the children were thrilled to have their own 

‘dressing room’ at the National Concert Hall and they performed wonderfully well in 

their solo and ensemble pieces. It was great that so many of our parents in the      

audience. See more pictures on our website: www.stjosephsprimaryvi.ie 

Goodbye and ‘Thank you for the Music’, Ms. McGorman! 

We are so sad to say goodbye to our amazing Music Teacher, 

Ms. Catherine McGorman, who has just retired. Earlier this year, 

we were so proud when she received TG4’s Gradam Ceoil         

Musician of the Year Award, in recognition of her excellence as a 

traditional Irish concert flute performer. Over the years, she has 

introduced many children at St. Joseph’s to the joy of singing 

and many genres of music– both listening and playing, on a 

wide range of instruments. Our End of Year show was wonderful 

as ever with great performances from all classes. We ended on 

an emotional and heartfelt, ‘Thank you for the Music’. 



News from Prefab 2 

Sports Day Fun The Army Band 
came to school 
schoolschoolss

Helping 
out the 

 fire brigade 

Art time 



Exploring and Learning in Room 4 

The children in Mr. O’Dowd’s class have greatly benefitted from music therapy 

again this year. In these sessions, they have opportunity to express themselves 

through music and to play a variety of percussion instruments, ably assisted by our 

music therapist, Bill Ahessy. 

One of the children’s favourite     

stories this term has been ‘Noisy 

Farm’. In our class, the children use            

alternative modes of communication 

including speaking devices such as 

the “Big Mack” which enhance their 

enjoyment of story times.  

Communions and Confirmations 

This year, 8 young people at St. Joseph’s made their Confirmation and 8 children 

made their First Holy Communion. Many thanks to teachers, SNAs, parents,              

Fr. Flynn (St Joseph’s chaplain), Fr. Dasan (ChildVision chaplain) and Msgr. Dan 

O’Connor, all of whom helped make these sacramental occasions very special.  

Many thanks too to ChildVision kitchen for providing the buffet lunch for the       

Communicants and guests on First Holy Communion Day. 



Communions and Confirmations 

On 7th June, the Army band came to play for us and we loved every minute! They 

let us hear the sounds of different instruments and they played great tunes for us. 

For some tunes, they invited us to take part. It was fun! Some of us got to play   

percussion with the band and five of us got to hold the baton and conduct. You can 

see more photos on our website. A very big ‘thank you’ to the Army Band  and to 

Ms. Maloney for inviting them! 

The Day the Army Band Came 



Keeping Active: VI Sports and Parkrun  

 

VI Tennis at St. Joseph’s           
We first met Ann-Marie Breen, Tennis Coach, at the Vision Sports National Inclusion 

Day last November and she came to do a VI Tennis Demo Day early in the New 

Year– much enjoyed by the pupils in Ms. McMahon’s and Ms. Tolan’s classes. 

Thanks to Ann-Marie, and sponsorship from Tennis Ireland, these classes enjoyed 

tennis sessions for ten weeks, every alternate week. It was great to see how the 

children’s coordination and skills developed over the weeks. For VI Tennis, a foam 

ball with a bell inside is used. This helps the children with low or no vision to locate 

and return the ball. A very big ‘Thank you’ to Ann-Marie and Tennis Ireland!  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 14th June, Joan, Gillian, Anna and volunteer 

team from Parkrun Ireland, organised the second 

fabulous Junior Parkrun at St. Anne’s Raheny,            

especially for St. Joseph’s.   
          

Daniel Tighe, from Ms. McLaughlin’s class, and his 

Mum, Sinead, are seasoned ‘Parkrunners’ and we 

were delighted that they were our official 

‘tailwalkers’. Ms. Mc Mahon and Ms. Tolan’s classes 

travelled by bus to St. Anne’s, warmed up, got their 

special bar code tags and then ran or brisk-walked 

the 2km route.  

Junior Parkrun  at St. Anne’s, Raheny    



Keeping Active: VI Sports  & Parkrun (Contd.) 

 

It was Conor Clifford’s first time to take part in Parkrun and he was delighted to 

come in first, in a time of 11 mins 17 seconds, closely followed by Ryan Ferol and 

Hanna Ciesielka. We were so proud of everyone who took part. All finished the 

route and were cheered across the line! 

A very big ‘Thank you’ to Joan, Gillian, Ann and all the volunteers who made the 

Junior Parkrun happen, and to Joan for her delicious home-baked flapjacks, served 

at the end of the run.  

Editor’s Note:  Junior Parkruns take place at 9.30am every Sunday morning at          

St. Anne’s Park, Raheny, and also in many parks around the country. They are free 

and details of locations can be found on www.parkrun.ie/events. In some locations, 

there are sighted guides to run with people who have a visual impairment. A    

wonderful way to keep fit and to meet other families! Thanks to Jimmy D’Arcy,   

professional photographer, and Janis, Parkrun volunteer, for the photos.  



Vision Cup ‘Sports for All’ Morning 

St Joseph’s received another lovely invitation from Vision Sports this term, as part 

of their hosting of the ISPS Handa Vision Cup, (the ‘Ryder Cup’ of Blind Golf—24 

blind golfers took part at Portmarnock Golf Links). They organised a fun morning at 

Kinsealy Golf Range, supported by the Confederation of Golf in Ireland.  

Ms. Tolan’s and Ms. Mahon’s classes travelled to Kinsealy by bus, with transport 

kindly funded by Vision Sports. During the morning, the children were introduced to 

VI Golf for the first time. They loved it! They also enjoyed VI Football with Alex 

Whelan and athletics with Eamonn Tilley, Paratriathlon Director.  

A very big ‘Thank you’ to Joe Geraghty and all at Vision Sports Ireland for the 

wonderful sporting opportunities they have sent our way again this year. We are so   

grateful to all who have given their time and expertise 

in helping our children to develop skills in, and a love 

for, a range of VI sports. Besides Ann-Marie, VI          

Tennis, and Joan, Junior Parkrun, there’s been David 

Rake and Alex Whelan, FAI, who have coached great 

VI Football at St Joseph’s again this term.  

As part of Vision Cup, Vision Sports ran an Essay 

and Art ‘James Joyce’ Competition. We are proud 

to say that Hanna Ciesielka, from Ms. McMahon’s 

class, won the Essay Competition. Here she is with 

her mum, Minister Catherine Zappone and Joe 

Geraghty, Vision Sports Director, having received 

her lovely award. Well done. Hanna!   



Sports Day at St. Joseph’s  

Sports Day on Tuesday,18th June, was wonderful as ever, 

with a good number of parents joining us for the morning 

activities! Indoors, in the PE Hall, the MDVI and Junior 

classes did so well navigating the sensory activities while, 

outdoors, the other classes made their way around the  

various ‘stations’ and took part in races. As always, the 

competition was fierce between the blue, yellow, red and 

green teams as they gathered points throughout the            

morning. Thanks especially to Ms. Maloney, Ms. McMahon 

& Ms. Clifford for all the planning and set-up.  

Then followed the football match, organised by Mr. O’Dowd….. 



Sports Day at St. Joseph’s  

After a picnic lunch and ice-cream, the fun continued for the afternoon,. There were 

lots of different activities - face-painting, games in the yard, turns on the wheelchair 

swing and a football match. By 3.00, everyone was exhausted but went home             

happy, with lovely memories of Sport Day.  



  
                                                                                     

        

 

 

 
 

 

Graduation and Prizegiving Day 

 
 

  At our Prizegiving this year, certificates were awarded for computer exams, for   

participation in the NCH Ensemble Project and for good attendance. Ms. McGorman 

presented musician figurine awards to our graduates, Ellen, Sam and Sarah, and to 

some others who had made excellent progress in Music. Ms. Finn announced the 

winners of the Pottery competition– Ava, Isabella and Sophie O’Neill. Well done all! 

We watched a slideshow, with messages from our graduates, Ellen, Sam and Sarah. 

It was great to have their families there to celebrate with us. Ms. Foran had put   

together the slideshow, including lots of great photos of Ellen, Sarah and Sam with 

their classmates and teachers. Ellen will be starting in 1st Year at Holy Family 

School for the Deaf in Cabra. Sam and Sarah are graduating to our L2LP                

Programme at St. Joseph’s. We wish them all the very best.  

good bye for now to Bridget Ruttledge, SNA, who will not be working at St.                

Joseph’s next school year. All our Leavers will be hugely missed. We wish them the 

very best.  

Besides saying goodbye to Ms. 

McGorman, we also said goodbye 

to three other members of staff - 

Ms. Sheena Conlan, former SNA, 

who had been on career break 

and is now a qualified teacher; 

Ms. Tracy O’Connell who did a 

great job teaching the class in  

Prefab 2 while Ms. Gleeson has 

been on Maternity Leave; and  

In keeping with our 

tradition of the last 

few years, Mark’s ice 

cream van came on 

Graduation Day and 

we all had a lovely 

time eating the best  

ice cream in Dublin!      



We are always most grateful for donations and fundraising initiatives 

as this is how we fund the resources that we could not otherwise     

afford. Thanks to Fanagans, Mathesons, Glasnevin Tennis Club, Mount 

Sackville Parents’ Association and others, we have been able to buy a 

large interactive screen with electronic trolley and a big ball pool for 

the class in Prefab 1 and light panels to encourage visual stimulation. 

Huge thanks is also due to some of our parents who made additional 

donations such as Emma Neacy on behalf of Oran’s Foundation and 

Iveta Lutere who ran the Mini Marathon to raise funds for St.          

Joseph’s. This has enabled us to buy refurbished laptops and PCs to  

replace our old desktops, and software for Eyegaze and computers. 

Our past pupil, Max Fulham, and family have not forgotten St.              

Joseph’s either. They regularly pass on donations collected at The 

Meetings and we have almost reached our target to buy a piano   

keyboard for the Music Room. Thank you so much! 

As our school motto says, ‘Together we can do so much.’ Thank you 

to all in our school community  for all their hard work and support– 

As another school year ends, we have put together our Summer Newsletter to share with you some 

of the things we have been learning and doing since Christmas. You will have read about in-school 

and out-of-school activities, all of which have contributed in some significant way to the children's 

educational, personal, social and physical development. You will notice that our link with Vision 

Sports goes from strength to strength; we appreciate all the opportunities they have put our way 

this year, allowing our children to develop skills in various VI sports, the most recent being VI Golf. 

They have also gifted 3 trailer bikes to us which we look forward to trying out! 

Our teachers have engaged in professional learning and consultations. All have been involved in 

training for delivery of the new Primary Language Curriculum and Ms. Mc Laughlin and I attended 

a training session about Junior Cycle Level 1 Learning Programmes which will commence for two 

of our senior pupils in Prefab 1 in the coming school year. Ms. McMahon took part in a             

consultative meeting with the creators of Izak 9 Maths Resource and the Inclusive Education and 

Maths Education departments at TCD, to consider adaptations for Braille. 

our staff, parents, our Board and Trustees, Fr. Flynn and Fr. Dasan, our NEPS psychologist Fiona 

Clancy, all supporting ChildVision staff and those who have given donations to facilitate the             

specialist work at St. Joseph’s. We are sorry to say goodbye 

to our former Inspector Seán Ó Murchú and wish him every 

happiness in his retirement. We look forward to working with 

our new Inspector, Lisa White.  

Happy Summer to you all!           Gwenda Johnson, Principal 


